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Christian Marriage
Uniting In The Faith

About These Lessons
Marriage is a wonderful institution established by God, but for many people marriage is a 
struggle. Each culture has different views about the purpose and meaning of marriage, but 
the Bible has called believers to live separate from the culture they are in when it doesn’t 
align with the Bible. Therefore, we are called to have a God-centered-view of marriage. 
There are certain principles you can follow when searching for a suitable spouse, a Biblical 
framework that gives meaning to your marriage and a right perspective that helps us 
understand the purpose of marriage. In these lessons, we want to help you understand 
what these truths are and how to use Scripture and Christian principles to achieve an 
honorable marriage. 

Lessons 1-10
This set of ten lessons is designed to help you unite in the faith with your spouse. These 
lessons are what we considered the basic understanding of Christian marriage. These 
lessons will hopefully help you to know the relationship between a husband and wife and 
how to fulfill the marriage covenant. These lessons include: 

1. How Do I Find A Suitable Spouse? (Dating Principles) 
2. What Is The Biblical Framework For Marriage? (The Meaning Of Marriage) 

3. What Is The Right Perspective For Marriage? (The Purpose Of Marriage) 
4. What Is The Design Of Sex In Marriage? (The Sexuality Of Marriage) 

5. How Do I Achieve An Honorable Marriage? (The Conduct Of Marriage) 
6. How Do I Forgive My Spouse? (Forgiveness In Marriage) 

7. How Do I Love My Spouse? (Love In Marriage) 
8. How Do I Serve My Spouse? (Sacrifice In Marriage) 

9. How Do I Extend Grace To My Spouse? (Grace In Marriage) 
10. How Do I Make My Marriage Work? (Endurance In Marriage) 

Structure Of The Lessons
Each lesson has a main truth, a simple outline that supports it, Bible references under many 
of the points, and review questions at the end. These lessons are best used when a mature 
believer is able to guide you through them, studying one lesson per session. 
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1. How Do I Find A Suitable Spouse?
Finding a spouse starts with understanding marriage is God’s plan: a man and a woman 
leave their parents and unite together to become one flesh. For believers, there are biblical 
principles and practical wisdom that we can follow to guide us in finding that person. 

Foundational Understanding: Marriage Is God’s Plan
• God created man as a relational being. He was to have a relationship with God, but also a 

companion in this world. Therefore, God created women to complement men through a 
lifelong covenant called marriage. Thus it is by God’s design and will that a man and a 
woman leave their parents and unite together to become one flesh for one lifetime. Today, 
this hasn’t changed and marriage should be pursued to fulfill this intimate relationship. 
Genesis 2:18, 23-24; Matthew 19:5; Ephesians 5:31 

• The Bible assumes and advocates that marriage is the natural, healthy and right path that 
should be pursued by humans. It doesn’t provided a category for any other type of 
relationships (singleness, causal dating, romantic interests, sexual partners) that allows 
for the same type of benefits that marriage does, such as sexual satisfaction or child 
bearing. The only exception is if a person has the “gift of celibacy”—which means that a 
person is required to abstain from seeking a spouse, marriage, sex and offspring in order 
to have a special commitment to serve God in a way that is unaccommodating to leading 
a family. If you haven’t been given this gift, then you can assume that you are called to 
marriage to fulfill your natural and God-given desires. 
1 Corinthians 7:1-2, 6-9, 37; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; Matthew 19:12 

Biblical Principles: Searching For A Spouse
• Every believer should have a desire to fulfill God’s biblical plan for marriage. Although the 

Bible gives us many verses on how to live out the married life, it doesn’t give us as many 
details about how to find a spouse. It allows culture and traditions to play a part in this 
process, but there are two biblical principals that transcend all culture, traditions and time 
to help guide the process along the way. As believer, we should desire to glorify God in 
the process and not just in the product. 
1 Corinthians 10:31 

- Believers should only marry believers. The Bible tells us that believers are not to be 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers. A yoke was a wooden crosspiece that was 
placed around the neck of two equal animals of equal strength, such as oxen, so that 
they could plow a field in a straight line. If they placed the yoke over two animals who 
were not equal then they wouldn’t be able to plow in a straight line—thus no work 
would be done. The Bible uses this illustration to point out that believers are 
incompatible to be bound together with unbelievers. They are incapable of forming a 
true union with them. 
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Deuteronomy 22:10; 1 Corinthians 7:39 

- Believers should not have sex before marriage (or outside of their marriage). Sex 
involves the totality of a person (physical, mental, emotional, spiritual), thus sex before 
marriage damages you to some degree. Every believer has the ability to control their 
sexual drives and commit them to purity. God doesn’t permit a person to have sex 
because of love, romance, intimacy or money, but only within a marriage commitment 
are the enjoyment of these pleasures intended and truly achieved. 
1 Corinthians 6:15-20; 7:2; 10:6-13; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; Hebrews 13:4; Proverbs 6:24-35 
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Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• Desire to get married and seek a spouse, but don’t be desperate (you don’t have to 

choose the first person available) and make it the main goal of your life. Understand that 
your ultimate satisfaction and identity come from your relationship with God and your first 
and foremost goal is to serve and glorify Him. Focus more on “being” the right person 
than “finding” the right person. 

• Don’t start a relationship with someone who isn’t a believer, because you most likely will 
fall in love with him/her but they may never become a believer. Don’t date as a way to 
evangelize. Only start a relationship with those who have a personal testimony of 
salvation and a changed life that glorifies God—someone with the characteristics of a 
godly man or a godly woman. 

• Only date the opposite sex with the intention of seeing if they are suitable for marriage—a 
potential marriage partner. This gives purpose and a framework to these types of 
relationships instead of just being recreational and pointless. 

• Set physical, emotional and mental boundaries in your spouse seeking relationships and 
keep yourself accountable so that you can honor God in the process and guard against 
sin and pain. We should strive to be pure physically but also in mind and heart. 

• Cohabitation—living together and having a sexual relationship without being married is 
forbidden and to be avoided. It doesn’t matter if you are engaged, trying to save money, 
or want to make sure you are compatible before you commit to marriage, this type of 
“habitation relationship” is only to be experienced within the commitment of marriage—
meaning you have already pledge not to end the relationship regardless of any problems. 
1 Thessalonians 4:3 

• Look at a person’s character and not just at their outward appearance. Physical attraction, 
personality traits and common interests are important aspects in finding a compatible 
spouse, but don’t be fooled by it—use discernment and look for evidence of good 
character. There are no perfect people so give enough time to know and look for 
someone who demonstrates a lifestyle of the necessary relational characteristics: love, 
honesty, commitment, faithfulness, forgiveness and grace. (Do you have these?) 

• Action plan to find a spouse: First, prepare yourself to be the man or woman of God that 
you are called to be and live by faith (see the lessons on this topic). Second, pray and 
ask God for guidance and wisdom to make the right decisions. Third, start the process 
(avoid undue delay) to meet people according to your culture but don’t compromise the 
biblical principles, common sense or good judgement. Fourth, ask for advice and biblical 
counsel (others might see character flaws that that you can’t). Fifth, after understanding 
the meaning, purpose and commitment of marriage wisely make a final decision about 
who you will marry. Sixth, get married—leave your parents and become one with him/her. 
Psalm 37:4; Philippians 4:6-7; James 1:5 

Review Questions
• Who created marriage? 
• What is the “gift of celibacy”? 
• What are two biblical principles we should follow? 
• What is some practical wisdom concerning dating? 
• What is the action plan to find spouse? 
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2. What Is The Biblical Framework For Marriage?
Marriage is made up of two frameworks: relational and spiritual. The relational framework 
provides us with a suitable companion. The spiritual framework helps us understand the 
gospel and the gospel helps us understand our marriage. The relational aspect is establish 
through three steps: leaving, cleaving and becoming one flesh. The spiritual aspect is 
establish by patterning our marriages after three principles: authority, submission and love. 

The Relational Framework For Marriage
• Marriage is the relational framework that God designed so that we could have a suitable 

companion and not be alone—which is not good. Before mankind ever sinned, God saw 
man’s need of having another person like him who would fulfill this need. God created all 
the terrestrial and celestial animals but there was none among them that was like Adam or 
suitable to fulfill his need. Therefore, God took a rib from Adam and made a woman and 
brought her unto him. Now that there was a suitable companion for Adam, God 
established marriage for all future generation by declaring: “Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” 
Here are three the steps to establish this type of marriage relationship: 
Genesis 2:24-25 

- Step One: Leave your father and mother—this means that there comes a time in life 
when a man and women will leave their parent’s authority to form their own unique 
family unit through marriage. This also means that when you decided to get married 
the obligations, duty and welfare of your spouse override the obligations, duty and 
welfare of your parents. You are intentionally leaving your parents behind and not 
taking them along with you into this relationship. 

- Step Two: Cleave unto your spouse—this means that you are going to unite together 
with your spouse in a lasting and intimate relationship that is only superseded by your 
relationship God. It also means that you are choosing to remain faithful to your spouse
—not letting anything into the relationship that would hinder or hurt it. 

- Sep Three: Become one flesh with your spouse—this means that in every area of life 
(emotionally, spiritually, intellectually, financially, physically) you choose to become one 
unit. This also implies sexual completeness and enjoyment inside this relationship. This 
is seen through the procreation of children where two come together sexually to 
produce one child from among them.  

The Spiritual Framework For Marriage
• Marriage is the spiritual framework that God designed so that we could picture the 

relationship between Jesus and the church. In the Old Testament this reality was hidden, 
but the New Testament has made it clear that God had the gospel in mind when He 
established marriage. Marriage and the gospel help explain one another. Today, this 
means that marriage is to be patterned after Jesus and His relationship with the church 
(Jesus represents husbands and the church represents the bride) so that marriage 
properly reflects the gospel. We see this in the following three principles: 
Ephesians 5:31-32 

- Principle One—Authority: Jesus is the Head of the church, therefore the husband is the 
head of the wife. This re-establishes the authority in the relationship (originally 
established by the order of creation). This authority doesn’t indicate inferiority for the 

5



Firm Foundations Three

wife—being less important or valuable—but of different position and responsibility. 
Jesus is the Saviour of the church—meaning that He gave His own life for the church 
to save it from their sins and rescue them from eternal hell. Therefore, this leadership 
position is one of self-sacrifice. 
Ephesians 5:23; 1 Corinthians 11:3-16; 1 Timothy 2:11-15 

- Principle Two—Submission: The church is to submit unto Jesus, therefore wives are to 
submit to their husbands. Jesus sacrificially leads His church by love and the church is 
willing to submit to His orders. A wife is to recognize that her husband is the God-
ordained leader and be willing to submit to her husband (not men in general) in 
everything as an act of obedience unto the Lord—meaning even if your husband isn’t 
worthy of such submission, you are willing to submit to him to honour God.  
Ephesians 5:22, 24; Colossians 3:18; 1 Peter 3:1 

- Principle Three—Love: Jesus loved the church, therefore husbands are to love their 
wives. Jesus’ love for the church is great and this is the standard for how a man is to 
love is wife. He is to be her personal spiritual leader—leading her to live a holy life. 
Their lives are to be so connected that the husband takes care of her like he would 
naturally take care of himself, nourishing and cherishing her, even as Jesus does to the  
church. Just like the church needs the loving care of Jesus, the wife needs the loving 
care of her husband—one who will love her like Jesus. 
Ephesians 5:25-30; Colossians 3:19; 1 Peter 3:8 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• The Architect—God is the architect of marriage, therefore these two “frameworks” are the 

essential supporting structures for marriage. Any “marriage" relationship established 
outside of the “relational structure” is not biblical marriage and any marriage relationship 
that isn’t patterned after Jesus’ relationship with the church isn’t guaranteed to “thrive”—
therefore the secret to a good marriage is to: (1) know Jesus—salvation; (2) apply these 
principles to the fullest degree through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Original Intent—from God’s establishment of marriage, we also can see the limits of this 
framework by seeing what He commanded and by what He didn’t command. (1) He 
didn’t create a way for a person to find sexual satisfaction (or to procreate) outside of 
marriage. (2) He didn’t create a way for the marriage to end—thus it is implied that this 
was a lifelong relationship. (3) He didn’t created more than two people for the marriage 
relationship—thus marriage wasn’t to be made up of multiple spouses. (4) He created two 
people with two genders for this relationship—not two of the same gender—thus the 
marriage relationship can only be defined by one male and one female. 
Mark 10:6-9 

• Time and Culture—because these are based on creation and Jesus’ relationship with the 
church, which doesn’t change over time nor are they based on a specific culture, these 
truths will also transcend time and culture—thus being permanently established on earth. 

Review Questions
• What does “the relational framework for marriage” mean? 
• What are the three steps of the relational framework? 
• What does “the spiritual framework for marriage” mean? 
• What are the three principles of the spiritual framework? 
• What is some practical wisdom we can understand from these truths? 
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3. What Is The Right Perspective For Marriage?
Marriage is more than the benefits that it offers: companionship, sexual fulfillment and 
offspring. Although these are good and part of God’s design for marriage, there is also a 
greater purpose for marriage that can be seen through the right perspective for marriage: 
holiness not happiness. The main purpose of our marriage is to make us holy—to be more 
like Jesus—not to make us happy. The result of the spiritual framework being applied to 
marriage is that through the power of the Holy Spirit we are being sanctified. 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

Loving God And Loving Others
• Having the right perspective for marriage starts with having the right perspective about 

the purpose of our lives. God is our Creator, the One who gave us life, so He is worthy of 
our glory, honor and obedience. Everything He created was for His glory. He did not 
create us because He needed someone to glorify Him or because He was lonely, but 
because He wanted to share the joy of His glory with us. Therefore, the purpose of our 
lives is to glorify God through a loving relationship with Him. As believers, we aim to love 
the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
Psalm 16:11; Isaiah 43:7; Matthew 22:36-38; 1 John 4:19; Revelation 4:11 

• For this purpose to be to be accomplished we have to realize that it is directly connected 
to not only how we love God but also how we love others. We might find it easy to show 
love towards God who is completely good but hard to show love towards others who are 
completely sinful. But our love for God is attached to how we love people. Therefore, one 
purpose of marriage is for two sinners who have been redeemed by God’s grace and 
desire to obey the two love commandments is to: teach each other how to love like God 
loves. Once we are married we can’t claim to love God while we hate our spouse—the 
person with the closest relationship with us. In marriage, we learn everything about our 
spouse—all the good and all the bad—and we are called to love them anyway. Therefore, 
marriage challenges us to love others and teaches us to love God. 
Matthew 22:39-40; 1 John 4:20-21; Ephesians 5:28 

Spiritual Growth and Sanctification 
• God often uses marriage as an analogy for our relationship with Him. In the Old Testament 

it is most notably used as an analogy for God’s relationship with Israel and in the New 
Testament it is most notably used as an analogy for Jesus’ relationship with the church. 
Either way, all of the analogies point to God’s relationship with man and helps us to gain a 
better understanding so that we can grow spiritually. 
Hosea 2:16, 19; Isaiah 62:5; Jeremiah 3:8; Matthew 9:15; 22:1-14; Mark 8:28; Ephesians 5:22-33; Revelation 19:7 

• We are sinners—that means we have committed wrongful acts against God. But God sent 
Jesus to give His life in place of sinners so that we could be reconciled to Him. By faith in 
Jesus we are saved from the eternal punishment of hell and are being sanctified and 
cleansed by the transforming work of the Holy Spirit and the Bible in our lives. At the end 
of the this process all believers we will be presented as holy and without blemish to 
Jesus. When this gospel, the spiritual framework, is applied to our marriage, the purpose 
is to provide a means of sanctification—to become holy. 
Ephesians 5:25-27 

- Man-centered view of marriage: This view points to “happiness” or any other 
temporary desire as the purpose for marriage. It gives the marriage relationship a 
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shallow meaning and only calls for faithfulness when this desire is being fulfilled. 
Marriage isn’t easy and these desires (long-term happiness, bearing children, sexual 
satisfaction, etc.) might not come to fruition. This is the wrong perspective for marriage 
and one that often ends in divorce because of no compelling reason to continue on. 

- God-centered view of marriage: This view points to “holiness” or modeling Jesus’ love 
for the church as the purpose for marriage. It gives the marriage relationship a deep 
meaning and calls for faithfulness even when our temporary desires aren’t being 
fulfilled. This is the right perspective for marriage and often results in a hard and 
uncomfortable process of repentance, humility and self-sacrifice. 

• As believers, our motivation is to be accepted of Jesus—that we make it our aim to 
please Him. We don’t make decisions based on “this world’s” opinion or ideas but we are 
“transformed by the renewing of our minds”—meaning we allow the Bible to change our 
way of thinking—so that we can prove to the world God’s ways. We don’t live for 
ourselves, but we live for Jesus, to please Him. We have been given the “ministry of 
reconciliation” and we are “ambassadors for Christ”. Therefore, everything in our lives, 
especially our marriages, should live in harmony with this identity and ministry. The 
motivation of a believer’s marriage is to please God in all things with the result of being 
mutually sanctified along the way. 
2 Corinthians 5:9, 15, 18-20; Ephesians 5:10; Romans 12:1-2 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• Marriage problems often arise when one or both persons are choosing to not please 

Jesus in that moment. This often arises from selfishness or pride that causes us to focus 
on ourselves instead of the other person. If each person is sacrificially serving the other 
with the goal of pleasing Jesus it will result in joyful unity and honor to God. 

• Marriage is the perfect example of how reconciliation works (two imperfect people 
choosing to love each other by grace) and thus serves as a witness to the world about 
how they can be reconciled to God. Divorce on the other hand terminates the marriage 
and contradicts (not negates) our message. Therefore, it is our Biblical obligation to keep 
our marriages together and to do all we can to please God in them. 

• Choosing the God-centered view of marriage allows you to drop all the wrong 
expectations that you have for your spouse or marriage—mainly that of your spouse 
being the ultimate fulfillment of all that you desire—something that can only be satisfied 
by God. If you carry these wrong expectations into marriage you will be met with 
dissatisfaction. Remember, marriage is temporary, but God is eternal. 

• Marriage can be hard if your spouse is not a believer and does not have the right 
perspective for marriage, but you are still called to have the right perspective and fulfill 
your duties—sacrificially loving your spouse as a witness of the gospel. 
1 Corinthians 7:12-15; 1 Peter 3:1 

Review Questions
• What is the purpose of our lives? 
• What is connected to our main purpose? How does it apply to marriage? 
• What are the two views of marriage? Which is right? 
• What is a believer’s motivation for all he does? 
• What is the right perspective for marriage: holiness or happiness? 
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4. What Is The Design Of Sex In Marriage?
Sex is a gift that God has given to a married couple to enjoy. It is an expression of their 
marriage covenant—to live their life together and never to be broken apart. Sex is also 
essential to sustain the marriage covenant and have a healthy marriage. 

Sex Is The Expression Of The Marriage Covenant
• When two individuals get married they become one unit—meaning that every part of their 

lives are intertwined together and never to be broken apart. It is a covenant where you 
agree to give up your independence and become dependent on your spouse. Sex 
represents this truth because you vulnerably and intimately give all of yourself—physical, 
emotional, mental, psychologic, etc—to your spouse (maybe at marriage you have 
nothing else to give). Therefore, sex is part of fulfilling the covenant and is a frequent 
reminder of it—that you are living life as one unit through all of life's changes. 
Genesis 2:24-25; Proverbs 2:17 

• Sex is exclusively for those in a marriage covenant—all other sexual activity is a breach of  
this covenant. God designed sex as a way to unite with and commit to your spouse. 
Therefore, sex outside of this covenant means that on the surface level you “cleave” and 
become “one flesh” with someone who is not your spouse and whom you have no 
commitment to permanently being one unit that is intertwined together. Also, sex outside 
of marriage is a cycle of uniting and dividing—something that is only harmful to those 
involved as they vulnerably and intimately give themselves to each other for only a 
moment. It can lead to physical, emotional and mental problems. For these reasons, sex 
is held in high esteem and reserved for marriage—when you are ready to totally, 
perpetually and solely give yourself to your spouse. 
1 Corinthians 6:15-20; Hebrews 13:4 

Sex Is Essential To Sustain The Marriage Covenant
• Sex is a gift given by you to your spouse. In marriage each spouse has an obligation (due 

benevolence) to give sex to the other. Each spouse should be willing to offer their bodies 
to the other spouse so that his/her sexual wants and needs will be fulfilled. Marriage gives 
the rights to your body for sex to your spouse—which means three things: (1) each 
spouse doesn’t have the right to use or give his/her body for sex with anyone other than 
his/her spouse; (2) each spouse is compelled to use his/her body to fulfill his/her spouse’s 
sexual needs; (3) each spouse doesn’t have the right to look for sex anywhere other than 
his/her spouse. 
1 Corinthians 7:3-4 

• Sex within marriage should be frequent. Sex is an important part of a marriage 
relationship and neither spouse should deny sex or keep the other spouse from obtaining 
his/her sexual satisfaction within the marriage. The only time that sexual relations should 
be stopped within the marriage is when both spouses agree for a certain period of time 
and for a valid reason (focus on fasting, prayer, etc.). Then when the time ends they start 
having frequent sex again. Any abstinence from sex within marriage means that sexual 
passions intensify and Satan can use that to tempt them to sin because of their lack of 
self-control (incontinency) in that moment. 
1 Corinthians 7:5 

• Sex is for pleasure within marriage and should be enjoyed by both spouses. Song of 
Solomon is a book of the Bible that records love poems that give us a glimpse into the 
proper attitude that God wants married couples to have regarding sex in their marriage: to 
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be happy, gratified and content in your spouse. From this and other verses in the Bible, 
we know that each spouse is to enjoy and take pleasure in his/her spouse’s body—even 
as his/her body changes over time, he/she is always your standard for beauty and sexual 
satisfaction. 
Proverbs 5:15-20; Song of Solomon 1:2; 2:3, 6; 4:5 

• Sex is for procreation—meaning two come together sexually to produce one child from 
among them. God chose to continue the human race through this process. Note: This is 
one reason for sex, but it is not the only reason. Some have misunderstood that sex was 
only for procreation and not for pleasure—this is a wrong view of God’s design for sex. 
Genesis 1:28; 4:1 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• Sex is more about giving than it is getting. This means that you should be willing to put 

your spouse’s sexual needs above your own and see sex as something you can do for 
him/her. Both sides are focused on pleasing the other—not themselves. 

• Sex is more than just a natural desire that needs to be filled however, whenever and with 
whoever. It is a desire that is to be reserved and fulfilled only in marriage. We are to obey 
God’s word and not commit fornication—not matter how unreasonable or hard it seems—
you choose to worship and obey God, not sex. Ultimately, to avoid sinning sexually 
longterm, the Bible says to get married. 
1 Corinthians 7:2; 10:8 

• Sex is not something to be neglected—it isn’t disgusting or gross. You are to know that it 
is something that was created by God for your pleasure within the marriage covenant. 

• Lust, pornography and fantasizing about sexual activities is also a breach of the marriage 
covenant because it is fornication. Emotionally and mentally you are sinning against God 
and your spouse. You are to not dwell on wrong thoughts when they come. 
Matthew 5:27-28; Mark 7:21-23; Philippians 4:8 

• Sex outside of marriage might give you instant gratification, but it also might give you 
lasting problems, such as: sexual transmitted diseases or pregnancies outside of 
wedlock—which often leads to single mothers, abandoned/unwanted children or 
abortion. It could also lead to divorce—God hates divorce. He never sanctions it in the 
Bible, but He does allow it for fornication. 
Matthew 19:3-9; Malachi 2:16 

• Overcoming Sexual Sin: (1) If you had sex before marriage, outside of marriage or you are 
addicted to pornography you need to repent of your sexual sin. (2) Know that God will 
completely forgive you. (3) Embrace God’s design for sex—start living in obedience to it. 

• Sexual Abuse or Assault is any sexual activity forced on another without their consent or 
by abuse of authority. Maybe you were sexually abused as a child, teenager or an adult. 
You are a victim. But as a believer you no longer have to feel worthless, rejected or bitter 
because God is willing to accept you as your are. Allow the Holy Spirit to heal your wound 
and don’t let it cause a lack of trust in your marriage or a bad attitude towards sex. 
Psalm 34:18 

Review Questions
• What is the expression of the marriage covenant? Why? 
• Why is sex is exclusively for those in a marriage covenant? 
• What is essential to sustain the marriage covenant? Why? 
• What is sex for? 
• What is some practical wisdom regarding sex? 
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5. How Do I Achieve An Honorable Marriage?
An honorable marriage is one that is respectable, upright and worthy of imitation. It is a 
marriage that strives to give God maximum glory. This can be accomplished through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and applying the powerful principle of love and respect. 

The Power Of The Holy Spirit In Marriage
• Achieving an honorable marriage starts with the same thing that it takes to live an 

honorable Christian life: the Holy Spirit. As believers, we are commanded to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. This happens more than once and it takes place when we allow the Word 
of God (that the Holy Spirit inspired) to change who we are. We must read, study, 
meditate on and submit to it. We cannot do this on our own, so the Holy Spirit helps us in 
our understanding and, through the Word, fills us to walk in His ways—giving you the 
power to serve God, serve others and to serve your spouse. 
Ephesians 5:15-20; Colossians 3:16-17 

• Being filled with the Holy Spirit has a direct effect on your relationship with your spouse. 
The three immediate results to being filled with the Holy Spirit mentioned in Ephesians is: 
(1) Singing in public and private—to the Lord. This expresses our joy and reminds us of 
great Bible truths. (2) Giving thanks always and for everything—unto God and the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. This helps us to keep the right focus and 
acknowledges our appreciation for God’s sovereignty in our lives. (3) Submitting to one 
another—in the fear of God. This is the new way that we as believers are to approach our 
relationships. Each of these will effect your marriage, but the way you understand and 
apply this new approach to your relationships will have the greatest effect. You are not to 
do anything through selfish ambition (strife) or conceit (vainglory), but in humility 
(lowliness of mind) you are to consider others better than yourself. You are not to just care 
about your own things and interests, but also on the things and interests of others. You 
are to let this mindset be in you, just like it was in Jesus. You don’t live for yourself but you 
live for others. 
Ephesians 5:21; Philippians 2:2-5; Romans 15:1-3 

- In marriage, you don’t live your yourself, but for your spouse. You have the obligation 
to bear his/her infirmities, to build him/her up and strengthen him/her, not focusing on 
pleasing yourself. Selfishness is the enemy of an honorable marriage. Selflessness is 
the friend of an honorable marriage. 

- In marriage, living a Spirit-filled life isn’t based on life circumstances or the happiness 
of your marriage, but since the object and motivation is God Himself, you can choose 
to live this way even in the hardest of situations. You ultimately live for God and he is 
the source of your joy and love. 
2 Corinthians 5:15; Romans 5:1-5 

• As you are led by the Spirit, your regular way of life should be characterized by the fruit of 
the Spirit. All of the following will grow up together as a single “fruit” of the Spirit in you 
and support an honorable marriage: Love—good, service and regard towards another 
because of their intrinsic value and giving up one’s rights for another; Joy—feelings of 
great pleasure and happiness based on knowing God; Peace—confidence in the 
sovereignty of God as you go through life’s changing circumstances; Longsuffering—
patient endurance through hard times; Gentleness—being friendly, courteous, 
considerate and generous to others; Goodness—trying to be moral and honest at all 
times; Faith—faithful, loyal, constant, steadfast, reliable; Meekness—humble and gentle; 
Temperance—controlling yourself and making the right choices. 
Galatians 5:16-25 
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The Power Of Love And Respect In Marriage  
Ephesians 5:33

• In the same passage of Scripture that teaches us the spiritual framework for marriage and 
gives us the right perspective for marriage, holiness not happiness, the author ends the 
chapter with a verse that gets very practical saying, “Nevertheless”—meaning that even 
though God designed marriage so that we could picture the relationship between Jesus 
and the church, there was still a practical application to be made for how the conduct of 
marriage was to be carried out. The verse goes on to say: “let every one of you in 
particular”—meaning each married person is to treat their spouse in the following way: 
“love his wife even as himself”—the husband is called to unconditionally love his wife; 
“the wife see that she reverence her husband”—the wife is called to unconditionally 
respect her husband. To see this from another angle, the Bible is saying that a wife needs 
love and a husband needs respect. When each spouse chooses to see this need in their 
spouse’s life and commits to fulfilling it as in obedience to the Lord, then they are on the 
right track towards an honorable marriage. 

• Husbands are to give unconditional love and need unconditional respect. Unconditional 
love means that a husband chooses to love his wife with a love that is not subject to any 
conditions. It means that even though he needs respect from his wife, which makes loving 
her easier, he choose to love her even when he doesn’t get the respect he needs. To love 
your wife as yourself means that you are going to treat her like he would naturally treat 
himself—with great care and concern for whole being (physical, mental, emotional, 
spiritual, etc.). It goes so far that you are willing to forfeit your rights, privileges and even 
life for your wife’s benefit. 

• Wives are to give unconditional respect and need unconditional love. Unconditional 
respect means that a wife chooses to respect her husband with a respect that is not 
subject to any conditions. It means that even though she needs love from her husband, 
which makes respecting him easier, she choose to respect him even when she doesn’t 
get the love she needs. To reverence your husband means that your attitude towards your 
husband is to be one of respect—to understand and appreciate your husband for what 
he does right, how God has made him and treating Him a gracious and submissive 
manner even when he doesn’t have many achievements to point to. 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• Who is going to be first? As sinners, we often think that we will fulfill our side of the 

agreement when our spouse fulfills his/her side first. The problem is our spouse is thinking 
the same thing. Both sides are waiting on the other to do right first. So the Biblical call of 
living a Spirit-filled life and showing unconditional love or respect means that you go first. 

• Are you obeying God? Your spouse will let you down and do things that make you not 
want to “walk in the Spirit” or show love or respect towards them, but since this is a 
command from God we aren’t supposed to obey this based on feelings but on faith. 

Review Questions
• What does an honorable marriage mean? 
• What does the power of the Holy Spirit in marriage mean? 
• What is the new approach believer’s have towards their relationships? 
• What does the power of love and respect in marriage mean? 
• What does unconditional love and respect mean? 
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6. How Do I Forgive My Spouse?
Marriage teaches you how to forgive sinners—especially your spouse. A perfect marriage 
doesn’t exists—all marriages will have to deal with sin, struggles, anger, resentment, 
bitterness, disagreements, arguments, hard times, etc. But as endeavor to obey the Bible 
and live life together with your spouse, you will learn how to instantly and continually forgive 
your spouse when he/she wrongs you in the same way that you have experienced 
forgiveness by God through Jesus. 

The Spouse Forgiven By Jesus, Learns To Forgive His/Her Spouse
• Jesus is the standard to measure our forgiveness—meaning that we are to forgive in the 

same way and to the same extent that Jesus forgave us. As believers, Jesus has 
completely forgave all of our sins: past, present and future. Every failure and wrong thing 
we have done is forgiven. Forgiveness means the offended one chooses to pardon all the 
consequences of the wrongdoing by the offender—not causing them to pay the full price. 
Jesus endured hardship while on earth, but also took the initiative to forgive. In the same 
way, you are to forbear your spouse—meaning that you have to endure the hardships that 
come with marriage even during the unpleasant and difficult times, but also you are to 
pardon all the consequences (anger, resentment, bitterness, silence) for the wrongdoing 
they have done against you. This is a simple principle: “The forgiven forgive”—because 
Jesus forgave you, you should be willing to forgive others. Ultimately, forgiveness is a 
command to be obeyed. Therefore, the first step to learning how to forgive your spouse is 
to first experience true forgiveness for yourself by the Great Forgiver—Jesus. 
Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:32 

• Jesus forgave those He loved when they sinned against Him. He was sent on a mission to 
save sinners because of God’s love for them. Jesus worked great miracles, taught the 
truth of God and only showed loved towards mankind. But mankind rejected His love and 
crucified Him on the cross. As He was hanging on the cross, He said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do.” Jesus was willing to forgive those who rejected 
and crucified Him. Ultimately, He did nothing but love them and they sinned against Him, 
but Jesus forgave them—even as He was being offended—He was willing to pay the debt 
for their offense. Therefore, forgiving your spouse includes being willing to forgive them 
as you are being offended—knowing Jesus already payed the debt for their sins. 
Luke 23:33-34 

• Jesus forgiveness is always available. As believers, we are to continually confess our sins 
to God and we know that God, through the blood of Jesus Christ His Son, is faithful and 
just to forgive our sins. When we first confess our sins and Jesus as Lord, we receive 
salvation and establish our permanent relationship (nothing can change this), but 
continual confession is part of our life to maintain healthy fellowship with God. It means 
that we recognize the sin in our lives, agree with God about it and see it from His 
perspective. Ultimately, continual confession is a characteristic of a true believer and God 
is continually cleaning us from all unrighteousness. Therefore, forgiving your spouse 
includes always making your forgiveness available and approachable. 
1 John 1:9; Colossians 2:13; Luke 15:11-32; Luke 17:3-4 

Principles From Biblical Forgiveness
• Forgiving your spouse means removing his/her sin from him/her. It means that you choose 

to no longer see him/her as that person or identify them by their sin (no more name 
calling). The Bible says that as far as the East is from the West, so far God has removed 
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our “transgressions” from us. The distance between the East and the West can be 
unending and in the same way God has distanced our sin from us. He doesn’t hold our 
past sins and failures over our head, but makes them distant from us in such a way they 
are no longer associated with us. Forgiveness in marriage means no longer associating 
your spouse’s sin with your spouse. 
Psalm 103:12; Micah 7:19 

• Forgiving your spouse means forgetting his/her sin. The Bible says that God forgives our 
iniquity and He will remember our sin no more. God is willing to forget all of our 
wrongdoings and how we have offended Him. It may be hard for us to forget the sins of 
our spouse, but this is where the “process of forgiveness” comes into play—meaning 
each time it comes into your thoughts you choose to not think on it and forgive your 
spouse once again. Forgiveness in marriage means no longer keeping in mind your 
spouse’s sin for contemplation or consideration. 
Jeremiah 31:34 

• Forgiving your spouse means blotting out his/her sins. The Bible says that not only does 
God choose to not remember our sins, but that He blots out our transgressions for His 
own sake. God erases the record of all of our acts that go against Him or His law. There is 
no list that keeps track of all of our failures or sins. Forgiveness in marriage means no 
longer keeping a mental or physical record of any of your spouse’s sins. 
Isaiah 43:25 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• Every marriage goes through struggles and problems, so it isn’t “if” but “when” and how 

you choose to respond to it is the important part. You need to choose to move towards 
your spouse when you fall so that things can be resolved, not away from him/her. 

• Unforgiveness hurts you and your spouse. It is like a poison you drink expecting to hurt 
the other person—but since you are united together as one it hurts both sides. Not 
forgiving each other in marriage can lead to lasting hurt feelings which can lead to 
apathy, criticism, silence, sexlessness, independence or sudden bursts of anger. No one 
wins when unforgiveness reigns. 

• Anger is often a result of being sinned against. The Bible tells us not to sin in response to 
this anger but to deal with it daily. The reason is that prolonged anger can lead us to sin. 
Therefore, we should make it a habit to do all we can to fix the situation right away. 
Ephesians 4:26-27; Psalm 4:4; Romans 12:17-21 

• If God removes, forgets and blots out our sin, then we can conclude that He isn’t going to 
mention it again. We should do the same. There is no need to bring up your spouse’s sins 
again during an argument if you are truly trying to forgive them like Jesus forgave you. 

• Whenever there is physical, verbal or sexual abuse; martial unfaithfulness or other 
destructive behavior that extends beyond normal disagreements or arguments it needs to 
be reported to the correct authorities and a third party may be needed to help with this 
confrontation and prevent future abuse. 

Review Questions
• Who is the standard to measure our forgiveness? Why? 
• What did Jesus do when those He loved sinned against Him? 
• When is Jesus forgiveness available? 
• What are three principles from biblical forgiveness? 
• Is there unforgiveness in your marriage or life that needs dealt with? 
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7. How Do I Love My Spouse?
Marriage teaches you how to love sinners—especially your spouse. Marriage doesn’t 
create the problems that arise between you and your spouse but it does reveal the 
problems as your start to live life together. As these problems arise, you have a choice to 
love your spouse in the same way that you have experienced love from God through Jesus. 

What Should Love In Marriage Be Like?
• The Old Testament describes some characteristics about love within a marriage 

covenant: (1) Love is being solely committed to your spouse like a seal on your heart or 
arm. A “seal” was like a personal stamp or object to sign documents. It showed 
ownership of something and was closely guarded. (2) Love between you and your 
spouse is to be unending or unyielding, just as strong as death which is without end. (3) 
Love is being completely devoted to your spouse with extreme intensity and conviction. 
Marriage zeal (righteous jealousy) is the appropriate desire for what you have a right to 
(your spouse) just like death (the grave) is relentless (cruel) and doesn’t give up the dead
—nor do we give up our love—it binds us together forever. (4) Love between you and 
your spouse is “all-consuming” like a blazing fire. (5) Love cannot be quenched no matter 
the difficulty that arises. It is a fire that can’t be extinguished by many waters or drowned 
in a flood—it is invincible. (6) Love in marriage is priceless—it cannot be bought but only 
given. If you tried to give everything you owned for your spouse’s love, it would be totally 
rejected because real love can’t be purchased—it is greater than all material value. 
Song of Solomon 8:6-7 

• The New Testament describes some characteristics about true love and what it is really 
like. You can apply these truths to know how to love your spouse with a perfect love—a 
love that never fails: (1) suffers long—patient and even-tempered during difficult times 
with your spouse; (2) kind—try to be gentle, considerate and sympathetic with your 
spouse; (3) envies not—doesn’t become upset over your spouse’s advantages; (4) vaunts 
not itself (boastful)—you aren’t focused on expressing your self-importance but on your 
spouse’s; (5) not puffed up (prideful)—doesn’t exaggerate a sense of self at the detriment 
of your spouse; (6) does not behave itself unseemly (rude)—not being offensive or 
impolite to your spouse; (7) seeks not its own—doesn’t take advantage of your spouse to 
fulfill your own desires; (8) not easily provoked—doesn’t get easily upset or irritable at 
your spouse and doesn’t take everything personally; (9) thinks no evil—doesn’t keep 
count of all your spouse’s failures or sins and become resentful towards him/her; (10) 
rejoices not in iniquity—doesn’t feel happy when your spouse does wrong; (11) rejoices in 
the truth—does feel happy when your spouse does right; (12) bears all things—willing to 
suffer everything that marriage brings; (13) believes all things—willing to trust your 
spouse without limits; (14) hopes all things—willing to expect good in your marriage; (15) 
endures all things—willing to courageously withstand all trials by your spouse’s side. 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

Principles From Biblical Love
• Loving your spouse means choosing to serve and sacrifice. The ultimate example of love 

is the love of God greatly expressed towards us through Jesus' death on the cross. He 
was willing to sacrifice everything including His life so that we might be saved. Love in 
marriage should also reflect this type of sacrificial love and be one that is all-giving and is 
willing to sacrifice oneself for the benefit of his/her spouse. You shouldn’t enter marriage 
with the expectation to be “ministered to” by your spouse but “to minister” to your spouse. 
John 15:12-13; Mark 10:45 
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• Loving your spouse means choosing to love first. The Bible says that God “first loved us” 
and because of that, “we love Him.” We didn’t initiate the love but God did—He chose to 
love us when we didn’t love Him. You are commanded to love others, including your 
spouse, with this same kind of love. This means that when an issue needs to be resolved 
in your marriage, you don’t wait for your spouse to initiate the loving process that will 
restore the relationship, but you will choose to love first and initiate the loving process 
even if it is your spouse’s fault because you are loving him/her like God loved you. 
1 John 4:10-11, 19 

• Loving your spouse means choosing to love when he/she doesn’t deserve it. When we 
were still enemies of God, Jesus died for us, therefore your love towards your spouse isn’t 
based on the current conditions (whether good or bad) of your marriage, but you love 
regardless of the situation—even when it is not merited or not reciprocated. 
Romans 5:7-8 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• There are five practical ways to express love to your spouse: words, actions, time, gifts, 

touch. Each of these are important to express love to your spouse, but there may also be 
one or more that is prominent to your spouse—meaning they feel more loved when you 
express a certain one. Therefore, study your spouse and discover what expression makes 
them feel loved the most and start showing love in that way. 

• Loving your spouse means choosing to love the person but hate his/her sin. How do love 
your spouse but hate his/her sin? The Bible says that you are to love others like you love 
yourself and in this simple command we have the answer to our question. You struggle 
with sin, you hate it when you do sin, sometimes you don’t understand why you have a 
hard time with sin, but even though you greatly dislike your sin, you sill love yourself. 
When you sin you don’t hate yourself, but you hate the wrong thing you did—the sin. You 
hate the sin because you love yourself and know it isn’t right. If you didn’t love yourself 
then you wouldn’t care what you did. Therefore, to love your spouse but hate his/her sin is 
to learn from your own example and love him/her like you love yourself. 
Matthew 22:39; Ephesians 5:33 

• Love is not reduced to feelings (like so many movies, books, songs and other worldly 
media present it), but love is an action. This means that you can choose to love your 
spouse even when all the feelings of being “in-love” have disappeared. It is a decision 
that you have to make each and every day even if the natural feelings aren’t there. 

• Your spouse will change and your love should grow with those changes. You probably 
loved who your spouse was when you got married, but your spouse will drastically 
change over time and will no longer be that person. Each person is being molded into 
something new (emotionally, spiritually, intellectually, financially, physically) by life’s 
experiences and you are choosing to love not only who they are today but who they will 
become.  

Review Questions
• How does the Old Testament describe love? 
• How does the New Testament describe love? 
• What are three principles from biblical love? 
• What are five practical ways to express love to your spouse? 
• How do you love your spouse but hate their sin? 
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8. How Do I Serve My Spouse?
Marriage teaches you how to serve sinners—especially your spouse. When two individuals 
come together in marriage they are both entering into servanthood—meaning you are 
agreeing not to be self-serving, but to be a selfless servant towards your spouse. This type 
of service calls for self-sacrifice as exemplified by Jesus. 

Jesus’ Ultimate Sacrifice Challenges Spouses To Sacrifice
• Jesus loved us by sacrificing Himself for us. He loved us so much that He was willing to 

“give Himself” for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God. As believers, we are to “walk in 
love,” meaning that our behavior is to be characterized by the same kind of love that 
Jesus loved us with. We should be willing to lay down our lives for others, especially your 
spouse. In marriage, you serve your spouse by sacrificing yourself for his/her benefit. This 
means you are willing to “give yourself” to your spouse; you are willing to endure loss of 
someone or something for him/her; you “give up/away” your rights, time, money and 
wants for your spouse; it is a call to selfless sacrifice. 
Ephesians 5:2, 25; 1 John 3:16; John 15:13 

• Jesus willingly sacrificed His life for us. He had the power or authority to keep anyone 
from taking His life, but instead without reluctance and ungrudgingly He denied Himself 
and died on the cross in our place. In marriage, you serve your spouse by willingly giving 
up something even if you have the power to do otherwise. You are choosing to 
“relinquish,” meaning you voluntarily cease to keep or claim “something” for the good of 
your spouse. You are to do it with an attitude that honors God—you don’t live with a 
resentful or reluctant attitude towards him/her because of the sacrifice you made. 
John 10:18; Philippians 2:6-7 

Principles From Biblical Service
• Serving your spouse means doing acts of humility for him/her. Before Jesus was crucified 

on the cross, He was at supper with His disciples. He knew that His time had come and 
that God had given all things into His hands, but instead of exercising His great authority 
in this time of great anxiety He performed the lowly task of washing His disciples feet. At 
that time they wore sandals so it was customary to wash your feet when sitting down for a 
meal. This was the job of the lowest servant, but Jesus was the leader, He was the Son of 
God. He even knew that one of His disciples were going to betray Him, but He still chose 
to do this act of humility. He then challenges all believers to do the same. We are to serve 
those each other in lowliness of heart, even those who are under us. Therefore, in 
marriage you should find areas to serve your spouse through acts of humility. 
John 13:1-17 

• Serving your spouse means having a mindset of servitude. Jesus’ disciples came to 
Jesus and were wanting to seek greatness and it caused the others to be upset, so Jesus 
used this opportunity to teach them a great truth: the “great” or “chiefest” are those who 
are servants of all. Believers are not to exercise lordship or authority over others like 
unbelievers do. Just like Jesus, who came not to be served but to serve, we are to do the 
same. Therefore, neither spouse is to completely dominate the relationship like a master 
or to reign over the other like he/she has sovereign power, but instead you enter marriage 
with the mindset that you are to serve your spouse—not to control him/her. 
Mark 10:35-45 

17



Firm Foundations Three

• Serving your spouse means putting him/her first. After another argument among Jesus 
disciples about who would be greatest, Jesus told them that if anyone desired to be first, 
the same shall be last of all and servant of all. Jesus is telling them that if they want to be 
great, then they are to put other’s priorities over their own. Therefore, you are not to seek 
your needs and wants first but humbly serve your spouse by putting his/her needs above 
your own. His/her needs are priority in your life—especially over self. 
Mark 9:33-35 

• Serving your spouse means serving him/her as to the Lord. As Paul addressed the role of 
Christian servants with their masters, he directs the attention to the motivation behind the 
service of the servants. The servants were to serve with sincerity, fearing God (not with 
eyeservice, as menpleasers). Their focus was to do whatever they did heartily as unto 
God and not men because ultimately they served Jesus. They were to serve well even if 
their masters were crooked, dishonest, immoral or evasive because God was their 
motivation (not the person they were serving) behind their service. Therefore, in marriage 
you should serve your spouse even if he/she doesn’t deserve it or even if you will have to 
suffer wrongfully by doing so. Jesus suffered for us and left us an example and we should 
follow in His footsteps. God should be your motivation to serve your spouse. 
Colossians 3:17, 23-24; 1 Peter 2:18-23; 4:10-11 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• Selfishness is the opposite of serving. It means that both spouses are placing their own 

needs and wants as priority over his/her spouse’s. We should genuinely be concerned 
with our spouse’s welfare and not just for our own interests. 

• There are common areas that give rise to selfishness in marriage that every couple should 
be aware of: (1) Finances—money is a means of power and we often use this power to 
benefit ourselves more than our spouse or us the power to control them. (2) Time—this is 
limited and everyone has the same amount so we often want to selfishly protect our time 
instead of using it to serve our spouse for their benefit because we think our time is more 
valuable than theirs. (3) Decisions—when one spouse has to make a decision for the 
family, it is easy to make a selfish decision, only thinking about your needs or wants 
without taking your spouse into consideration. (4) Expectations—you expect certain 
things from your spouse in return for serving him/her, but when those expectations go 
unmet there will be problems. Instead you should serve without expecting anything in 
return—to serve out of love—no expectations. Questions: Ask yourself, are any of the 
contentions in your marriage because you are being selfish in these areas? What if you 
chose to selflessly serve your spouse, meaning that you would have to sacrifice in these 
areas (give up money, time, decisions, expectations), how would things change in your 
marriage? 

• Be a blessing to your spouse and serve him/her through your words. One of the things we 
learned from Jesus’ example is that He didn’t respond with sinful speech to those who 
orally abused Him. As a believer, you are called to respond back with blessings not the 
same verbal attacks or abusive words that is being spoken against you by your spouse. 
1 Peter 2:22-24; 3:8-9 

Review Questions
• Jesus loved us by doing what for us? 
• Serving your spouse means doing what? 
• Serving your spouse means having what? 
• Serving your spouse means putting who first? 
• What are the common areas that give rise to selfishness in marriage? 
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9. How Do I Extend Grace To My Spouse?
Marriage teaches you how to extend grace to sinners—especially your spouse. Each 
spouse will experience his/her own share of disappointments, defeats and deficiencies 
from his/her spouse. It is through these experiences that you will be challenged to be a 
minster of grace—showing favor to your spouse in spite of his/her problems in the same 
way God extended grace to you through Jesus. 

All Of Grace—Experience Grace, Extend Grace
• Grace is unmerited by the receiver. Mankind was unsuccessful in living up to God’s 

standard of perfection. We sinned against Him and deserved death and eternal 
separation from Him. We absolutely failed Him. But God loved us. He didn’t want us to be 
eternally separated from Him. Therefore, He chose to make a way to save us. We did 
nothing to merit His love for us, but He choose to show grace—His free and unmerited 
favor. In marriage, there will be times when your spouse doesn’t live up to your “standard” 
for him/her and might not deserve you being good to him/her, but like God you should 
choose to extend grace—showing favor to him/her in spite of his/her failures. 
Ephesians 2:5-8; Romans 3:10-12 

• Grace is costly for the giver. Not only did we not deserve God’s goodness but we were 
unable to pay for the wrong we did. For God to make a way to save us by grace meant 
that He would take the responsibility of paying our debt. His Son, Jesus, would have to 
die in our place to make a way for our sins to be forgiven. Grace is like a gift. God is the 
Giver. He willingly bears the expense of saving us by sacrificing His Son. By the grace of 
God Jesus tasted death for every man. He gave up everything so that we “through His 
poverty might be rich”. We had no worth or value for God to accept us, but Him choosing 
to accept us by grace gave us the value and worth that we lacked. In marriage, when 
your spouse is unable or unwilling to make their wrongs right, you should choose to 
extend grace to him/her and it might be “costly” because you will have to bear the 
expense of it. 
Hebrews 2:9; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Ephesians 4:7; 2 Timothy 1:9-10 

• Grace is free for the receiver. Just like a gift is received at no cost, salvation is received at 
no cost. Salvation is not earned. God offers salvation through grace, thus it can only be 
accepted by faith—meaning we choose to trust in Jesus’ works and not in our own works. 
By the grace of God we are saved. In marriage, you extend grace to your spouse without 
expecting anything in return—you aren’t keeping a record of the good things you have 
done for your spouse and expecting him/her to pay you back. 
Romans 4:16; 11:6 

Principles From Biblical Grace
• Extending grace to your spouse starts with growing in your relationship with Jesus. Grace 

is part of Jesus’ character. He is gracious. He lived a life that exemplified what it means to 
willingly show favor toward the unworthy and undeserving without forcing anything to be 
owed in return for it. As believers, we are to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Jesus. This not only prevents believers from being led astray by false teaching, but it 
deepens our understanding about how to properly live out our faith. Also, the evidence of 
God's grace in our lives and the lives of others should cause us to give thanks unto God. 
Therefore, in marriage you should extend grace by first cultivating your relationship with 
Jesus, so that you know how to extend grace like Jesus did. 
2 Peter 1:2, 3:18; 1 Corinthians 1:3-8; 15:10; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; Titus 2:11-14; 2 Timothy 2:1 
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• Extending grace to your spouse means using the right speech to minister to him/her. As 
believers, we are to stop sinning and start doing good works as we become more like 
Jesus. This includes the way that we communicate. We no longer allow “corrupt 
communication” to come out of our mouths. This kind of talk is offensive, useless and 
damaging.  We are to intentionally refuse to respond with corrupt communication. Instead, 
we are to have “good communication”. This kind of talk is respectful, useful and 
constructive. It means that you are trying to edify others and minister grace to or benefit 
the hearer even if he/she doesn’t deserve it. This not only includes “what” we say but also 
“how” we say it. Therefore, in marriage you should extend grace by communicating with 
your spouse in a gracious manner even if he/she responds with corrupt communication. 
You are to be gracious in what and how you say everything. 
Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 4:6; Luke 4:22 

• Extending grace to your spouse means doing more good things for your spouse than he/
she deserves and greater than he/she imagines. As believers, we are on the receiving 
end of many incredible blessing from God. By grace God showed kindness toward us by 
sacrificing His Son for us; He has loved, forgave, justified and accepted us; He has given 
us everlasting consolation, good hope and will give us help in the time of need; He has 
given us eternal life. Therefore, in marriage you should extend grace by treating your 
spouse so good that it goes above and beyond all that he/she deserves or imagines. 
Ephesians 1:6-7; 2:7; Hebrews 4:16; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17; Romans 3:24; Titus 3:7 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• Absolute differences are predetermined characteristics before a person is born and can’t 

be changed. This includes: gender, time period of birth, body structure, skin color, 
nationality at birth, certain abilities or talents, parents or relatives and birth order. Your 
spouse was fearfully and wonderfully made by God, so you should graciously accepting 
your spouse and his/her “unchangeable characteristics” as God's creation. 
Psalm 139:13-18 

• Relative differences are a result of a person’s upbringing, culture, relationships or other 
external factors. These include: personalities, tastes, viewpoints, instincts, ideas and 
opinions. These aren’t always “right and wrong” differences, but they cause many 
problems in marriage because it means you have to prefer your spouse over yourself—
which is hard to do unless you extend grace. Your spouse doesn’t have to be the same as 
you, but you should graciously appreciate his/her differences. 

• Moral differences are a result of a person’s relationship with God and understanding of 
the Bible. This includes: salvation, struggle with sin and spiritual maturity. Your spouse will 
have many spiritual disappointments, defeats and deficiencies, but you need to 
remember that all of the goodness in you is only because of God's grace. He is working 
all things together for your good and the good of your spouse if you love Him. Therefore, 
you should graciously build up your spouse and not pridefully tear him/her down.  
1 Corinthians 15:10; Romans 8:28-29 

Review Questions
• What does “grace is unmerited” mean? 
• Grace is costly for who? 
• Grace is free for who? 
• What are three ways we can extend grace? 
• What are three types of differences in marriage? 
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10. How Do I Make My Marriage Work?
Marriage works when both spouses work hard at it. Marriage doesn’t work when both 
spouses refuse to work hard at it. Marriage is difficult when only one spouse works hard at it 
and the other doesn’t. Not matter where your marriage is, if you want an honorable, 
harmonious, healthy and happy marriage then the two people in the marriage have to work 
hard to make it that way. You can’t control your spouse, but you can do your part in making 
the marriage what it should be and glorify God in the process. 

The Work Of A Believing Husband
• A Christian husband leads his wife. Even if your wife isn’t a believer or isn’t fulfilling her 

role as a wife according to the Bible, you are still just as responsible to lead her because 
you are “heirs together of the grace of life”. The “grace of life” is referring to your marriage
—which is meant to be a good thing that God gave us in this life. You are “heirs together” 
meaning that you are in this marriage together and should be equal partakers of its’ 
blessings. You are to treat your wife with equal importance and standing within the 
marriage. Your roles will be different but neither spouse is superior to the other.  
1 Peter 3:7; Ecclesiastes 9:9 

- A Christian husband should live together with his wife “according to knowledge.” This 
has two possible meanings: (1) You need to know what the Bibles teaches about your 
role as a husband and live in accordance to it. (2) You are to perceive, discover and 
learn about your wife so that you can live harmoniously together. This means that you 
are to be active in detecting and responding to your wife’s feelings, needs, wants and 
fears.  

- A Christian husband should “give honour” unto the wife as the weaker vessel. The 
Bible’s use of the word “weaker vessel” is not derogatory as in “less valuable,” but it 
points to two possibilities: (1) Generally, women were created physically weaker than 
men. (2) Culturally, men often dominate and exploit women so wives are often more 
vulnerable. Therefore, a Christian husband is called to highly esteem and love his wife
—to use his strength to provide protection, comfort, care and provision for her. He 
doesn’t become bitter or have the habit of being angrily resentful against her. He 
doesn’t abuse his wife orally (harsh words, threats, unkindness) or physically (harsh 
behavior, violence, intimidation), but has a high view of her worth and value and treats 
her with such. 
Colossians 3:19 

- A Christian husband who doesn’t lead his wife in these ways takes the chance of his 
prayers being hindered. (1) Individually—his prayers maybe be hindered because of 
the wickedness in his heart, the Lord may refuse to hear him. (2) Collectively—it is 
assumed that husbands and wives pray together, therefore a husband who doesn’t 
lead his wife in this manner is also hindering the time they should be spending 
together in prayer (you can’t pray together when you are mad or arguing, etc.). (3) 
Testimonial—if a husbands wife isn’t a believer, but he is praying that she will become 
one, then his wrong actions are working against his prayers for her to become a 
believer because his actions don’t match his prayers (a hypocritical testimony). 
Psalm 66:18 

The Work Of A Believing Wife
• A Christian wife submits to her husband. Even if your husband isn’t a believer or isn’t 

fulfilling his role as a husband according to the Bible, you are still just as responsible to 
submit to him because there is a chance he will be converted by your conduct (even 
more than your words). Not only does the right actions serve to win over an unbelieving 
spouse but it can serve to cause a husband who is living out of God’s will to repent. 
1 Peter 3:1-6; Colossians 3:18 
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- A Christian wife’s conduct is to be characterized by: (1) “Chaste”—which means pure, 
moral and virtuous. Her conduct shouldn’t be characterized with quarreling or sinful 
activities. (2) “Fear” or respect—which means that she should have an obvious 
admiration for God and allow it to overflow to also respecting her husband. 

- A Christian wife should focus on inner beauty more than outer beauty because this is 
what is valuable to God. Outer beauty (braiding your hair, wearing jewelry or nice 
clothes) is not wrong, but it pales in comparison to the inner beauty of the “hidden man 
of the heart” or your character because it is incorruptible. This character is to be 
characterized by a “meek and quiet spirit”. Meek means to be gentle and humble. 
Quiet means tranquil or untroubled. This type of spirit is means a wife is self-controlled, 
and submissive in her attitude and actions towards her husband. 

- A Christian wife express her trust in God by submitting to her husband. Holy Women in 
the Old Testament modeled what this type of wife should be. One example is Sarah, 
who showed her submission by habitually obeying and respecting her husband. 
Spiritually, you are Sarah’s daughters if: (1) you do well—you live out your faith in God 
by properly treating your husband; (2) if you are not afraid with any amazement (terror)
—you live out this principle by faith and without fear of harm or mistreatment by your 
husband, even if he isn’t a believer. If you live with a fearful spirit about submitting to 
your husband then you will be anxious, apprehensive, judgmental—the opposite of a 
meek and quiet spirit. (This submission doesn’t include anything contrary to God’s will 
or word, such as sin, physical harm, etc.) 

Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
• Proverbial Wisdom for Husbands: It wasn’t good for man to be alone, so God made him a 

wife. When a man finds a wife he finds a good thing, and obtains someone who can make 
him happy. He should recognize the value of his wife, praise her and only look to her for 
sexual fulfillment and satisfaction. 
Proverbs 5:15-19; 6:28; 18:22; 31:28-29 

• Proverbial Wisdom for Wives: Wives have a choice to make about what kind of wife they 
want to be, virtuous or shameful, and it will affect their husbands greatly. A virtuous wife 
has good character, is trustworthy, faithful, prudent, good and becomes her husbands 
crown—meaning he is proud to publicly honor her because she is part of his success and 
good reputation. She is a special blessing from God. But a wife that brings shame is a 
great burden to her husband and her constant quarreling causes increasing damage. 
She is like a rottenness in the bones of her husband—meaning she causes him pain, 
irritation and devastation.  
Proverbs 12:4; 19:13-14; 31:11-12, 23 

• What about when marriage doesn’t work? If divorce seems unavoidable, first make a 
renewed biblical commitment to work as hard as you can to save your marriage and do 
everything possible to avoid it no matter the eventual outcome. 

Review Questions
• Marriage works when both spouses do what? 
• How does a Christian husband lead his wife? 
• How does a Christian wife submit to her husband? 
• What is the proverbial wisdom for husbands? 
• What is the proverbial wisdom for wives? 
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Christian Parenting
Rearing In The Faith  

23



Firm Foundations Three

Christian Parenting
Rearing In The Faith

About These Lessons
Parenting is a joyful experience for many, but also a very frustrating time because parents 
receive so much contradictory advice from the world about the best methods of parenting. 
These methods change each year, but the Bible’s methods don’t. They don’t change over 
time or because of culture. God has given authority to parents over their children to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. By faith, parents faithfully apply the 
biblical method of the rod (discipline) and reproof (instruction) as God works in the hearts 
of their children. In these lessons, we want to help you understand what these truths are 
and how to use Scripture and Christian principles so that you can shepherd your children’s 
hearts to be oriented towards God and the gospel. 

Lessons 11-20
This set of ten lessons is designed to help you rear your children in the faith. These lessons 
are what we considered the basic understanding of Christian parenting. These lessons will 
hopefully help you to know the relationship between a parent and child and how to bring up 
a family who is oriented towards God. These lessons include: 

11. What Is The Biblical Purpose Of Parenting? 
12. What Is The Biblical Authority Of Parenting? 

13. What Is The Biblical Method Of Parenting? 
14. What Are Responsible Attitudes Of Parenting? 

15. How Do I Train My Children In The Lord? 
16. How Do I Organize Family Worship? 

17. How Do I Create A Household Of Grace? 
18. What Is The Biblical Role Of A Father? 

19. What Is The Biblical Role Of A Mother? 
20. What About When Parenting Doesn’t Work? 

Structure Of The Lessons
Each lesson has a main truth, a simple outline that supports it, Bible references under many 
of the points, and review questions at the end. These lessons are best used when a mature 
believer is able to guide you through them, studying one lesson per session. 
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11. What Is The Biblical Purpose Of Parenting?
The Biblical purpose of parenting is to shepherd your children’s hearts to be oriented 
towards God and the gospel. The purpose of every person’s life is to glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever through the gospel of Jesus. But we enter this world with a rebel’s heart that is 
oriented towards ourselves and foolishness. Thus parents are to be used as God’s agents 
to care for and guide their children’s hearts so that it finds the right way in a sinful world. 

Establishing A Biblical Purpose
• The Reason Children Exist: God created us to share with us the joy of His glory. But we 

sinned against Him and were separated from Him—meaning we could not longer glorify 
or take joy in Him. However, God decided to show us grace through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. He called all of us to repent and believe in Jesus, thus restoring our ability to 
glorify Him and experience the true joy that is in Him. Therefore, all children also exist for 
this same reason: to glorify God and enjoy Him forever through the gospel of Jesus. 
Psalm 16:11; Isaiah 59:2; 2 Peter 3:9 

• The Purpose of Parenting: For children to fulfill the reason for their existence starts with 
their hearts. The heart represents the “inner person” or the real orientation, belief, 
motivation and attitude of a person. It is from the heart that we think, feel and make 
decisions. It is the source from which everything we do in life is issued from. The problem 
is that a child’s heart is born sinful—meaning it is not neutral but deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked or incurable on its own and if left untouched will lead to 
destruction. Each child is born a sinner in rebellion against God. Parents are God’s 
instruments to give hope to the child—pointing the child to Jesus. Therefore, the biblical 
purpose of parenting is: to care for and guide your children’s hearts to be oriented 
towards God and the gospel so that they can fulfill their reason for existence. 
Proverbs 4:23; 13:20; 22:6; Jeremiah 17:9; Psalm 58:3; 51:5 

Putting Biblical Parenting Into Focus
• Parenting is about correcting your children’s hearts (inward attitudes) and not about 

correcting your children’s behavior (the outward actions). All wrong behavior is a heart 
problem, therefore to focus on changing the wrong behavior without changing the heart is 
only temporarily covering up the problem—keeping your children’s hearts far from God 
and leads towards condemnation. An outward change doesn’t cause an inward change, 
but an inward change does cause an outward change. Thus, parenting focuses on 
addressing and changing the problem in the heart of your children that caused the wrong 
behavior and not just on addressing and changing the action itself. 
Mark 7:20-23; Luke 6:45; Matthew 15:8-9 

• Parenting is about training your children in the way they should go and not letting them 
follow their own way. Children are born into a world with many “ways” but there is only one 
“right way” and you are to train your children in that way. If parents start training their 
children when they are young then they will build lifelong habits—meaning that when they 
are old they most likely won’t depart from it. The right way that parents are to train up their 
children in is the way of God through the teachings of the Bible. The Bible is every 
parents training manual for how to teach their children how to function in this world. 
Children should be taught the Bible so that it can: (1) make them wise unto salvation 
through faith in Jesus; (2) make them learn doctrine; (3) give them the needed reproof, 
correction, and instruction in righteousness; (4) make them equipped to do good works. 
Proverbs 22:6; 2 Timothy 3:15-17 
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• Parenting is about disciplining and instructing your children so their hearts can receive 
wisdom and not just a method to punish wrong behavior. Children don’t need to be taught 
to do wrong because foolishness is tied to their hearts. This foolishness is untied and 
removed from the child through discipline and replaced by wisdom through instruction. 
This wisdom starts with teaching your children to fear the Lord. Wise children learn to 
respond positively to rebuke, instruction and teaching. They will treat those who correct 
them with love. But children who aren’t taught to fear the Lord become scorners. They 
learn to respond negatively to reprove and rebuke. They will treat those who correct them 
with hate, shame and insult. Thus, parenting focuses on imparting wisdom through 
discipline and instruction. 
Proverbs 9:7-10; 22:15; 29:15; Ephesians 6:4 

• Parenting is about holding your children accountable to the highest standard of God’s law 
and Christian attitudes and then pointing them to Jesus when they fail and not about 
excusing their sins as childish behavior. Parents are to diligently teach their children to 
know, fear, love and obey God from the heart, but children will discover that it is an 
impossible task to accomplish on their own thus pointing them to their need of the grace 
of God offered through Jesus. If parents excuse their children’s sins by not showing their 
children the offense is ultimately against God and has a consequence, then they are 
leading them away from the cross and not towards it.  
Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 11:18-21; Galatians 3:24 

Committing To Biblical Parenting
• Believers should commit by faith to faithfully carry out the biblical purpose of parenting. 

As believers, our lives have been radically changed by Jesus and we are to live 
according to His ways—including the way we parent our children. There are many 
“philosophies” about parenting that are handed down by human tradition (by your parents 
or culture) and corrupt influences of this world (based on worldly principles) that go 
against the teachings of the Bible. Therefore, we need to beware of these wrong 
philosophies and be committed to parenting according to the teachings of the Bible—
even if it goes against out tradition, culture or family. 
Colossians 2:6-8 

• Believers should not commit to any other purpose for raising their children. As believers, 
we need to make sure that our focus isn’t blurred by focusing on worldly goals. This 
means that if any of the following are setup as the ultimate purpose of our parenting it will 
change the focus and the outcome of our parenting: having your children work hard to 
develop certain abilities and skills (musical, athletic, artistic); pressure your children to 
study and get a good education often to earn a good salary; raising well mannered or 
behaved children; raising children with good self-esteem who try their best; etc. These 
things are not wrong in themselves, but they are unqualified to be the “all that matters” 
purpose of our parenting and they should only be pursued in reference to the ultimate 
purpose—to glorify and enjoy God. 

Review Questions
• What is the reason children exist? 
• What is the purpose of parenting? 
• Is parenting about correcting your children’s hearts or behavior? 
• What else is parenting about? 
• How should believers be committed to parenting? 
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12. What Is The Biblical Authority Of Parenting?
The biblical authority of parenting is power that God has given to parents over their children 
to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Children are to obey their 
parents with the motivation that they are obeying Jesus through this authority structure.  
Parents obey God by exercising their authority over their children, and when children obey 
their parents authority, they can partake of two promises: blessings and long life. 

Establishing Parental Authority
• Authority: God has made the parents the active authority over their children. Thus the 

authority structure in the home is as follows: Jesus has authority over the husband. The 
husband has authority over the wife. The husband lovingly leads his wife and she 
respectfully submits to him. Together they have authority over their children to raise them. 
Ephesians 5:22-6:4; 1 Corinthians 11:3 

• Responsibility: The purpose of parental authority is to: (1) “bring them up”—meaning it is 
the parents’ responsibility to look after and care for their children until they are adults; (2) 
“in the nurture of the Lord”—to train and educate their children through using discipline 
(the rod) to remove the foolishness from their hearts and cultivate what pleases God; (3) 
“admonition of the Lord”—to caution, advise and instruct (reproof) their children about all 
the ways of life as is relates to the will of God. 
Ephesians 6:4 

Putting Parental Authority Into Focus
• Parental authority is God given—meaning that parents can have confidence that this is 

the right way to raise their children (you don’t have to follow other methods). It also means 
that they have a duty to accept and act out this authority—otherwise they are living in 
disobedience to God. Every parent, despite their personality type, perceived inability to 
be firm or uncomfortable feelings of being in a position of authority over their children, has 
a decision to make, a command to obey and a promise to help their children receive. 
Both parents are accountable to act in accordance to God’s will for how they parent their 
children. 

• Parental authority is “being in charge”—meaning that parents are the boss and the 
decision makers for their children. They are not just advisers, care-providers or servants 
for their children. Children learn through the authority structure that God has established. 
The absence of authority in the home leads to disorder (children do as they please), but 
the presence of authority in the home leads to order (children obeying authority). 

• Parental authority is modeling the right way—meaning that parents are to be the example 
to their children of what it means to make wise decisions and live a life that is pleasing to 
God. Children are to learn by the parent’s example not through experience or experiment 
by making all their own decisions. This means that parenting is first about the parents 
spiritual growth. They need to be doing all the following so they can teach their children to 
as well: have a growing relationship with Jesus; repent of and overcome their sins; obey 
God and make wise decisions; love and serve Jesus; live the victorious Christian life. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-6; Matthew 7:1-5  

• Parental authority should be a consistent way of life—meaning that parental responsibility 
should be diligently carried out. Whenever the parent is with their children (sitting, 
walking, lying down, rising up) they are to be purposely and conscientiously teaching 
them to know, fear, love and obey God. This takes sacrificing time and energy. It also has 
to be regularly carried out to be effective—it is a continual teaching process. 
Deuteronomy 6:7-9 
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Responding To Parental Authority  
Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians 3:20

• Children are to respond to their parent’s authority with obedience and honor until they are 
old and leave to start their own family, but they only learn to do this when their parents 
teach them to do so. Therefore, parents need to understand what they are to teach: 

- Obedience: Children should be taught that the standard for children to obey their 
parents is the same standard for obedience to God because through obeying their 
parents they are learning how to obey God. Thus obedience is children complying to 
the orders of their parents in the following manner: (1) Completely—children are to 
obey all the way not just partially or what they think is best. (2) Immediately—children 
are to obey right away and without delay. Parents shouldn’t have to repeat themselves 
or raise their voice for the children to obey. (3) Undisputedly—children are to obey 
without challenging the order, calling it into question or why it isn’t fair. They are to 
obey without disputing or grumbling. The order is not up for debate it is to be obeyed. 
(4) Unanimously—children are to obey without excuse or objection as to why they can’t 
obey. (5) Joyfully—children are to obey with a happy heart, choosing to be content in 
their obedience because it pleases God and their parents. 

- Honor: Children should be taught that honoring parents means showing that their 
parents authority is highly valued by using their words, actions and attitude to be 
respectful and undemanding. They attentively and reverently listen to their parents 
instruction and don’t mock or despise them. 
Proverbs 1:8; 13:1; 30:17 

- Motivation: Children should be taught to obey and honor their parents with the 
following motivation: “in the Lord”—meaning that through God’s authority structure 
when they obey their parents they are obeying Jesus and when they disobey they are 
disobeying Jesus. They should obey Jesus because it is the right thing to do. He is 
their ultimate authority and we want to orient them to learn to glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever through the gospel of Jesus. 

• For children who obey and honor their parents—meaning they are properly submitting to 
their parents’ authority in action and attitude—there is a two-fold promise from God: (1) “it 
may be well with thee”—meaning that the children will experience blessings from God; (2) 
“thou mayest live long on the earth”—meaning they will have a long life on this earth. 
Therefore, the safest place for children to be is under the authority of their parents and not 
rebelling against it. If they rebel against their parents authority then they are no longer in a 
position to partake of this blessing and need to be restored. Restoration takes place 
through the rod (discipline) and reproof (instruction). 
Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 

Review Questions
• What is the authority structure in the home? 
• What is the responsibility or purpose of parental authority? 
• What are some of the characteristics of parental authority? 
• How are children to respond to parental authority? 
• What is the promise for children who obey and honor their parents? 
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13. What Is The Biblical Method Of Parenting?
The biblical method of parenting that God has given parents to bring their children up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord is to use the rod (discipline) and reproof (instruction). By 
faith, parents faithfully apply these methods as God works in the hearts of their children. 

Establishing The Right Method
• The Right Method: The purpose of parenting is accomplished when parents exercise their 

authority through “The Biblical Method.” This method has two main parts: the rod (nurture, 
discipline) and reproof (admonition, instruction). Each part has to be used in conjunction 
with each other or it is ineffective. Both of these methods address the heart and the heart 
addresses behavior. Both impart wisdom to the children. If your children are neglected or 
not cared for according to this method then it can lead to a family full of shame (distress 
caused by your children’s behavior), but if this method is used accordingly it can lead to 
a family full of peace and delight (calm and joy caused by your children’s behavior).  
Proverbs 29:15, 17; Ephesians 6:4; Hebrews 12:5 

• The Wrong Methods: If “The Biblical Method” is the right method for parenting a child and 
ordained by God then all others methods are wrong or misguided. This is because they 
are artificial ways to gain obedience through only addressing behavioral change and not 
heart change. They are dangerous because they can lead to developing unrighteous 
actions or attitudes within your children. The following methods need to be cast off and 
our parenting needs to come in alignment with the Bible’s method: (1) The Positive 
Method—parents bribe their children or make an agreement to give them a reward if they 
obey their orders or the children earn rewards for good behavior. (2) The Emotional 
Method—parents appeal to the emotions of their children through fear, threats, shame, 
hurt feelings or isolation to coerce obedience. (3) The Negative Method—parents use 
some kind of negative punishment like yelling, hitting or grounding to control their children 
or punish for bad behavior. (4) The Mixed Method—parents mix all the methods together, 
willing to try anything, hoping that something works, but never stick with any one method. 

Putting The Rod (Discipline) Into Focus
• The rod represents “physical discipline.” Application: Parents are to use an instrument like 

a small thin branch and apply it to their children’s body to cause a controlled and 
reasonable amount of physical pain without harming the child in any manner. Reason: 
Parents are to apply the rod (discipline) only for sin, disobedience or rebellion and not for 
childish behavior, accidents or out of anger or frustration. Effectiveness: Parents should 
only apply the rod (discipline) privately, mainly in the home, not in an embarrassing 
manner and it must be applied consistently in its application and reason to be effective in 
their hearts. 

- The rod (discipline) should never be used to cause children physical harm. Anything 
that goes past a controlled and reasonable amount of physical pain is no longer 
considered “discipline” but it is “abuse.” Parents have no right to physically abuse 
their children no matter the intention. 

- The rod means an object is used to discipline—not the parents’ hands. It prevents 
slapping out of instant irritation and gives you time to have the right mindset when you 
have to go get the rod. Parents’ hands shouldn’t be a sign of judgment—scaring the 
children when they reach for them but a sign of acceptance. The exception would be if 
the child was doing something dangerous and needed the immediate discipline. 
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• Parents use the rod (discipline) to remove the “foolishness” from their children’s hearts 
and not necessarily as a consequence for wrong behavior. Foolishness is not 
childishness, but it is the trait of acting in an ungodly and unwise manner because there 
is no fear of God. Proverbs teaches extensively on the characteristics of a foolish person 
and none of them are desirable. Foolish children despise their parents and cause them 
great sadness. 
Proverbs 22:15; 1:7; 10:1; 15:5; 17:25; 19:13 

• Parents use the rod (discipline) as a means of loving their children. Because the rod 
(discipline) has been ordained by God to remove the foolish from children’s hearts 
parental love compels parents to diligently apply the rod (discipline) when necessary. To 
withhold the use of the rod (discipline) would be a hateful action because they are 
refusing to give them the discipline they need and allowing them to continue in their 
rebellion unchecked. Only selfish parents would choose not to use the rod (discipline) 
because it is uncomfortable for them to apply its use. Children will survive and not be 
harmed by the biblical use of the rod (discipline). 
Proverbs 13:24; 23:13-14; Hebrews 12:6-8 

• Parents use the rod (discipline) by faith knowing that God has chosen it as a means to 
properly raise their children. The rod (discipline) is grievous in the moment, it is not a 
joyous activity for the one applying it or for the children receiving it—no kind of physical 
pain or discomfort is, but it will eventually yield fruit that is peaceable and righteous. 
Hebrews 12:9-11 

Putting Reproof (Instruction) Into Focus
• Reproof represents “wise communication.” Application: Parents are to use the Bible to 

admonish their children about what they have done wrong to warrant the use of the rod 
and instruct them how to do right next time. Reason: Parents are to reprove (instruct) their 
children for sin, disobedience or rebellion. Effectiveness: Parents should reprove (instruct) 
their children before using the rod so the children know the reason for it and don’t 
misunderstand. They should also reaffirm this after using the rod and make sure there is 
complete restoration. Reproof (instruction) has to be communicated in a loving, calm and 
consistent manner to be effective in their hearts. 

• Parents should use Bible and gospel terminology when reproving (instructing) their 
children. Parents are to direct their children’s hearts to God and how bad behavior relates 
to their relationship with Him. Using Bible terminology helps discern the thoughts and 
intents of the heart and leads the children to understand the problem and how to make it 
right. 
Proverbs 6:23; Hebrews 4:12 

• Parents should carefully reprove (instruct) their children. Much damage can be done if 
they are quick to answer and pour out evil things against their children (scolding), which 
makes the whole discipline process ineffective. Instead, parents should study or mediate 
on the content of the reproof (instruction) but also the manner and tone in which it is 
delivered.  
Proverbs 15:1-2, 28; James 1:19-20 

Review Questions
• What is the biblical method of parenting? 
• What is the use of the rod (discipline)? 
• What are some characteristics of the rod (discipline)? 
• What is the use reproof (instruction)? 
• What are some characteristics of reproof (instruction)? 
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14. What Are Responsible Attitudes Of Parenting?
Responsible attitudes of parenting is the Christian manner in which we think and feel about 
our responsibility as parents to bring our children up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Parents have to establish the correct attitudes and extinguish the wrong ones. This is 
important because their children will be effected by and learn their temperaments. 

Establishing The Correct Attitudes
• Establish an attitude of authority and influence. From conception the mother has complete 

control over her child and practically does everything for him/her while he/she is in the 
womb (eating, drinking, breathing, etc.). When the child is born, the control moves to both 
parents who practically make all the decisions for the child because they can physically 
enforce obedience. The child is dependent. It is during this time that the parents use their 
authority to control and mold their child. As the child grows, the parents’ ability to enforce 
their authority over the child gradually decreases. Therefore, parents can only influence 
their child’s behavior and not enforce it. This is a natural occurrence because they are 
raising the child to be independent and leave the family to start his/her own family. 
Parents have a responsibility to properly use their authority when the child is young and 
properly use their influence over the child when he/she is old. 
Deuteronomy 11:19; Hebrews 13:17 

• Establish an attitude of training and righteousness. Developing your children’s behavior 
by instruction and practice should be the way the parents think and feel about parenting. 
Training starts when the children are infants and continues until they leave the house. 
Parents should use the Bible to train them in righteousness. Parents have a responsibility 
to know biblical truth and to be actively and intentionally training their children, choosing 
not to be ignorant, indifferent, inattentive or inactive 
Proverbs 22:6; 2 Timothy 3:16 

• Establish an attitude of humility and service. Parents should first examine their own lives 
taking the “log” out of their own eyes so they can see clearly to take the “speck” out of 
their children’s eyes. Parents are not to be selfish and focused just on their own things 
and interests but they are to consider their children better than themselves and equally 
focus on their things and interests. Parents have a responsibility to have the same attitude 
of humility and service towards their children that Jesus had towards them. 
Matthew 7:1-5; Philippians 2:3-11 

• Establish an attitude of love and restoration. Everything parents do should be done with 
an attitude of a passionate devotion for their children’s good and to correct their children 
when they do wrong so that they can be restored back to the way of righteousness and 
once again be oriented towards God. Parents have a responsibility to lovingly use the 
biblical method of the rod (discipline) and reproof (instruction) so that their children will 
have a restored relationship with them and point them to their need of a restored 
relationship with God through Jesus. 
Galatians 6:1; Proverbs 3:12 

Extinguishing The Wrong Attitudes
• Extinguish attitudes of sinful anger. Parents are notorious for getting angry at their 

children. Anger is that strong feeling of annoyance, displeasure, irritation or unfriendliness 
that parents get when their children aren’t behaving in a manner acceptable to them. 
Parents who don’t have the right method of parenting often allow this strong feeling to 
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build up to an epic scale and then they explode. Not all anger is sin, it is often a natural 
response to many things, but parents can never be consumed by anger or allow it to 
build up inside of them. When they do they give an opportunity to the devil to tempt them 
to sin by allowing their anger to control the way they choose to discipline or instruct their 
children in that moment. Angry parents use the wrong methods (screaming, yelling, 
criticism, nagging, hitting or tantrum spanking) to discipline their children and it is 
ineffective. Although it might correct their children’s behavior (the outward actions) in that 
moment, it doesn’t correct their children’s heart (inward attitudes). The righteousness of 
God is only produced through the means that God has provided. Parents have a 
responsibility to not be quick-tempered or allow anger build up, but instead they are to be 
self-controlled and use God’s methods to focus on heart change in their children. Below 
are a few ways to help extinguish this sinful attitude of anger: 
James 1:20; Ephesians 4:26-27 

- Every parent should understand how to wisely communicate with their children: (1) 
swift to hear—parents need to pay attention and listen to their children, not being so 
busy that they are ignored or their concerns aren’t given any consideration; (2) slow to 
speak—parents are to carefully pay attention to and control the speech they use with 
their children; (3) slow to wrath—parents are to control their emotion of anger and not 
be impatient, hot-tempered or temperamental. 
James 1:19; Proverbs 10:19; 11:12-13; 13:3; 15:1; 17:27-28 

- When your children sin, disobey or rebel then you should immediately use the rod 
(discipline) and reproof (instruction) together for correction. You should not see the rod 
(discipline) as the last resort to correct your children, but you should see it as the first 
resort to remove the foolishness from their hearts. If the biblical method is immediately 
applied when necessary, then there should be no time for the parent to build up anger 
through the use of screaming, yelling, criticism, nagging, repeated commands, etc. 

- If you are too angry to make the right decisions in the moment, then have your spouse 
intervene or take time to pray and overcome your anger so that you can properly apply 
the biblical method and not sin against your children. 

• Extinguish attitudes of provocation. Parents, especially fathers, should not provoke their 
children to wrath or discourage them. Provoking children means that parents negatively 
challenge them to the point of intense irritation and annoyance and can lead to being 
disheartened—losing spirit and they no longer want to obey their parents or please God. 
Parents have the responsibility to not be overbearing, harsh, inconsiderate, insensitive, 
abusive, threatening, scolding or anything to deliberately provoke their children. 
Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21 

• Extinguish attitudes of hate. Parents who have been taught the biblical method (the rod—
discipline and reproof—instruction) but don’t to use it because of selfishness, laziness, 
carelessness or dislike are all expressing attitudes of hate towards their children. Parents 
have a responsibility to do the hard, uncomfortable but loving work to raise their children 
God’s way. 
James 4:17; Proverbs 13:24; 29:15 

Review Questions
• Why are responsible attitudes of parenting important? 
• What are correct attitudes that we need to establish? 
• What are wrong attitudes that we need to extinguish? 
• What are some practical ways to extinguish the sinful attitude of anger? 
• What attitude do you need to work on the most? 
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15. How Do I Train My Children In The Lord?
Training your children in the Lord means to be intentional and habitual about instructing 
your children in the Christian way. We do this by living out the Christian way ourselves and 
by organizing the way we live out the Bible and the gospel. 

Establishing The Meaning Of Training
• Parents have the responsibility to train up their children in the way they should go. “Train 

up” means to give direction or order to children in such a way that it forms them with a 
lasting and profound influence in their development. There are only two ways our children 
can go: the way of submission to God or the way of rebellion against God. This training 
instructs the children “in the way they should go” meaning the way in submission to God. 
This type of training prepares your children to not depart from the right way when they 
reach older stages of life where they start to make decisions on their own. 
Proverbs 1:5; 10; 22:6; Colossians 2:8 

• Training includes the Biblical method of the rod (discipline) and reproof (instruction) but 
goes beyond it to include habitual instruction that forms children to know what it means to 
love God with all their hearts, souls and might. We are not to limit training just to times of 
reproof (instruction), but we are to always be teaching our children about the Lord and 
how to obey Him. The Bible is our training manual and as we learn its truths and model 
living out its truths with our lives, we can instruct our children in the same way. Children 
need to know how to live according to God’s word. This means that our training will 
include: (1) formal times of teaching—you schedule a time to sit down with your children 
and teach them the Bible; (2) informal times of teaching—you are teaching them as you 
are doing life together and as opportunities arise; (3) scripture memorization—you 
encourage and help your children to memorize the Bible; (4) scripture application—apply 
the scriptural truths to their life in a way they can understand it and help them develop 
habits that apply the truth of scripture and avoid sinful habits; (5) scriptural answers—we 
answer their questions with Bible truth. 
Deuteronomy 6:7-9; 32:46-47; 2 Timothy 3:15-16; 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14-5; Psalm 119:9-16 

• Training is passing on the Biblical worldview and culture from one generation to the next. 
It means that it will permeate all areas of our lives. This means we don’t allow the worldly 
culture around us to mold our children, but that we are actively molding them in the 
Christian way so that they will learn to fear, glorify and enjoy God forever through the 
gospel of Jesus. 
Psalm 78:1-8; 145:4 

• Training always involves the heart and aims for them to do right from the heart. Therefore, 
effective training is not the following because they don’t address the issues of the heart or 
teach the way of righteousness: (1) Sheltering or protecting your children from worldly 
influences. This only suppresses your children from acting wrongly because they have 
less opportunities or a more suitable environment. (2) Conditioning or simply teaching 
your children the association between a stimulus and a response. This only modifies your 
children’s behavior through positive or negative reinforcement. (Although this may be 
used with younger children, for example, to learn not to touch something, but remember 
even though the behavior was changed they heart was not.) (3) Outsourcing or placing 
the responsibility of training on your church (children or youth ministries), educational 
preference (Christian school, homeschool, etc.) or other Christian programs. This often 
only negates the importance of the Christian way because the parents are not practicing 
what they preach and their children won’t take it to heart because the parents didn’t. 
Proverbs 4:23-27 
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Putting The Gospel Into Focus
• The heart of training is the gospel. Christian parents have the amazing blessing and the 

significant responsibility to be the means that God uses to reach their children with the 
gospel message. God in His sovereignty works in the lives of their children unto salvation, 
but He often uses their parents to be the witness of the gospel through their words and 
actions. Children will never learn to completely do right until God saves them and 
transforms their heart through being “born again,” thus all of our training and methods 
must be saturated with the gospel of Jesus Christ. The new birth brings about a heart 
truly oriented towards God with new desires and power to overcome the world. 
John 3:3-5; 1 John 3:9; 4:4; 5:4 

• Training with the gospel at the center means believing your children are sinners from birth 
and you never presume that your children are believers (they aren’t guaranteed salvation, 
nor do they automatically become believers because they were born in a Christian 
family). Until your children have repented of their sins and put their faith in Jesus for 
salvation they aren’t believers. If your children have made “salvation decisions,” but have 
not produced any fruit of their new life in Christ then you shouldn’t assume they are 
believers until fruit bears evidence of their conversion. Always apply the gospel. 
Psalm 51:5; 58:3; John 15:1-2 

• The gospel is the following: You are a sinner by nature and by sinful actions. Your sin has 
separated you from the Holy God and made you His enemy. The punishment for your sin 
is death and eternal separation from Him. But He loved you. Therefore, He made a way 
for your sin to be forgiven. He sent Jesus into the world. He was perfectly good and 
sinless. He didn’t have to die, but He loved you so much that He willingly died on the 
cross to pay the price for your sin. Three days later He arose from the dead so you could 
be justified. God did all of this by grace. You didn’t earned it but it was freely given to you 
with the only condition of accepting it. From a repentant heart, you confess to God, 
placing your trust in Jesus, depending exclusively in Him for salvation, and nothing else. 
Romans 3:12-23; 5:8; 6:23; 10:9-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 2:8-9 

Other Areas Of Training Priority
• Parents should teach their children to fear God—to have a profound respect for God as 

the ultimate authority and a terror of God because His holiness demands consequences 
for their sin. They should learn to respond with humble submission to Him. 
Psalm 25:12-15; 86:11; 103:17; 112:1-2; 128:1-4; 130:4; Proverbs 9:10; 10:27; 14:27; 22:4; 24:3; Hebrews 10:26-31 

• Parents should teach their children they will reap what they sow. God won’t be mocked. 
Consequences are a result of their decisions and it highlights the truthfulness of God’s 
word because it warns against sin but promotes the Christian way. It has lasting effects in 
all areas of their lives including their: salvation, relationships, habits, reputation, etc. 
Galatians 6:7-8; Proverbs 5:21; 11:18 

• Parents should know their marriage relationship is one of the greatest examples to teach 
their children because it reflects the gospel and it testifies to the correlation of what they 
say and do. Marriage can either lead their children towards God or away from God. 
Ephesians 5:22-23 

Review Questions
• What is the parents responsibility to raise up their children? 
• What does training beyond the rod (discipline) and reproof (instruction) mean? 
• Training always aims for the what? 
• How do we use the gospel in training? 
• What are some other areas of priority in training children in the Lord? 
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16. How Do I Organize Family Worship?
Family worship is the practical and formal application of training and instructing your 
children in the Lord. It is when a family meets together to worship God. It serves to orient 
the hearts of the family towards God on a regular basis and is a testimony to the children in 
the family of all that God has done and that He is worthy of our worship. This is 
accomplished through reading the Bible together, praying together and singing biblical 
songs together. 

Establishing The Foundation Of Family Worship
• One of the primary functions of a Christian family is to pass on the worship of God within 

the family so that it continues to the next generation and generations to come. Worship is 
our adoration and devotion to God and is a testimony to our love to Him for all that He has 
done for us. Parents, especially fathers, are responsible to lead their family to worship 
God by making the truths about God and His word known to their children. This includes 
active participation in a local church, but even more so it includes the regular meeting 
together of the family unit for worship and devotion in their homes. 
Psalm 78:1-6 

• The goal of family worship is to orient the families hearts towards God on a regular basis. 
Parents conduct family worship within the home so that their children might set their hope 
in God, not forget the works of God and to keep His commandments. This helps parents 
to avoid raising children who are: stubborn, rebellious, don’t set their heart aright and 
whose spirit is not faithful to God. 
Psalm 78:7-8 

• The Old Testament gives up many examples that allude to families who worshipped God 
within their homes: (1) Abraham was commended by God because He knew he would 
command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord. (2) Moses 
commanded Israel to love God and then to diligently teach their children to do the same. 
(3) Joshua charged the people of Israel to serve the Lord and not to serve false gods and 
despite what everyone else chose, he decided that he and his family would serve the 
Lord. (4) Job’s sons would hold feasts in their houses and at the end of the feast Job 
would offer burnt offerings for them. He did this continually. 
Genesis 18:17-19; Deuteronomy 6: 4-7; Joshua 24:14-16; Job 1:4-5 

• The core tenets of the New Testament underscore the importance of family worship 
because worship and evangelism is central to our Christian responsibilities. 
Ephesians 6:4; 1 Timothy 3:4-5; Matthew 28:18-20 

Putting Practical Steps Into Focus
• Choose a time—When we worship in any form we are letting others know what we really 

love. Therefore, it only seems reasonable that we would often and regularly meet together 
as a family for worship. Family worship should be commonplace in our families. God is 
worthy of our worship. Family worship provides one of the ways that we can worship Him 
and pass on the faith to our children. Thus, the father ought to take the lead (if the father 
isn’t a believer or is not present in the family then the responsibility falls to the mother) and 
choose a time each day that is possible (daily is best) to have a regular formal time of 
family worship. The time can be in the morning, evening or both. Keep it brief—not drawn 
out. Make it joyous—not grievous. Be flexible—but not inconsistent. Be together—not 
separate. 
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• Choose the activities—The father doesn’t have to be an expert in the Bible to lead his 
family in worship. There are three main activities that fulfill the purpose of family worship 
and any believer can lead his family using the following three activities: reading the Bible, 
praying and singing biblical songs. 

- Read the Bible together: The Bible is the basis of all Christian beliefs. The Bible is truth 
and as such reveals God’s will to us. The three ways it instructs us are: understanding 
who God is, how to know Him, and how to live for Him. Therefore, we should give 
attention to reading the Bible with our families. You can choose the amount to read 
based on your children’s ages. As you read it make sure to explain any difficult words 
and give a basic explanation and application of the text that you read together. 

- Pray together: Prayer is when a believer speaks to God. This includes: asking, 
supplication, thanksgivings, praise, confession and intercessions. Believers know that 
God can hear them and that He will respond according to His will. Believers should be 
constantly praying and paying attention to what is going on so that they can make their 
requests known to God and thank Him for when He answers prayer. Therefore, we 
should give attention to praying with our families. After you read the Bible, you can ask 
for pray requests or praises from your family and also use the Bible truth learned from 
the passage read that day as a prayer request or praise. 

- Sing biblical songs together: Singing is a powerful tool that allows us to teach truth and 
reinforce doctrine through the lyrics of the songs. The instrumental accompaniment 
taps into our emotions. Together they enable one way for us to worship God. Therefore, 
we should give attention to singing together as a family. Choose a few songs (maybe 
those you sing at church) and sing them together. 

Other Areas Of Family Worship
• Choose to disciple—As a Christian parent, you should be a disciple of Jesus who is 

committed to discipling others. This means you are growing in your knowledge of the 
Word of God and in your relationship with Jesus. Then you are taking all that you have 
learned and teach it to others. This should include your children. They need to be 
discipled in the gospel, theology, doctrine, missions, Christian disciplines, principles and 
worldview. You can use other books to read together, memorize scripture or other 
activities to help achieve learning in these areas, as well as, leading by example. 

• Choose a church—As a Christian parent, you should bring your children to church so they 
will be around other believers and be influenced by learning, worshipping and growing in 
the Word of God together. They should worship with the family at church. (If they don’t 
understand it is the father’s responsibility to explain it to them at home.) It instills the 
habits of learning how to sit through a sermon and how to take part in the work of God 
through evangelism and serving others. Finally, being present when believers take the 
Lord’s supper and new converts are baptized reminds them of their need for Jesus.  

Review Questions
• What is one of the primary functions of a Christian family? 
• How does family worship accomplish this function? 
• What are some Old Testament examples of family worship? 
• What are the three activities of family worship time? 
• What are some other areas of family worship to be considered? 
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17. How Do I Create A Household Of Grace?
A household of grace is where free and unmerited favor permeates the climate, 
environment, conditions, atmosphere, mood, attitudes and speech of a family. As a 
Christian parent you are called to be a minster of grace in the same way God extended 
grace to you through Jesus, so that your children can thrive. 

Establishing An Environment of Grace
• Grace is free and unmerited favor. It is unmerited and free for the receiver but it is costly 

for the giver. As believers, we have experienced this in salvation. We didn’t do anything to 
deserve our sins to be forgiven but it was freely offered to us. It could be freely offered to 
us because Jesus paid the price for our sins. This favor means doing more good things 
for others than they deserve and greater than they imagine. In Christ, God has blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings. He speaks well of us and no evil. He has given us the benefit 
of a new life empowered by the Holy Spirit to live for Him. 
Ephesians 1:3; 2:5-8; 4:7; Romans 3:10-12; 4:16; 11:6; Hebrews 2:9; 2 Corinthians 8:9; 2 Timothy 1:9-10 

• Therefore, a household of grace is one where free and unmerited favor permeates the 
family in every area of life. Parents set moral boundaries (what is right and wrong) that are 
rooted in the grace of the gospel and teach their children to live according to it. This 
means hating evil and loving good motivated by Jesus’ humble sacrifice on the cross and 
the expectation of His glorious return. The heart is the aim because saving faith is the only 
way they can be justified. This often results in children with a heart of faith and 
repentance because they see their need of the gospel of grace. If we establish this kind 
of household, then we can guard against the following ways of legalism or abuse: 
Titus 2:11-15; Romans 3:10-31 

- A household of judgment—is one where criticism and hypocrisy permeates the family 
in every area of life. Parents set moral boundaries that are rooted in God’s law but 
parents teach their children to use it as a means to judge others even though they 
themselves fail to live up to its standard. This means judging those who do evil things 
but they themselves do evil things. The heart isn’t the aim because judging others 
becomes the way they justify themselves. This often results in children with hard and 
unrepentant hearts who don’t see their need of the gospel of grace. 
Romans 2:1-29 

- A household of authoritarianism—is one where obedience and self-righteousness 
permeates the family in every area of life. Parents set moral boundaries that are rooted 
in God’s law, but they also make their own rules and regulations that become equal to 
God’s. This means working hard to please God, but they themselves are never able to 
accomplish it. The heart isn’t the aim because outward conformity becomes the way 
they justify themselves. This often results in children with rebellious and unrepentant 
hearts who don’t see their need of the gospel of grace. 
Romans 4:1-25 

- A household of permissiveness—is one where appeasement and indifference 
permeates the family in every area of life. Parents set moral boundaries that are rooted 
in God’s grace, but they accept or allow sin. This means knowing they aren’t under the 
law, but they themselves choose to continue in sin. The heart isn’t the aim because the 
lack of conviction (guilt and shame) excuses the necessity for justification. This often 
results in children with resentful, carnal and unrepentant hearts who don’t see their 
need of the gospel of grace. 
Romans 6:1-23 
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Putting An Environment of Grace Into Focus
• Grace in the home creates a place where affection, appreciation, acceptance and 

assurance reign. This kind of environment allows your children to thrive. 

- Affection: Grace says, “You are loved.” Your home should be a place where your 
children know that you are willing to love them in the same way that God does: 
sacrificially—you are committed to their good no matter the cost; securely—you give 
them all your love and they don’t have to earn it, nor can they loose it; perfectly—you 
are not selfish, but work towards their best interest; relationally—you spend time with 
your children, both in quality and in quantity, to nourish and cherish them. 
John 15:13; Romans 5:8; 8:35-39; 1 John 4: 9-10; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, Ephesians 5:22-33 

- Appreciation: Grace says, “You are important.” Your home should be a place where 
your children know that they were created for an important purpose and that God 
works in them both to will and to do of His good pleasure. God has a plan for their 
lives. They can accomplish great things. It starts with teaching them how their lives fit 
into the will of God that is revealed to them in the Bible—allowing His desires to 
become theirs and giving them the freedom to live out their God-given purpose. 
Psalm 37:4-5; Romans 8:28; Philippians 2:12-13; James 1:5-7; Proverbs 3:5-6 

- Acceptance: Grace says, “You are accepted.” Your home should be a place where 
your children know that they are fearfully and wonderfully made by God. Parents allow 
their children to be different from them and each other by accepting their differences: 
predetermined characteristics (gender, body structure, etc.) and relative 
characteristics (talents, personalities, temperaments, etc.). But they also teach them 
how to bring all their characteristics into submission with Christ for His glory. 
Psalm 139:13-18; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 2 Corinthians 10:4-6 

- Assurance: Grace says, “You are assured.” Your home should be a place where your 
children know that they can have confidence in the sovereignty of God as they go 
through life’s changing circumstances. As the family processes the struggles and 
hardships of life they are taught to rely on the sufficiently of God’s grace—knowing and 
confidently expecting that He can work good out of it. There is a lively hope in God. 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10; Philippians 1:6; 12-14; 29-30; 2:4-16; 2 Timothy 3:12; Philippians; Romans 8:28; Genesis 50:20; 
Hebrews 2:10; 4:14-16; 11:1-40 

• Grace in the home creates a place full of grace and truth. Grace doesn’t compromise the 
truth. Truth doesn’t compromise grace. They support each other. Jesus it the perfect 
example of how these two co-exists. Grace can only be given after justice is satisfied. 
Grace and truth work together to renounce ungodly living and to embrace godly living. 
Therefore, neutrals are dealt with in a way that doesn’t confuse or hinder the truth. You 
don’t condemn certain things or actions (calling it “worldly”) just because you don’t like or 
understand it. You have to look at the attitudes and how it is being used in your children’s 
life. Grace is extended to allow your children the freedom to be different and creative. 
Mistakes are allowed to be made. Forgiveness is easily accessible. Questions, cares, 
concerns and doubts are all welcomed. Truth is taught and firmly stood upon. 
John 1:14; 1 John 2:15-17; Titus 2:11-12; Colossians 4:6 

Review Questions
• What is grace? 
• What is a household of grace? 
• What are the three households of legalism or abuse? 
• What four things does grace in the home create? 
• How does grace and truth work together? 
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18. What Is The Biblical Role Of A Father?
The biblical role of a father is to be the head parent that leads through biblical masculinity—
selfless servant leadership. A father should courageously take up his God-given role and 
provided leadership, protection, provision and spiritual direction for his family.  

Establishing Biblical Fatherhood
• The father is the head parent because the Bible establishes the authority structure within 

the home as patriarchal (the mother is to help under the leadership of the father). He is 
the one who is accountable for leading his family. Thus, in the Bible, most verses that deal 
with parenting refer to the father’s responsibility. 
Ephesians 5:22-6:4; 1 Corinthians 11:3; Colossians 3:19 

- Hierarchy: God has ordained three institutions within society—the family, the 
government and the church. He has set in order and gave rules for how they are to 
function. The family is the foundation for the other two institutions because it is the 
most basic and fundamental institution of society that everyone is a part of. Therefore, 
the health of the family affects the health of the government and the church. Many 
problems in today’s society stem from the problems within a dysfunctional family. 
Genesis 1-4; Mathew 18; Romans 13 

- Patriarchy: The head (under Jesus) of this fundamental institution (the family) is the 
father. Thus, dysfunctional families are often the result of a dysfunctional father. Fathers 
who don’t lead their families are not only causing their families to suffer, but also 
governments and churches. When biblical fatherhood and masculinity breakdown in 
society, so do many other parts of society. Therefore, fatherhood needs to be a 
position of honor and respect. Christian men need to wholeheartedly bear their 
responsibility as fathers under the headship and after the example of Jesus. 
1 Samuel 8:1-9; Deuteronomy 6:5; 1 Timothy 3:5 

- Masculinity: Every man is born male (physiological gender) but he has to learn what it 
means to be masculine (gender identity). True masculinity is exemplified in Jesus and 
should be passed on from father to son. Every man needs to evaluate his life and see 
if he is living according to the Bible’s definition of masculinity—selfless servant 
leadership. If your father wasn’t present in your upbringing or didn’t give you an 
example of biblical masculinity then you should seek council from male leadership 
within your church to learn how to live in accordance to the preordained identity that 
God has designed for you. Every man’s first step is a relationship with Jesus. 
1 Kings 2:1-3; Titus 1:5-10; 2:2, 6-8; 1 Timothy 3:1-7 

Putting Primary Responsibilities Into Focus
• Leadership: Men should take the initiative in providing leadership for their families as 

husbands and fathers. This means that God expects men to take the initiative in leading 
their families in all areas. They lead by example. They love and cherish their wives, and 
bring their children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Jesus exemplified this 
by being a servant and initiating our salvation and sending the Holy Spirit to guide us. 
Ephesians 5:25; 6:4; Matthew 20:26-28 

• Protection: Men should take the initiative in providing security for their families as 
protectors. This means that they are responsible for their families’ physical and emotional 
security. They are willing to physically protect them at the cost of their own lives and they 
are constantly watching over the protection of their hearts so that they aren’t abused or 
hurt by the wrong things. Jesus exemplified this by giving up His life for us and holding us 
securely in his hands. 
Nehemiah 4:13-14; John 10:28; 15:13; 17:12 
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• Provision: Men should take the initiative in providing the needs for their families as 
providers. This means that they take measures in preparation for providing nourishment 
for their families. They desire to be the primary workers so that they can provide lodging, 
food, clothes and whatever other necessities that their families need. Jesus exemplified 
this by providing out greatest need—salvation, but also in teaching us to trust God 
through prayer and first seeking His kingdom and righteousness. 
1 Timothy 5:8; Ephesians 5:28-30; Philippians 4:19; Matthew 6:11, 33; 7:7-11 

• Spirituality: Men should take the initiative in providing spiritual direction for their families 
as men of God. This means that they personally (individually) and collectively (as a family) 
will serve the one true God. They have a personal relationship with God through Jesus 
and worship Him. They desire to lead family worship in the home but also to lead their 
families to the local church for corporate worship. This includes putting away anything 
that hinders or discourages the worship of God. Jesus exemplified this by obeying God’s 
will and showing us the right spiritual direction—He is the way, the truth and the life. 
Joshua 24:15; Genesis 35:2-3; John 8:28-32; 14:6-7 

Other Areas Of Fatherhood
• Fathers should submit to God’s will for their role in the family. They must repent of their 

irresponsibility or passiveness and start focusing on their primary responsibilities. Each 
responsibility is equally important and needed. They shouldn’t choose one over the other
—for example: choosing to provided provision (the best financial life possible) at the 
expense of not providing leadership, protection and spiritual direction. 

• Fathers should properly love their wives and have a healthy marriage that reflects the 
gospel so that: (1) their wives can function as the helper they need in raising godly 
children; (2) their children have a stable environment full of grace and truth. 
Ephesians 5:33; Proverbs 1:8; 6:20 

• Fathers can be encouraged towards biblical masculinity by their wives. Wives should 
submit and respect their husbands and encourage and allow their husbands to lead, 
especially in the areas of their primary responsibilities. 

• Fathers are to be courageous. They are to bravely assume their roles as the leaders of 
their families. In the Bible this is what “quit you like men” meant—to not be deterred by 
danger or pain. Manliness is defined by courage. This courage is the strength to lead 
your family and not be deterred by a hostile culture that deems men as lazy or 
incompetent. Fathers are to courageously lead their families because they are convinced, 
convicted and assured that God has called them for such a purpose as this. 
1 Corinthians 16:13-14; Deuteronomy 31:6; 1 Kings 2:2; 2 Samuel 10:12; Joshua 1:6-9 

Review Questions
• Why is the father the head parent? 
• Can you explain hierarchy, patriarchy and masculinity in relation to fatherhood? 
• What are the four primary responsibilities of fatherhood? 
• What are some other areas of fatherhood to consider? 
• What does the Bible mean when it says, “Quit you like men?" Are you? 
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19. What Is The Biblical Role Of A Mother?
The biblical role of a mother is to be the assistant parent that helps through biblical 
femininity—selfless service. A mother should submissively take up her God-given role and 
take on the responsibilities of family-loving, care-taking, home-making and disciple-
producing.  

Establishing Biblical Motherhood
• The mother is the assistant parent because the Bible establishes the authority structure 

within the home as patriarchal, thus the mother is to help under the leadership of the 
father. She is the one who is accountable for submitting to and assisting her husband in 
raising their children. 
Ephesians 5:22-6:3; Colossians 3:18; 1 Timothy 2:13-15 

- Equality: Women are created equal with men in the sight of God. This means that the 
female gender is neither more or less important or valuable. They can equally serve, 
love and worship God. They are redeemed in the same way, and in Jesus Christ are 
one. But women have different roles and should hold the position of submission at 
home (and in the church) based on God's original intent at creation (this doesn’t 
change over time or because of culture). 
Genesis 1:27; 5:1-2; Galatians 3:27-28; 1 Corinthians 11:3-16 

- Matriarchy: God did not create women to be the head of the home, but to serve in a 
position of submission under her husband. Thus, women should not be the rulers of 
their homes. They should assistant their husbands, the fathers, who are the head 
parents. This is the healthy and correct authority structure established by God. 

- Femininity: Every woman is born female (physiological gender) but she has to learn 
what it means to be feminine (gender identity). True femininity is exemplified in the 
Bible and should be passed on from mother to daughter. Every woman needs to 
evaluate her life and see if she is living according to the Bible’s definition of femininity
—selfless service. If your mother wasn’t present in your upbringing or didn’t give you 
an example of biblical femininity then you should seek council from female believers 
within your church to learn how to live in accordance to the preordained identity that 
God has designed for you. Every woman’s first step is a relationship with Jesus. 
1 Peter 3:1-6; 1 Timothy 2:9-11 

• The mother has the incredible privilege of childbearing. Originally it was Eve—the woman, 
who was deceived and overstepped the moral boundary that God had established, thus 
leading mankind into sin. Her reputation was tarnished. But now women have the ability to 
be delivered from this awful reputation through childbearing. This means that the mother 
has the unique privilege through motherhood (the relationship between a mother and her 
children) to lead her children away from sin if she continues in faith (trust in the gospel), 
charity (Christian love), holiness (sanctification) with sobriety (moderation, self-control). 
1 Timothy 2:13-15

- What does this type of mother look like? She loves God with all her heart, soul, mind 
and strength. She loves, serves, submits and takes care of her husband. She loves, 
teaches, cares for and bears children. She manages, guides and keeps her home. 
She is full of good works, good speech, prayer, hospitality and compassion. She is 
modest in appearance, demeanor and behavior. She is a teacher and mentor to the 
younger generation of women/wives/mothers. 
Proverbs 31:25-26, 29-31 
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Putting Primary Responsibilities Into Focus
• Family-loving: Women should by characterized by love for their families as wives and 

mothers. This means that God expects women to faithfully love their husbands and 
children. This is a special wifely love that causes her to love, serve, submit and take care 
of her husband and a special motherly love that causes her to affectionately nurture and 
tenderly nourish her children. Everyone in the family benefits from the mother’s love and 
are blessed. 
Titus 2:4; Proverbs 31:11-12, 23, 28 

• Care-taking: Women should by characterized by rearing children for their families as 
caretakers. A woman marries, bears children and then in unity with her husband and 
under his guidance takes on the primary responsibility of looking after and caring for the 
children (thus allowing him to fulfill his roles). 
1 Timothy 5:10, 14; Ephesians 6:2-4 

• Home-making: Women should by characterized by joyfully guiding the house for their 
families as homemakers. This means that they are keepers at home—to diligently 
manage, care for and take on the everyday responsibilities within their homes. They work 
in unity with their husbands to provide, organize and give special attention to the 
finances, food, clothing and whatever other necessities that their families need. 
1 Timothy 5:14; Titus 2:5; Proverbs 31:13-21, 24, 27; Psalm 113:9 

• Disciple-producing: Women should by characterized by a sincere faith that teaches their 
children the holy scriptures (even if the father isn’t a believer). This means they fear the 
Lord and desire to actively teach their children the way of wisdom. In everything, they 
desire to adorn the doctrine of God our Savior and live in such a way that the word of God 
be not blasphemed. Therefore, they are committed to the Word of God and see their 
families as ministries, their homes as the mission field and their children as potential 
disciples who they have the responsibility of diligently discipling in the things of the Lord. 
2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14-17; Acts 16:1; Proverbs 31:1, 30; 23:24-25; Titus 2:1, 2,10 

Other Areas Of Motherhood
• Mothers should submit to God’s will for their role in the family. They must repent of their 

rebellion or arrogance and start focusing on their primary responsibilities. Each 
responsibility is equally important and needed. They shouldn’t choose one over the other. 

• Mothers should properly respect their husbands and have a healthy marriage that reflects 
the gospel so that: (1) their husbands can function as the leaders they need in raising 
godly children; (2) their children have a stable environment full of grace and truth. 
Ephesians 5:33; Proverbs 1:8; 6:20 

• Mothers can be encouraged towards biblical femininity by their husbands. Husbands 
should love, nourish and cherish their wives and encourage and allow their wives to 
serve, especially in the areas of their primary responsibilities. 

Review Questions
• Why is the mother the assistant parent? 
• What opportunity do women have to be delivered from their awful reputation? 
• Can you explain equality, matriarchy, and femininity in relation to motherhood? 
• What are the four primary responsibilities of motherhood? 
• What are some other areas of motherhood to consider? 
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20. What About When Parenting Doesn’t Work?
Parenting works when both spouses work hard at it and the children are willing to listen. 
Parenting doesn’t work when both spouses refuse to work hard at it. Parenting is difficult 
when only one spouse works hard at it and the other doesn’t. Not matter your situation, if 
you want to shepherd your children’s hearts to be oriented towards God and the gospel 
then the father and mother both should work hard to make it that way. You can’t control your 
spouse nor can you force your children to love God (they have their own free wills), but you 
can do your part to biblically parent your children and glorify God in the process. 

Encountering Problems In Parenting
• Summary: Biblical parenting is all about shepherding your children’s hearts to be oriented 

towards God and the gospel. God has given authority to parents over their children to 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. By faith, parents faithfully apply 
the biblical method of the rod (discipline) and reproof (instruction) as God works in the 
hearts of their children. They train their children in the Lord—meaning they are intentional 
and habitual about instructing their children in the Christian way. They do their best to 
organize family worship, establish a household of grace and with the right attitudes, fulfill 
their biblical roles as fathers and mothers. Problem: But what if it doesn’t work?—Meaning 
your child doesn’t respond properly to the parenting. Every situation and scenario is 
different, and too numerous to mention individually, but if your children are still young and 
living under your authority, please remember the following: 
Psalm 78:1-8; Proverbs 4:23; 22:6; 29:15; Ephesians 6:1-4; Colossians 3:21; Titus 2:11-15; Joshua 24:15; Titus 2:4-5 

- (1) Continue to faithfully apply all that was mentioned above (please review the 
parenting lessons) in regard to biblical parenting. Parents are responsible for the right 
process not the result. Ask yourselves: Are we truly applying the biblical principles of 
parenting in a consistent and biblical manner? Where do we need to improve? (If you 
think your children have mental or other medical issues, please see a doctor.) 

- (2) Stop any abuse or hypocrisy. If your children experience any of these, then they 
won’t respond correctly. Ask yourselves: Are we mistreating our children in any way? 
Are we living lives contrary to what we are teaching our children? 

- (3) Overcome your own sins. Are your children’s problems just a reflection of your own 
problems? Ask yourselves: Are they just copying what they see in us/me? 

- (4) Point them to their need of the gospel—it is the only thing that can truly change 
their lives. Ask yourselves: Are we clearly and consistently teaching them the gospel? 

- (5) Pray without ceasing. Parents should cast their cares upon God and ask for 
wisdom. Ask yourselves: Are we working hard at praying for our children? 
1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Peter 5:7; James 1:5 

A Parable Of Hope
• What if it is too late?—Meaning your child is already grown and is living a life in rebellion 

against God. The Bible gives us a glimpse at how the gospel can be applied to parenting 
through a parable about parenting that helps us to understand the gospel. It is the 
parable of the man with two sons. Both sons represent two types of rebellion against the 
father and the father represents how true love responds to such children. Read and apply. 
Luke 15:1-3, 11 

- The riotous child (self-indulgence)—this is the child who is characterized by living a 
wild and uncontrolled life when he is older. He brings the family shame. In the parable, 
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this was the younger son. He sinned against his parents by: (1) Asking for his 
inheritance while his father was living—meaning he didn’t care for his father but just 
wanted his money. (2) He left home, moved far away and wasted his substance with 
riotous living—meaning he was reckless and wasteful in his morality (harlots) and 
finances. Results: Eventually, this type of lifestyle lead to him being in want—meaning 
that he became poor. He had nothing left. He had to get a job feeding pigs. He craved 
to eat what the pigs did, but nobody gave him any. Finally, he “came to his senses” 
and decided that the hired servants in his father’s house were treated better than the 
life he was living, so he decided to return to his father, confess his sins, and ask if he 
could just become one of the hired servants because he felt he wasn’t worthy to be 
called a son anymore. 
Luke 15:12-19 

- Parent’s Response: In the parable, the father didn’t approve of his son’s sinful lifestyle, 
but He allowed him to make his own decisions (he was of age), but when he “came to 
his senses” he was willing to love him. We can apply these same loving principles 
when dealing with riotous children: (1) Anticipating your child’s return—he never gave 
up on the child even though he was greatly dishonored by him. (2) Initiating your 
child’s reconciliation—he was ready and willing to accept his son as soon as he was 
ready to return. (3) Bearing your child’s shame—he humbly engage his son, endure 
shame and criticism to restore him. The father knew the towns people wouldn’t accept 
the riotous child back without much criticism, abuse, shame, etc., for his sinful lifestyle. 
Therefore, the father ran (which was a shameful thing for him to do in their day) to 
protect his riotous son from them and embraced him in the most loving manner (even 
though the son was most likely in a very repulsive state) without first requiring acts of 
repentance to prove his sincerity or to earn mercy (like the religious leaders taught in 
their day). (4) Restoring your child’s reputation—he restored his child’s reputation by 
greatly honoring him and not shaming him at all even though the son had tarnished 
both of their reputations. 
Luke 15:20-24 

- The moderate child (self-righteous)—this is the child who is characterized by living a 
tolerable and controlled life when he is older. He brings the family social acceptance. 
In the parable, this was the elder son. But he also sinned against his parents by: (1) 
Being angry over his father’s restoration (dislikes grace but trust his own merit) of the 
riotous son and refusing to celebrate—meaning the son was proud about his own 
outward obedience to his father, but was missing the “weightier matters" of obedience 
in the heart. (2) Being obedient with the only motivation being that he will receive his 
inheritance after the father died—meaning he didn’t care for his father but just wanted 
his money. This was the same sin as the riotous son, but just lived out differently. 
Everything this son is now doing is insulting and dishonoring to the father. 
Luke 15:25-30; Matthew 23:23-28 

- Parent’s Response: In the parable, the father responds to the moderate son in the 
same way as the riotous son. He anticipates, initiates and is willing to bear and restore 
his son even though he has been greatly dishonored. The father affectionately appeals 
to his son, explains their relationship hasn’t changed and he doesn’t want it to change 
(he doesn’t want to loose him). He also explains that it was necessary and right to 
celebrate because of the riotous son’s restoration—thus he is also extending grace 
and mercy to the moderate son who has yet to come to his senses. 
Luke 15:28, 31-32 

Review Questions
• What is a summary of biblical parenting? 
• What are five steps you can take if it isn’t working? 
• What are the two types of sons in the parable? How are they different/similar? 
• What was the father’s response to each of the sons? 
• What steps do you need to take today? 
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Christian Finances
Stewarding In The Faith  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Christian Finances
Stewarding In The Faith

About These Lessons
Money is a powerful tool that can be used to glorify God or sin against Him. There is much 
advice from the world about how to handle money, but as believers we need to understand 
the Biblical perspective about money. Everything we have is God’s. We are to manage all 
the money and possessions that we have obtained as good stewards. In these lessons, we 
want to help you understand what these truths are and how to use Scripture and Christian 
principles to wisely and responsibly managed that which was put into your care. 

Lessons 21-30
This set of ten lessons is designed to help you be a good steward of your wealth. These 
lessons are what we considered the basic understanding of Christian finances. These 
lessons will hopefully help you to know how to serve God, not money, and use it to glorify 
Him. These lessons include: 

21. What Should Be The Role Of Money In Our Lives? 
22. What Does It Mean To Be A Steward? 

23. What Does Living For Heavenly Treasure Mean? 
24. What Is The Biblical Attitude Towards Money? 

25. What Is The Biblical Method To Obtain Money? 
26. What Are Wise Ways To Handle Money? 

27. What Is The Biblical Understanding Of Tithing? 
28. What Is The New Testament Paradigm For Giving? 

29. Why Should A Church Financially Support A Pastor? 
30. What Is Our Responsibility Towards The Poor? 

Structure Of The Lessons
Each lesson has a main truth, a simple outline that supports it, Bible references under many 
of the points, and review questions at the end. These lessons are best used when a mature 
believer is able to guide you through them, studying one lesson per session. 
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21. What Should Be The Role Of Money In Our Lives?
The role of money in our lives should be that of servitude and not domination. Money is a 
neutral medium that that is required for us to use in our daily lives, but we should use it for 
good and not for bad. We are not to love it and serve it as an idol, but to serve God and use 
money in a manner that glorifies Him. 

Understanding What Money Is
• Money is the “medium” that has an established value to be used in exchange for 

something that, at least, two sides are willing to agree upon (payment for work, purchase 
of items, etc) and is widely accepted because its “all-purpose” exchangeability and 
usability. Money also includes our assets, property and resources that are in our 
possession and that have a certain value and can also be used for the same exchange 
purposes, but is more narrow in exchangeability and usability. Therefore, the “medium of 
money” is often more desired because of its ascribed value to almost everyone, where 
the “the money of possessions” is only valuable to those interested in the possession. 
Together, they equal the amount of a person’s wealth. 

• Money is powerful because it is the “means” by which we obtain things that we need and 
want. Since money is so powerful it is a major subject referred to in the Bible. Its influence 
appeals to our sinful hearts and directly fights against God to be the master who sits on 
the throne of our lives. God, through His word, teaches us how to not allow money to 
control our lives, but instead how to control money and use it to glorify and worship Him. 
We cannot equally love both. We cannot equally be devoted to both. Each day we have to 
choose who we will serve and allow to guide our lives, God or money. 
Matthew 6:24 

• Money is neutral, meaning that it isn’t good or bad in itself. It can be used as a tool for 
good or for bad. The Bible tells us that where our treasure is, there will our heart be also. 
Therefore, the way that we understand, manage and think about money effects the 
orientation of our hearts. They are connected. You lead your heart by devoting money to 
whatever you think is most important. So we need to ask some hard questions: Where is 
your investment? Where is your treasure? Is it here on earth or in heaven? 
Matthew 6:21 

Understanding The Peril Of Money (Domination)
• The first danger of money is the “love of money” because it is the root of all kinds of evil, 

meaning it leads to many types of errors and sins. Rich people often fall into many 
problems because they often have a love for money that causes them to make many 
foolish decisions. Believers should flee from the love of money and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience and meekness. Some of these “evils” are: 
1 Timothy 6:9-11 

- Idol Worship—The love of money leads to establishing money as an idol in our hearts. 
It becomes the thing granted the supreme importance, influence and/or admiration in 
our lives. This is seen by: (1) worshipping money—meaning we have a deep affection 
for it and how we can get more of it; (2) having confidence in money—meaning we 
have a firm belief of security because of our abundance of money; (3) submitting to 
money—meaning we have a strong coercion to submit to money like a slave does to a 
master. But money is an imitation and phony god that hinders people from believing 
and serving Jesus. As believers, we are to have no other gods before the Lord.  
Ezekiel 14:3-6; Exodus 20:3; Matthew 13:22; Luke 16:14; 18:18-30 
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- Greed—The love of money leads to an intense and selfish desire for wealth, often at 
the expense of others. Most people have a problem with greed (although most people 
will deny it) because they think it equals happiness or success in life. It is this 
excessive desire to posses more and more and not finding contentment in what really 
matters. Thus greed leads to establishing money as an idol of the heart. As believers, 
we are to put to death this idol of the heart and serve the one and only true God. 
Colossians 3:5; Ephesians 5:5 

- Identity Fraud—The love of money leads to finding our identity in what we posses. This 
means that our self-worth and financial-worth are wrongly connected, thus leading us 
to wrongly believe that the more we have the better we are and the less we have the 
worse we are. But the Bible teaches that our lives don’t consist in the abundance of the 
things that we have. Instead, as believers, our lives are hid with Christ in God—
meaning that our identity is found in Jesus and with this security of being accepted by 
God we should seek those things which are above and set our affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth.  
Luke 12:15; Colossians 3:1-4 

- Materialism—The love of money leads to placing a greater value on possessions and 
comfort more than spiritual matters. This is the love of things and the determination to 
obtain them to try and satisfy our craving for happiness and contentment. As believers, 
we are to realize that we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out, thus we are to live godly lives and be content with food and clothing.  
1 Timothy 6:6-8; Hebrews 13:5 

• The second danger of money is the complete “hatred of money” or asceticism. This sees 
any kind of wealth (money and possessions) or anything of this world as inherently evil 
and therefore tries to avoid them. It sees our material circumstance as an indicator of how 
“godly” we are—with poverty as a sign of holiness. This is misguided because everything 
God created should be received with thanksgiving and used for the glory of God. 
Believers are commanded to work, make money and be godly stewards of it. 
1 Timothy 4:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:31 

Giving Money Its Proper Role In Our Lives (Servitude)
• God should be first in our lives. Through the power of God even the most wealthy person 

can come to a saving knowledge of Jesus. That means they are willing to repent of their 
“idol of money” and turn to the living and true God by faith. Since they no longer serve 
money, they start using their wealth to serve God and obey His word.  
Luke 19:1-10 

• We should be good stewards of our wealth. We use it to serve and befriend others, 
knowing that one day all wealth will fail but that God will eternally reward those who were 
faithful with the money and possessions He had entrusted them with. 
Luke 16:1-11 

Review Questions
• What is money? 
• Why is money powerful? 
• Is money good, bad or neutral? Why? 
• What is the danger of money? 
• What is money’s proper role in our lives? 
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22. What Does It Mean To Be A Steward?
Stewardship is the responsibility of a person to manage, look after, take care of, supervise, 
arrange and manage someone else’s wealth (money and possessions). A just steward is 
characterized by being “faithful”—meaning that he wisely and responsibly managed that 
which was put into his care. On the contrary, an unjust steward is characterized by being 
“unfaithful”—meaning that he unwisely and irresponsibly managed that which was put into 
his care. Biblical stewardship starts with understanding “God’s ownership” and “believers’ 
management” from the Biblical point of view. 

God’s Ownership
• Ownership is the act, state or right of possessing something. A “steward” needs to know 

who the “owner” is. As believers, we recognize God as the owner of everything and we 
are His managers. 

• God is the owner because He is the Creator of everything and repeatedly claims 
sovereign ownership over everything that He has created; therefore, He is the owner of 
everything. He never ceases to be the owner over anything that He has created. 
Genesis 1:1; Leviticus 25:23; Deuteronomy 10:14; Psalm 24:1; 50:10-12; 1 Chronicles 29:11-14; Job 41:11; Haggai 2:8 

• God is the owner because He is the Redeemer of all who trust in Him. We are not our own 
for we were bought with the precious blood of Jesus. As believers, we recognize this fact 
and yield not only our bodies, but our whole lives, including our money and possessions 
to God. We concluded: “Everything I have belongs to God, not me.” 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

Believers’ Management
• Management is the process, responsibility and administration of controlling the wealth 

(money and possessions) of another. A “steward” needs to know what the “owner” has 
entrusted to him. As believers, we recognize that everything thing we posses is God’s and 
it is our responsibility to manage it according to His will. 

• Managing what God has given us is a limited opportunity (we only have one life), an 
unpredictable finish (we don’t know when it will end) and we will be held accountable (will 
we be found faithful). This is seen in a parable Jesus told of a certain rich man which had 
a steward. The steward was guilty of wasting the rich man’s goods. The rich man 
confronted the steward about this and told him to give an account of his stewardship (to 
settle the accounts). 
Luke 16:1-2 

• Managing what God has given us means to use it wisely. In the same parable, the 
steward used the remaining time he had to settle the accounts with his master’s debtors. 
But he knew he didn’t have any friends and wouldn’t have a place to go after he lost his 
job, so he discounted their debts so that they would be favorable to him and receive him 
into their houses when he lost his job. His boss might have been outwitted by his 
steward’s actions, but he praised him for acting with great practical wisdom. Jesus then 
tells us that unbelievers are often more wise about taking care of their earthly wealth than 
believers are about their heavenly wealth—meaning that believers need to have greater 
foresight and wisdom about their stewardship. 
Luke 16:3-8 
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Strategic Foresight
• Believers are to manage what God has given them with strategic foresight. Just like the 

man in the parable shrewdly used his master’s wealth to “make friends” who would in 
return receive him into their houses when he needed it, we as believers are also called to 
do the same but with a heavenly focus. By faithfully and wisely using the means of 
“unrighteous wealth (earthly wealth)”—meaning by properly using our money and 
possessions here on earth that God has entrusted us with according to His will, we not 
only glorify God but also accumulate eternal rewards in heaven. 
Luke 16:3-9 

- We are to invest in souls. One of the ways that God wants us to use our money and 
possessions is by investing it into the work of God and gospel ministry that sees souls 
saved (make friends). Then when we arrive in heaven (everlasting habitations) those 
who were influence by our “investments into the work of God” will be there to receive 
or welcome us.  
Luke 16:9 

- We are to invest in true riches—treasures in heaven. Our focus is towards heaven, thus 
we are working to lay up treasures in heaven and not material wealth here on earth. All 
earthly treasure will one day be ruined, but heavenly treasure will last forever. 
Luke12:33; 16:11; 18:22; Matthew 6:19-20 

Unwavering Faithfulness
• If you are a believer, then you are also a steward of everything that God has given you. 

God has entrusted you with money and possessions here on this earth and your are 
responsible to be faithful stewards of them. It starts with being faithful with the little you 
have—meaning stewardship isn’t just for those who are rich, but it is for every believer 
and it includes everything you have no matter how much or how little. Therefore, the 
problem is not “how much do we have,” but “what are we doing with what we do have?” If 
we are unfaithful with our worldly wealth then how can we expect God to bless us with 
true riches? Have you been faithful in that which is God’s—all your money and 
possessions? 
Luke 16:10-13 

• If you are a believer, then you are also a servant of God—not money. Only one can be 
your master. The more that you love and are devoted to money the more you will hate and 
despise God—your fellowship with God will be hindered. Therefore, believers are called 
to have an unwavering faithfulness to love and be devoted to God (which results in hating 
and despising the idolatrous place of money in our lives). The way to serve God rather 
than money (mammon) is to faithfully use our money and possessions for the work of God 
and to serve others as the Bible commands. This means that we recognize: (1) God as 
the Owner of everything; (2) we are called to manage everything that God has given us; 
(3) we are committed to being stewards of unwavering faithfulness. 
Luke 16:13 

Review Questions
• What is stewardship? 
• Who owns everything—including your money and possessions? 
• What are believers supposed to manage? 
• How much do I have to have to be a Christian Steward? 
• What is strategic foresight and unwavering faithfulness? 
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23. What Does Living For Heavenly Treasure Mean?
Living for heavenly treasure means that we manage all the wealth (money and possessions) 
that God has given us during our journey as pilgrims here on earth for His honor and glory
—thus laying up for ourselves treasure in heaven and not on earth. As stewards and 
pilgrims we show that we serve God and not money through our giving. 

Stewards And Pilgrims
• Believers are stewards. As stewards, we recognize that God is the sovereign owner of 

everything, including all of our earthy money and possessions—He makes poor and 
makes rich—and we are to faithfully manage that which He has put into our care. 
Deuteronomy 8:18; 1 Samuel 2:7 

• Believers are pilgrims. As pilgrims, we recognize that our citizenship is in heaven—God’s 
kingdom is where our loyalties lie. Therefore, this world is not our home but we are just 
passing through. We are journeying through this world desiring a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Thus, we live accordingly—sending our treasure ahead. 
John 18:36; Hebrews 11:13-16; Philippians 3:17-21 

• Believers are stewards and pilgrims. As stewards and pilgrims, we recognize and aspire 
to live by the following principles: 

- Our journey (life) on this earth is short but our destination (eternal life) is forever. Our 
life is like a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Therefore, we 
only have this life to faithfully use and invest our time and resources. 
James 4:14; 1 Peter 5:10 

- Our journey on this earth will end (death) and when it does we will carry nothing away. 
Our wealth (money and possession) will all remain on this earth. Therefore, we are to 
take heed and beware of covetousness because our life on this earth doesn’t consist 
in the abundance of the things which we possess. We are not to be rich towards 
ourselves but to be rich towards God—this isn’t a prohibition against wealth but a 
prohibition against building personal wealth for a life of complacency instead of one 
that is used in the service of God. We see all money and possessions as tools we can 
use to serve God but also know that it can be dangerous if we place too much value 
on them or accumulate too much. 
Psalm 49:16-17; Luke 12:15-21; 2 Peter 3:11 

- Our journey on this earth means that we are continually seeking the kingdom of God 
and trusting in God to provide our needs. We work hard to build wealth that we use to 
provide for our families and give to the needy. Therefore, our mindset should not be 
that of “spenders”—those who spend their wealth for instant satisfaction, nor 
“savers”—those who save their wealth for future security, but we should have the 
mindset of “givers”—those who give their wealth towards the service of God and 
others as they live in the anticipation of Jesus’ return. 
Luke 12:22-40; 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

Earthly And Heavenly
• We live on earth but we live for heaven. As believers, we are to seek those things which 

are above—where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. We are to direct our attention 
and thoughts on things above (Jesus, heaven, rewards), not on things on the earth. Our 
lives are “hid with Christ in God”—meaning our security and identity are found in Him and 
nothing else. Jesus is our life and one day we will appear with Him in glory—a place 
beyond all comparison. This is our hope for the journey as we live this life of trials. 
Colossians 3:1-4; 1 Peter 1:4; Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17 
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• We gain treasure on earth but invest it in heaven. As believers, we are not to lay up for 
ourselves treasures upon earth because they have no lasting value (moth and rust doth 
corrupt; thieves break in and steal). Instead, we are to lay up for ourselves treasures in 
heaven because they have lasting value (neither moth nor rust doth corrupt; thieves do 
not break in nor steal). Therefore, true wealth is found not in our treasure (money and 
possessions) here on earth but in treasure in heaven (rewards from God). God has an 
unlimited number of treasure to give to those who invest in heaven through using their 
wealth (money and possessions) to serve God and others. 
Matthew 6:19-20; Luke 12:33; Mark 10:21 

- Grace should results in generosity—which demonstrates our willingness to serve God 
and not money. Before salvation, wealth (money and possessions) had the wrong 
place in our lives, but after salvation we dethrone it by obeying God with a life of 
generosity. 
Luke 3:11-14; 19:8-9; Acts 2:45; 4:32-35 

- God is a rewarder. Our goal is to please God through obeying Him out of love and fear, 
but also for reward. It pleases God to reward His children with the heavenly treasure 
He is preparing for them. Thus, if it is good for God to give them rewards, then it is also 
good for His children to seek them. Jesus is our greatest reward, but we can also 
enjoy all that God has in store for us and seek after it as He has commanded. 
Deuteronomy 7:9; Hebrews 11:6; 12:28; 2 Corinthians 5:9 

• We guide our hearts by guiding our treasure. The Bible says, “For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.” The orientation of our hearts—(the “inner person” or the real 
orientation, belief, motivation and attitude of a person) should be towards heaven and not 
towards this earth. “Money” is central in our lives—it reveals and reflects what we think is 
the most important and the most valuable in our lives. It often controls our time and many 
aspects of our lives (what you do everyday revolves around the money factor). Your heart 
and your treasure are connected. Wherever your heart is oriented we will find your money 
there. Wherever your money is, we will find your heart oriented towards it. Therefore, you 
direct the orientation of your heart by devoting yourself and money—the indicator of what 
is important—to whatever you think is the most important. Your heart, time and talents all 
follow where you put your money, thus to orient your hearts towards heaven, you should 
start using your money for heavenly purposes. Where is your heart/money? 
Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34 

• We gain wealth to be more generous. Those who live for heaven see God’s material 
blessings in their lives as a way to be more generous (not to live luxuriously at the 
expense of others) which produces thanksgiving to God. We don’t ask for poverty or 
riches less we are deceived by either one and sin against God. Instead, we (1) daily 
make our financial decisions by faith; (2) choose to be content in our circumstances; (3) 
give more as God prospers us—thus living for heavenly treasure 
2 Corinthians 9:10-12; Acts 20:35; Proverbs 30:8-9 

Review Questions
• What does it mean to be a steward and a pilgrim? 
• As stewards and pilgrims, we recognize and aspire to live by what principles? 
• We gain treasure on earth but invest it where? 
• We guide our hearts by guiding our what? 
• We gain wealth to be more generous? 
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24. What Is The Biblical Attitude Towards Money?
The biblical attitude towards money is that of using it to worship God by faith, express our 
love to God and others and being willing to give more than is necessary or expected. We 
wisely use all that God has given us with integrity and honor—choosing to be content with 
our lot in life and using our wealth (money and possession) to lay up treasure in heaven. 
The following survey through the Bible helps reveal the proper attitudes that we as believers 
should have towards money. 

Worship, Charity And Generosity
• Wealth (money and possession) is used as a means of worshipping God by faith because 

everything came from Him and is His. Before the law of Moses was established—meaning 
there was no specific commands recorded in the Bible for the people of God concerning 
the use of one’s money and possessions—we discover that one’s wealth (money and 
possessions) and relationship with God were associated. For example, Abel, by faith, 
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. Melchizedek and Abraham both 
recognized the Lord, the most high God, as the possessor of heaven and earth. Abraham 
gave Melchizedek, who was the priest of the most high God, tithes of all the spoils from 
the battle he won. Job was a rich man who generously used all He had to serve God and 
help the poor. He never made his wealth the object of his hope or trust. Thus when he lost 
everything, he didn’t sin or charged God foolishly. 
Genesis 4:3-7; 14:16-24; Hebrews 11:4, 6, 13; 1 John 3:12; Job 1:1-5, 9-10, 22; 29:12-17; 31:16-28; 39-40 

• Wealth (money and possession) is used as a means of expressing our love to God and 
others. When the law of Moses was established—(meaning there was specific commands 
recorded in the Bible for the people of God concerning the use of one’s money and 
possessions—we discover how God expected His people to manage their finances. For 
example, they were to obey and worship the Lord their God through four kinds of tithes 
(Levitical, Priestly, Festival, Charity). There were rules to govern how to make payment 
back to others who suffered loss in interpersonal relationships or to keep people from 
taking financial advantage of others or the poor. Giving to God was to be a priority 
(firstfruits). God even offered to bless them for obedience. They were to “open their hands 
wide” to the poor and in certain situations they were to furnish others liberally from what 
God had blessed them with. The year of jubile (every fifty years) was instituted to liberate 
the people from all kinds of indebtedness and enslavement. This included property, 
indentured slaves, etc., and it helped moderate the economy and those with financial 
hardships. 
Exodus 22:1-17; 21-30; 23:3-6; 8-11; 16-19; 25-26; Leviticus 19:9-10; 25:1-55; Numbers 18:20-24; Deuteronomy 12:17-19; 
14:22-29; 15:1-23; 26:10-16 

• Wealth (money and possession) is used with a willingness to give more than is necessary 
or expected. After the law of Moses was established—meaning while the law was relevant
—we discover how the attitude towards money was lived out in the lives of the people of 
God. David showed us that giving opportunities are also opportunities for God to test our 
hearts to discern the nature of it—do we have an upright heart? David and his people 
were found upright because the attitudes of their hearts were that of: willingness, 
joyfulness and generousness. He also acknowledged all that is in the heaven and in the 
earth is God’s, riches come from God, and everything they offered to God was already 
God’s and they were just giving back to Him what was already His. 
1 Chronicles 29:1-17 
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Wisdom, Integrity, Honor And Contentment
• Wealth (money and possession) is gained through honest means—knowing that it is 

better to be poor and righteous than rich and wicked. The Psalms teach us that the 
righteous don’t use their money to take advantage of others (through interest rates on 
borrowing and lending) for financial gain; they are trustworthy in their borrowing and 
paying back; they are willing to lend, give and show mercy; it is better to do right than do 
wrong even if it means financial loss (for we know the righteous aren’t forsaken but are 
blessed); we will be confronted with financial injustice that is hard to understand but we 
know that prosperity is not a sign of integrity and that for believers there is nothing upon 
earth that we desire besides God and even if our flesh and hearts fail God is the strength 
of our heart, and our portion forever. 
Psalm 15:5; 34:9-10; 37:14-26; 73:1-28; 112:1-10 

• Wealth (money and possession) is used in a way that brings honor to God and a high 
respect for God affects all our financial decisions. The proverbs teach us that God 
blesses those who honor Him with their wealth. Honoring God includes having mercy on 
the poor (knowing that we lend to God and He repays). It also warns of the danger of 
accruing debt (you become servant to the lender) and the pursuit of wealth (it is vain 
because all riches are just temporary and can’t satisfy). Finally, it shows the deception of 
focusing on our financial situation (rich or poor) more than focusing on honoring God in 
whatever circumstances we find ourselves in. 
Proverbs 3:9-10; 14:31; 19:17; 22:7; 23:4-5; 30:8-9 

• Wealth (money and possession) does not lead to happiness and satisfaction, but it is 
found in fearing God, keeping His commandments and finding enjoyment in our lot in life. 
The book of Ecclesiastes tells about King Solomon who had everything that he desired 
but concluded that all was vanity. Great wealth didn’t bring true contentment, but on the 
contrary it brought many more problems. He tells us that if you love money and wealth 
you won’t be satisfied when you get it; the more you have the more others will consume it; 
riches brings about anxiety and not rest; riches are kept and accumulated but it ultimately 
leads to our hurt or misfortune; riches can easily be lost through bad work; and all riches 
will be left behind at death. We avoid the “oppression of riches” by being content in God 
and enjoy the things He blesses us with. This keeps us occupied with joy in our hearts. 
Ecclesiastes 2:9-11; 5:10-20; 12:13-14 

Purpose And Ambition
• Wealth (money and possession) is dethroned from its idolatrous position in our lives and 

we use it to lay up treasure in heaven. Jesus tells us that we cannot serve God and 
money and that our lives don’t consist in the abundance of the things that we possess. 
We are to serve God and use our wealth to serve God. We are not to use our wealth on 
this earth to accumulate a great amount of treasure here, but instead use it for God’s 
purposes (giving to the poor, etc) to lay up treasures in heaven. 
Luke 12:13-21; 33-34; 16:19-31; 18:18-30; 19:5-10 

Review Questions
• Before the law of Moses what was the attitude towards money? 
• What did the law of Moses teach us about money? 
• In the lives of the people of God, what was the attitude towards money? 
• What are the attitudes of wisdom towards money? 
• What attitude does Jesus want us to have towards money? 
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25. What Is The Biblical Method To Obtain Money?
The biblical method to obtain money is work. God has designed mankind to work in order to 
provide a living for themselves and their families. Believers should diligently work hard as 
unto the Lord and avoid the dangers of obtaining money by those means that appeal to our 
sinful and greedy desires to be rich. 

Work Is The Way To Obtain Money
• God has designed mankind to work. It was part of the “goodness” of His creation. He 

created a garden and placed Adam (the first man) in it “to dress it and to keep it.” He 
created man to work. Adam was expected to exert physical and mental effort to maintain 
the garden. Adam was also granted to partake of the vegetation as food (at this time all 
mankind and animals were vegetarians). Therefore, work should be a normal way of life. 
Genesis 1:29-30; 2:8-17 

• Everyone needs food, clothing, etc., to live or they need to earn money to exchange for 
these necessities. Work is the primary way for us to earn these necessities or the money 
to purchase them. The Bible presents two kinds of people: a person who is inclined to 
work and a person who is disinclined to work. They have two very different outcomes. The 
person who works is “better off” because he will profit and be satisfied with honest gains. 
The person who doesn’t work is “worse off” because he lacks understanding and ends up 
with nothing. This type of person desires to have money, chases vain pursuits of money, 
talks about ways to get money, boasts about his own greatness but he is poor in reality. 
Therefore, work is the normal way of life to earn money. 
Proverbs 10:4; 12:9-11; 13:4; 14:23; 20:4 

• As believers, we are to work with our “own hands”—meaning that we shouldn’t avoid work 
and take advantage of the generosity of rich believers (or others, government, etc.), but 
we should earn a living for ourselves and families. All believers have the responsibility to 
exert physical and mental effort to obtain money so that they can provide for their own 
families. Hard work, continually increasing in brotherly love, aspiring to live peaceably 
and minding our own affairs—allows us to “walk honestly” or live in an honorable way 
towards unbelievers. Therefore, hard and honest work is a part of our Christian testimony.  
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12; 1 Timothy 5:8 

• Believers who refuse to diligently work to earn money are being disobedient to the biblical 
tradition as laid out in the Bible and commanded by Paul. Paul reminds us that, “If any 
would not work, neither should he eat.” In the church of the Thessalonians, there were 
believers that were exploiting the generosity of other believers. They were characterized 
by the following: “walking disorderly”—meaning they were undisciplined and 
irresponsible; “working not at all”—meaning they didn’t spend any time working to earn 
money; “busybodies”—meaning they spent their time meddling or interfering in the lives 
of others. Believers who have these characteristics should be exhorted to work peaceably 
and become financially independent. If they don’t obey the Bible’s command to work, 
then they should be noted and avoided—meaning, in brotherly love, other believers 
shouldn’t have anything to do with them, hoping, they will repent and be restored. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 

• Believers are commanded to have a strong work ethic—to work with all our might. We are 
not to be dishonest, like stealing for gain, but instead we are to do “honest work” and be 
willing to give to those who are in need. Our motivation is rooted in the fear of God. He is 
our ultimate employer. Therefore, whatever we do, we work heartily, as for the Lord, 
knowing that we will receive the inheritance from God as our reward. 
Ecclesiastes 9:10; Ephesians 4:28; Colossians 3:22-24 

55



Firm Foundations Three

Dangerous Ways To Obtain Money
• Schemes—devious systematic plans that promise to make you rich quick with a minimal 

amount of work required. The dangers of these schemes should be obvious to us but we 
often overlook them because they appeal to our “desire to be rich” or greed. This greed 
temps us to do wrong, traps us, and leads us to many other foolish and hurtful lusts. 
These get rich quick schemes are dangerous because: (1) they avoid honest, faithful, and 
hard work instead of promoting it; (2) they make riches the goal instead of honoring God; 
(3) they promote rushing to get rich—but the Bible says this type of person will not go 
unpunished.  
1 Timothy 6:9-10; Proverbs 28:20 

• Gambling—paying money to play a game for a chance (often very small) to win a large 
amount of money in return. The reason we gamble is because we “desire to be rich” 
quick instead of diligently working and gathering little by little. This too avoids the biblical 
tradition and spends money on “chance” to earn more money instead of work. This is 
dangerous because it misplaces our priorities and mostly leads to poverty.  
Proverbs 13:11; 21:5 

• Borrowing—an agreement to take and use money from someone else with the intention of 
eventually paying it back according to the terms agreed upon. The reason we have to go 
into debt is because there is something that we want/need now but we don’t have enough 
money to buy it now (thus obtaining money that we haven’t earned yet). Therefore, 
instead of working hard and saving up money for it, we borrow money from a lender. The 
motivation for this often comes from that same “desire to be rich” or greed within us, thus 
leading us down a dangerous path. One of the greatest dangers of debt is that “the 
borrower is servant to the lender”—meaning the borrower looses a certain amount of 
freedom over his income and decisions because he has bound himself to the lender until 
his debt is repaid. As believers, we were bought with a price and we should not be the 
servants of men. Thus, debt can hinder our service to God by enslaving us and denying 
us the freedom to serve as we are needed. Debt is also dangerous because it causes us 
to presume on our future financial circumstances, but truly we have no control over it. 
Finally, the interested on the borrowed money often makes the deal very foolish. 
Proverbs 22:7; James 4:13-15 

- As believers, we should repay all our debts and strive to live debt free. The Bible says 
to “owe no man anything”—meaning we are not to let any debt remain outstanding. We 
should avoid debt if the circumstance allows it and only borrow after we have 
considered the risks, sought wise counsel, considered the cost of the repayment plan 
and if the thing being purchased can by used as collateral for the money borrowed. 
Psalm 37:21; Romans 13:8; Matthew 5:25-26 

- As believers, we should not guarantee (co-sign) a debt for someone else. This means 
that we shouldn’t promise to pay someone else’s debt if they default on their loan. This 
is unwise, dangerous and usually only required when the lender feels the borrower 
won’t repay his loan. Guaranteeing for someone else means you are equally going into 
debt with them and if both of you can’t repay what was borrowed, they will take 
everything from you too as payment towards the debt. 
Proverbs 6:1-5; 17:18; 22:26-27; 27:13 

• Sinful Activities—exerting physical and mental effort in a sinful manner to obtain money. 
For example, the wage of a prostitute is an abomination to God. In the book of Acts, some 
new believers who used “curious arts” refused to obtain money by selling their “books” 
because they were evil and instead burned them—loosing a great some of money. 
Deuteronomy 23:18; Acts 19:18-20 

Review Questions
• God designed mankind to do what to earn money? 
• What is the danger of a person who is disinclined to work? 
• What is the motivation of the Christian work ethic? 
• What are three dangerous ways to obtain money? 
• As believers how should we feel about debt and co-signing? 

56



Firm Foundations Three

26. What Are Wise Ways To Handle Money?
Wise ways to handle money means that by biblical “understanding and knowledge” we 
give generously, save reasonably and spend strategically. 

Generous Giving
• “Giving” is freely transferring a portion of our money or possession to someone else for 

their benefit. The dangers of wealth is becoming high-minded and trusting in our money 
and possessions instead of God. To guard against this, we are to first give ourselves to 
God and trust in Him above all else and, secondly, do good to others and being “rich in 
good works”—which includes willingly and generously giving and sharing our wealth. 
1 Timothy 6:17-19; Matthew 5:23-24; 6:1-4; 26:6-13 

• The blessing of giving—we can’t out give God. There are two main blessings we can 
partake in from giving: (1) For with the measure we give, in the same way it will be 
measured back to us again or we will reap what we sow—meaning that God will supply 
all our needs as we are obedient to Him. (2) Fruit will abound to our accounts—meaning 
as we use our money and possessions to support God’s work in this world we are laying 
up for ourselves treasure in heaven. For example, if you give to support a preacher of the 
gospel and someone gets saved through his ministry, then you partake in that fruit too. 
Proverbs 19:17; Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 9:6; Philippians 4:17-19; Matthew 6:19-21 

• The Biblical understanding of tithing—that God commanded the children of Israel to give 
multiple “one-tenths” of their agricultural produce and/or livestock as a way to support the 
Levites, celebrate festivals, to help others in need and worship God—has been fulfilled in 
Jesus and does not apply to believers today. One of the great dangers of 
misunderstanding the “tithe” is believing that God only owns 10% of your income and you 
get to own the remaining 90% and use it as you desire. On the contrary, God owns 100% 
of everything we have, including all of our income, and we are to be faithful stewards. 
Matthew 5:17-20; Romans 10:4; Colossians 2:16-23; Ephesians 2:11-22 

• The New Testament paradigm for giving is generous grace giving. This resembles the Old 
Testament freewill offerings. Its principles are as follows: complementary—a balance 
between the spiritual and material workings within the church; proportional—the amount 
given is “within” our financial ability and “sacrificially beyond”; regular—a pattern to follow 
so that we can excel in our giving; cheerful—a joy because it is a privilege and not an 
obligation; honest—the process of dealing with money that is given through the church 
needs to be done in a way that is accountable so there would be no reason for criticism. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-3; 8-24; 9:1-15; 1 Corinthians 16:2-4 

• Making giving a priority—choosing to give first. Giving goes against our sinful nature of 
selfishness, but believers are to be selfless and generous givers. Thus it seems wise to 
make giving a financial priority. This means as God prospers us (as we receive our 
salaries etc) we should first take a portion of it and give it or lay it aside so that it can be 
given when needed. This protects against spending everything and having nothing left to 
give or only having a little left over to give. Giving to God should be a priority. 
1 Corinthians 16:2 

• Question: “How much should we give?”—this seems to be a question that many believers 
ask, but it can’t be answered with a percentage or specific amount because the Bible 
doesn’t permit us to do so. Everyone must give as they purpose in their hearts. But also 
we know that God wants us to be generous—and generosity is not measured by “how 
much you give” but by “how much you have left over” after you give. Jesus told His 
disciples that a poor widow who put “two mites” into the offering box had given more than 
all the rich people who put money into the offering box because she gave “all her living” 
and they only gave out of their “abundance.” 
Mark 12:41-44; 2 Corinthians 9:7 
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Reasonable Savings
• “Saving” is setting aside a reasonable portion of money or possessions for future use. 

This allows a person to have resources in the future when they are needed for foreseen or 
unforeseen reasons. The Bible teaches that it is wise to have “savings” and foolish to 
“devour”  everything that we have so there is nothing left. It even tells us to look to the ant 
to know how to plan ahead in a responsible manner—for an ant prepares and gathers its 
food in the summer and harvest because it knows that winter is coming. 
Proverbs 6:6-11; 21:20; Genesis 41:25-57 

• Hoarding is stockpiling away unreasonable or large portions of money or possessions for 
future use. This is usually motivated by: (1) greed—we are wanting to build great wealth 
for ourselves at the expense of others; (2) fear—we are fearful about the future and we 
start building a great reserve incase of a shortage or emergency; (3) selfishness—we 
don’t want to have to trust in God for our continued provision, so we accumulate enough 
so that we don’t have to daily rely on God. Whatever the motivation, hoarding usually 
leads us to breaking the great commands of loving God and loving others. 
Proverbs 11:28; Luke 12:16-21; James 5:1-6; Exodus 16:16-20 

• Question: “How much should we save?”—there seems to be a balance or tension in 
scripture about what is reasonable and unreasonable “savings”. Thus, we need to 
evaluate our motivation about our savings. When we are considering how much to save 
(including retirement and insurance), we should ask the following questions: What is my 
motivation for doing this? Does this prevent me from seeking first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness? Does this prevent me from loving others like myself? Is there a better 
investment of this money or possession? Am I avoiding today’s “known needs” to provide 
for tomorrow’s “unknown needs”? Is this rooted in greed, fear or selfishness? 
Matthew 6:25-34; 22:36-40; Haggai 1:1-11; Isaiah 30:1-2; Deuteronomy 8:13-14 

Strategic Spending
• “Spending” is using money or possessions for current use. The Bible expects us to use 

the money that we obtain to provide for ourselves and our relatives. We are to be content 
in God and enjoy the things He blesses us with. We are allowed to purchase possessions 
for our needs and enjoyment. This spending also includes paying taxes to the 
government as required, distributing to the necessity of saints and showing hospitality. 
1 Timothy 5:8; 6:17; Ecclesiastes 5:18-20; Romans 12:13; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 4:9; Matthew 17:24-27; 22:15-22 

• If the Bible instructs us to provide for our families, be generous givers, save a reasonable 
amount and not go into debt, then we need a wise financial plan or a budget. A budget is 
an estimate of our income and expenditures that we wisely plan in advance so that we 
can: (1) live within our means—reduce the chance of making unwise decision and going 
into debt (or a plan to get out of debt); (2) live a strategic lifestyle—meaning limiting our 
lifestyle to a certain “amount” and not living above it, even if our income allows, so that we 
can maximize our giving potential. 
Proverbs 24:3-4 

• Question: “How much should we spend?”—as believers, we don’t live for this world, but 
for the world to come, thus when we spend money we need to ask several questions: Will 
owning this be a hinderance to me? Will owning this steal too much of my time 
maintaining it? Will spending money in this way prevent me from helping someone I know 
in need? Am I deceiving myself by trying to rationalize this purchase?  

Review Questions
• How should we give? 
• Should giving be a priority? 
• What is the difference between saving and hoarding? 
• What does strategic spending or lifestyle mean? 
• How much should we give, save and spend? 
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27. What Is The Biblical Understanding Of Tithing?
The Biblical understanding of tithing is that God commanded the children of Israel to give 
multiple “one-tenths” of their agricultural produce and/or livestock as a way to support the 
Levites, celebrate festivals, to help others in need and worship God. Ultimately, the multiple 
tithes were fulfilled in Jesus and believers have a new paradigm for giving. 

The Misconception Of “The Tithe Offering”
• The “tithe” in the Bible is often misrepresented and therefore leads to a misunderstanding 

about the responsibility of a believer and how God has planned for him to be a giver. The 
definition about tithing that has led many to misunderstand it is: “Tithing is a required 
universal offering by which you give a total of only one-tenth of all your income to God”. 
This is an oversimplification and wrong definition of the “tithe” that is found in the Bible 
because: (1) the Bible presents more than one type of tithe; (2) the requirements for these 
are specific and not just based on a person’s income; (3) the total amount given of these 
comprised more than one-tenth when added together (even though the word “tithe” 
means one-tenth); (4) it is never commanded as a universal obligation for all people for all 
times but for a specific people for a specific time. 

• The Bible describes four different tithes that were commanded in the law of Moses. We 
need to examine each of these “tithes” to consider: (1) who was the giver; (2) what were 
they to give; (3) where was the gift to be given; (4) why were they to give; (5) when were 
they required to give. 

- The Levitical Tithe—The Israelites were commanded by God to give one-tenth of their 
seed or fruit and every tenth animal from their herd or flock to the children of Levi in 
return for their service that they did in the tabernacle of the congregation. They were to 
give this tithe when their crops were harvested and as their livestock increased 
accordingly. 
Numbers 18:21-24; Leviticus 27:30-33 

- The Priestly Tithe—The Levites, who were the priest, were commanded by God to give 
one-tenth from the Levitical tithe that they received from the Israelites as a heave 
offering for the Lord. 
Numbers 18:25-32 

- The Festival Tithe—The Israelites were commanded by God to give one-tenth of their 
“increase from the field” including the firstlings of their livestock to celebrate their 
festivals (i.e., passover, tabernacles, weeks). They were to do this once a year and 
bring this tithe to “the place which He shall choose to place His name” or Jerusalem to 
learn to fear the Lord their God always. If you couldn’t take the stuff to Jerusalem, then 
you could sell the tithe of the crops and livestock so that you have money and then 
take the money to Jerusalem and buy what you needed to celebrate the festivals with 
your family. 
Deuteronomy 14:22-27; 16:16 (Exodus 23:14-17; Leviticus 23:1-44; Deuteronomy 16:1-17) 

- The Charity Tithe—The Israelites were commanded by God to give one-tenth of their 
agricultural produce for that year and store it up in their cities to feed the Levites, the 
strangers (foreigners), the fatherless children or orphans and the widows that lived in 
their cities. This was only to be done once every three years. In response to this tithe 
the Lord said He would bless them in all the work of their hands that they do. 
Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 26:12-15 

- The Sabbatical Year—The Israelites were commanded by God to let the land rest for 
one year, meaning they weren’t allowed to sow or gather in their crop, thus possibly 
excusing the need for the tithe in this year. This was only to be done once every seven 
years. The natural crop that grew could be taken for food by anyone and God would 
bless the sixth year’s harvest to produce a crop sufficient for three years for them. 
Exodus 23:10-11; Leviticus 25:1-7; 17-23 
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• What was the total amount that an Israelite was required to give through the different 
tithes? This is actually impossible to calculate because: (1) it is “possible” their 
agricultural produce and livestock were only subject to the tithes and not their entire 
income i.e. money earned like a fisherman or carpenter; (2) they were only required to 
give every tenth animal from their livestocks, so this would be a different percentage 
based on how many animals you had at the time i.e. you only have to give one cow if you 
have fifteen (6.6%). Therefore, the best estimate that we can see from the Bible’s tithing 
requirements was that they gave around 20% of their agricultural produce and livestock 
every year but gave around 30% every third year because of the added charity tithe. 
Thus, it doesn’t seem that 10% was ever a total amount they gave—it was always more. 
Finally, we must remember that there were still other offerings that were obligatory and 
voluntary that the Israelites were to give (i.e., burnt offerings, peace offerings, sin 
offerings, trespass offerings, meal or meat offerings, heave offerings—although some 
might be included within the tithes). 

The Different Tithes Before And After The Law
• Before the law of Moses there is no command concerning tithing—nor any examples of 

the levitical, priestly, festival, or charity tithes. But there are two examples of people giving 
one-tenth (both are descriptive and not prescriptive). First, Abraham gave away 100% of 
the goods seized in his military victory, giving 10% to Melchizedek who was king of Salem 
and the priest of the most high God, and then giving a portion to the men who went with 
him and finally giving the rest to the king of Sodom. Second, Jacob promised to give one-
tenth to God of all that God gave him when the conditions of the vow were fulfilled. 
Genesis 14:17-24; 28:18-22 

• After the law of Moses was fulfilled in Jesus, there is no command concerning tithing—nor 
any examples of the levitical, priestly, festival, or charity tithes because each have been 
fulfilled in the New Testament and are no longer necessary. Instead, we are given a new 
paradigm for giving. Also, the only time the “tithe” is mentioned in the New Testament is 
when Jesus is rebuking the scribes and Pharisees, He is telling a parable or when it is 
referenced in an Old Testament story (all are descriptive and not prescriptive). 
Matthew 23:23-24; Luke 18:9-14; Hebrews 7:1-10 (Matthew 5:17-20; Romans 10:4; Colossians 2:16-23; Ephesians 2:11-22) 

Principals Learned From The Different Tithes
• Even though the four tithes are no longer binding on believers living under grace like they 

were for the Israelites living under the law, we can learn the following principals from 
them: (1) God wants His people to support those who serve Him full-time; (2) those who 
receive this support should also be givers and not just takers; (3) we should use our 
money to worship God and lead our families to worship God; (4) God wants His people to 
care and proved for those in need especially the poor and marginalized. 

• As believers, we live by faith and grow in our knowledge of the Bible. We allow the Bible 
to change our conscience and preconceived ideas. Not every believer understands these 
truths concerning the tithes or some may even disagree with these conclusions. Either 
way, we should not judge or despise each other. Thus, in an effort to not offend others it is 
“recommended” that giving should be at least one-tenth of your income if you can do so 
by faith and with an attitude of “giving God thanks”—because no one disagrees with 
giving 10% or more to God, the contention is always on the minimum. 
Romans 14:1-23; 1 Corinthians 8:7-13 

Review Questions
• How many tithes are commanded in the Old Testament? 
• What are the different tithes? 
• What was the total amount of all the tithes? 
• Was their required tithing before and after the law? 
• What are principles we learn from the different tithes? 
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28. What Is The New Testament Paradigm For Giving?
The New Testament paradigm for giving is that of generous grace giving—meaning that 
believers are to give freewill offerings to supply the needs of the church and its outreach to 
the community (including the poor) and the world—to accomplish its mission here on earth. 
Giving is a Christian virtue or grace that all believers are to abound in. 
2 Corinthians 8:7 

The Paradigm Of Generous Grace Giving
• The local church started with Jesus and His disciples, and it was established when they 

received and were filled by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Pentecost was part of 
the “festival of weeks” in which the Israelites were required to come to Jerusalem. So 
when Peter preached His sermon at Pentecost there were many people present to hear it 
and they “added unto them about three thousand souls.” Also, “the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.” Presumably, many of those who became 
believers that day were living away from home and, understandably, they wanted to 
continued steadfastly in all they were learning about Jesus. Thus, as the church was in its 
infancy and having a great need before them, the believers sold their possessions and 
goods, and then distributed the proceeds to anyone who had a need, so that all who 
believed had all things in common. Through Acts, this becomes characteristic of the 
church, that is: generous grace giving. 
Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37; 9:36, 39; 10:4; 17:9-10; 21:23-25 

• As the church continues to grow and spread, the giving within the church (as presented 
in the rest of the New Testament) doesn’t fit the Old Testament patterns of the four 
different “tithes,” but it does resemble the freewill offerings to the Lord. These offerings 
are characterized by: (1) giving with a willing heart; (2) giving to God and for His work; (3) 
giving according to what a person had and what they wanted to give; (4) giving was done 
by expressing great joy before the Lord; (5) giving expecting it would be blessed by God. 
Exodus 25:1-9; 35:4-9, 20-29; 36:1-7; Deuteronomy 16:9-12, 16-17; 1 Chronicles 29:6-9; Proverbs: 3:9-10; 11:24 

• The believers and the church at Jerusalem exemplified generous grace giving in there 
specific situation, but they eventually suffered “great persecution” and there was a great 
famine throughout all the world. They became in great need financially. Believer’s from 
Galatia, Macedonia, Achaia determined to send relief unto the believers in Judaea/
Jerusalem to help meet their needs. From these examples, we can learn principles about 
how God wants us to meet needs through generous grace giving. Today, believers should 
continue to grow in this Christian virtue of giving. First, we give ourselves to God—
meaning we make a personal commitment of our lives to God. Second, we earnestly 
desire to give generously as we have opportunity because of the grace of God in our lives 
and strive to abound in this area, knowing: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
Acts 8:1; 11:25-30; 20:4, 35; 24:17; Romans 15:25; Galatians 2:9-10; 1 Corinthians 16:1; 2 Corinthians 8:4-7 

Principles Of Generous Grace Giving
• Giving should be complementary—the spiritual and material workings within the church 

should be characterized by “equality” or “balance”. This means things should be equally 
sufficient or that one’s abundance in an area meets the needs of another where he is 
lacking in that area and vice versa. For example, at this time the Corinthian church 
(Gentiles) could financially help the Jerusalem church (Jews) and the Jerusalem church 
(Jews) could spiritually help the Corinthian church (Gentiles). This principle also overflows 
into pastors having the privilege to work in the ministry full-time and to be supported by 
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the church, thus refraining from working for a living outside of their ministry. They sow 
“spiritual things” among the people they are ministering to, thus in return they have the 
right to reap “material things” from them. 
2 Corinthians 8:13-15; Romans 15:27; (1 Corinthians 9:1-18; 1 Timothy 5:17-18; Galatians 6:6) 

• Giving should be proportional—the amount we are to give should be: (1) within our 
financial ability and how God has prospered us—meaning our ability to give is based on 
what we have (if we have much, we give much; if we have little, we give little). This also 
means there is no required amount that we are to give, but it is proportional to what we 
are able to financially give within our means; (2) beyond our financial ability—meaning we 
are to make sacrifices so that we can give more than what would be comfortable. (3) 
below our financial ability—meaning we are able to give more than we are but we don’t. 
Acts 11:29; 1 Corinthians 16:2b; 2 Corinthians 8:1-3; 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

• Giving should be regular—the process of giving should be routine or have a pattern to 
follow so that we can excel in our giving. Paul told the church at Corinth to store up the 
amount they were to give every Sunday (this amount could be different each week based 
on their occupation etc). This way the collection of money they were going to give to the 
church at Jerusalem would be ready and there wouldn’t be any last minute pressure on 
the church to give (often results in giving little). We might be very eager and enthusiastic 
to give but we have to be intentional about our preparation and execution to give so that it 
can be done joyfully and generously and not covetousness or have to be coerced. 
1 Corinthians 16:2a; 2 Corinthians 9:1-5; 2 Corinthians 8:10-12 

• Giving should be cheerful—the process of giving should be a delight or joy and not a 
burden. Everyone must give as they purpose in their hearts. It is a privilege and not an 
obligation. It should be voluntary and not involuntary. It should be deliberate and not 
impulsive. Thus, we need to have the following motivations when giving: (1) To emulate 
Jesus—He was rich but became poor for us that we might be made rich. (2) To trust in 
God’s abundant provision—if we sow sparingly we will reap sparingly, but if we sow 
bountifully we will reap bountifully—meaning there are temporal and eternal rewards for 
giving based on how we give. (3) To glorify God—God loves a cheerful giver and we want 
to please Him—thus we don’t give grudgingly or with a sad heart, nor because we are 
forced to, but because we want to worship God. (4) To testify of grace—our giving gives 
evidence of the exceeding grace of God in us and our confession of the gospel of Christ; 
(5) To give thanksgiving to God—many people will give thanks to God because of our 
giving just like we have given thanks unto God for His unspeakable gift—salvation by 
grace through faith in Jesus alone. 
2 Corinthians 8:8-9; 9:6-15; Romans 15:26-29; Hebrews 13:15-16; (John 10:18; Romans 8:32) 

• Giving should be honest—the process of dealing with money that is given through the 
church needs to be done in a way that is accountable so that it can be done with honesty 
before God and men. When they were going to send the money to Jerusalem, the 
churches chose people they judged to be commendable to deliver the money so there 
would be no reason for criticism. Also, we should be honest personally—meaning that we 
shouldn’t be deceptive about how much we give or give just to be praised by others. We 
should strive to be honest in all financial matters. 
1 Corinthians 16:3-4; 2 Corinthians 8:16-24; Acts 5:1-11; Matthew 6:1-4 

Review Questions
• What did giving look like at the establishment of the church? 
• Does the giving in the church look like the Old Testament tithes or freewill offerings? 
• What are five principles of generous grace giving? 
• What are five motivations for giving cheerfully? 
• Are you excelling in the Christian virtue of giving? 
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29. Why Should A Church Financially Support A Pastor?
A church should financially support a pastor so he can be fully engaged in ministry. A 
pastor has the right to be supported by those he ministers to. Thus, the church should be 
willing to generously give to financially support their pastor if he is worthy of support. 
Acts 6:1-8 

Pastors Should Be Financially Supported
• Paul uses his unique position as an apostle to help illustrate that even though all things 

are lawful not everything edifies. One of the evidences of Paul’s apostleship was the fact 
that the church in Corinth existed because of his preaching and work among them. He 
then goes on asking more rhetorical questions to show that he also has the right to be 
financially supported (power to eat and to drink) and to be married (power to lead about a 
sister, a wife). He wanted them to know that he has the right to refrain from working for a 
living because He is a minister of the gospel and thus has the full right to receive his 
“living” from the churches he is ministering in. The principle is: you should earn your living 
from your work. 
1 Corinthians 9:1-6; 10:23 

- Examples from life: He shows this principle is a normal pattern in life: (1) a soldier who 
goes to war doesn’t do it at his own expense; (2) a farmer who plants a vineyard also 
eats of the fruit from it; (3) a shepherd who tends to and feeds a flock also eats of the 
milk from the flock. 
1 Corinthians 9:7; 2 Timothy 2:1-7 

- Example from the law of Moses: Then he show that a part of the law about “oxen” was 
actually written for our sakes and not just for the concern of oxen. He says, “Thou shalt 
not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn.” An ox would either pull a 
threshing sledge or trample over stalks of corn and they were not to muzzle its mouth 
so that it couldn’t eat, but allow it to eat as it worked. Paul continues to apply this 
saying that it was written to teach us that we should plow and thresh “in hope” so we 
can be partakers of this hope. Thus, a pastor works in the church “in hope” by sowing 
spiritual things, hoping to reap material things for his livelihood. 
1 Corinthians 9:7-11; Deuteronomy 25:4 

- Examples from the temple: Next, he points to those who worked in the temple to 
“minister about holy things” also lived of the things of the temple and those that served 
at the altar also partook from the sacrificial offerings of the altar. 
1 Corinthians 9:13 (Compare: Genesis 2:15 to Numbers 3:7-8; 18:7 and the words “dress” and “keep”.) 

- Example from Jesus: Finally, Paul says that even the Lord Jesus has ordained that, 
“They which preach the gospel should live of the gospel”—meaning that full-time 
ministers of the gospel should earn their living or have a right to be financially 
supported by this “gospel-work” alone. 
1 Corinthians 9:14 

• But Paul didn’t exercise his right to receive financial support from the church at Corinth 
(and Thessalonica). Instead he worked as a tentmaker and would minister every sabbath 
(and most likely other times). He did this because he didn’t want to hinder the gospel of 
Christ by people thinking he was financially motivated while He was “in the regions of 
Achaia.” Also, it allowed him to undermine his opponents, the false teachers, who were 
claiming they had the same authority as Paul and were greedily seeking money for their 
“false ministries.” But eventually Paul became poor enough to need help from others. 
Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia giving him money from the church(s) at Philippi 
or those in the region (even though they weren’t receiving direct ministry from Paul at this 
time). So while Paul was at Corinth He did receive support from other churches and this 
allowed him to become fully engaged in testifying that Jesus was the Christ. 
1 Corinthians 4:11-12; 9:12; 2 Corinthians 11:7-15; Philippians 4:15-20; Acts 18:1-5; (1 Thessalonians 2:9) 
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- Paul’s motivation for ministry was because “necessity” was laid upon him and that a 
“dispensation of the gospel” was committed to him—meaning the task of preaching 
the gospel was entrusted to him and thus his reward was that he could boast that he 
preached “the gospel of Christ without charge.” He also exemplified that believers 
should work hard, help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 
1 Corinthians 9:15-18; Acts 20:32-35; (2 Thessalonians 3:6-9) 

- In response to what seems to be a charge against Paul, he asked the church at 
Corinth in what were they inferior or less fortunate than other churches. The only thing 
was that he himself was not “burdensome”—meaning he did not freeload off of them. 
He ironically but sincerely asked for their forgiveness if they were offended by this, but 
continues to stand by his decision not to accept financial support from them because 
of his original reasons and also affectionally explains He is their spiritual father and 
was willing to spend and be spend for their souls—he didn’t want what was theirs but 
he wanted them. He didn’t want money to change their relationship. 
2 Corinthians 12:11-18 

• After Paul finished teaching the Galatians that we are to help cary the heavy burdens of 
others as we carry the load of our own personal responsibilities that God has given us 
individually, he continues to encourage that there is teamwork and fellowship that takes 
place between believers. One of the areas where there should be sharing is between the 
“teachers of the word” and the “learners of the word”—all believers should fall into this 
category because every believer should be in a local church under the guidance of its 
leadership. The learners should share (communicate) their financial means (all good 
things) to support the teacher so that he can do his work full-time (help guard against 
false teaching). This is a fellowship that benefits both sides. The teacher will have 
adequate time to study and teach the word, while the learner benefits from the teaching. 
This could also indicate serving where it is needed so that the teachers have enough time 
to study, pray and teach the Bible. God wants full-time pastors—teachers of the word. 
Galatians 6:6 

How Much Financial Support Should A Pastor Receive?
• Paul tells timothy the elders—(pastors who oversee an assembly of Christian believers) 

that rule well—(pastors who fulfill their roles in a good and satisfactory way that meets the 
high standards of the Bible’s requirements) be counted worthy of double honour—
(receive twice as great the compensation), especially they who labour (particularly those 
who work very hard) in the word (preaching) and doctrine (teaching). Paul then quotes 
scripture to prove his points: 
1 Timothy 5:17-18; (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; Hebrews 13:7, 17) 

- First, he applies part of the law from the Old Testament saying, “Thou shalt not muzzle 
the ox that treadeth out the corn.”—meaning a pastor can partake from his ministry. 
1 Timothy 5:18a; Deuteronomy 25:4 

- Second, he quotes Jesus in the New Testament as saying, “The labourer is worthy of 
his reward.”—meaning a pastor who ministers is deserving of financial support. 
1 Timothy 5:18b; Luke 10:7 

Review Questions
• Does a pastor have a right to be financially supported by the church he leads? 
• What are the four examples that Paul used? 
• Did Paul exercise his right to receive financial support at Corinth? Why?  
• What two scriptures does Paul use to prove his points? 
• Are you giving to help support your pastor? 
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30. What Is Our Responsibility Towards The Poor?
Our responsibility towards the poor is to do whatever we can to help relieve their affliction. 
As believers, we are to have compassion for believers in need but also towards our 
neighbors—those whom we come across that are in need and we are able to help. We 
should consider the reasons for their situation and help accordingly. 

Compassion For The Household Of Faith
• The Bible teaches that an evidence of (or fruit of) true conversion is brotherly affection 

and love—meaning showing true compassion towards “the least of these my brethren” or 
other believers whatever their “rank” (especially those who suffer because of serving 
Jesus) and it is equal to doing it for Jesus Himself. This compassion should be evident 
within the body of Christ and we should be willing to care for each other. This compassion 
within the body of Christ includes: providing food for the hungry; providing drink for the 
thirsty; being hospitable to the homeless and foreigner; to clothe the unclothed; to check 
on the sick; to visit those in prison; to check on the fatherless (orphans) and widows in 
their affliction. We are to do good unto everyone, but especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith. We do this in love and our motivation for this love comes from Jesus 
laying down His life for us, thus we ought to lay down our lives for the believers. 
Matthew 25:31-46; Galatians 2:10; 6:10; James 1:22-27; 2:14-18; 2 Peter 1:3-15; 1 John 3:16-24; 1 Corinthians 13:3 

• God’s people have always been responsible to helping the poor and it has always been 
characteristic of one who loves and obeys God. The Israelites were commanded by God 
to give one-tenth of their agricultural produce for that year and store it up in their cities to 
feed the Levites, the strangers (foreigners), the fatherless children or orphans and the 
widows that lived in their cities. This was only to be done once every three years. Also, 
there were rules to govern how to make payment back to others who suffered loss in 
interpersonal relationships or to keep people from taking financial advantage of others or 
the poor. They would leave the corners of the field for the poor and stranger to glean 
freely. They were to “open their hands wide” to the poor and in certain situations they 
were to furnish others liberally from what God had blessed them with. The year of jubile 
(every fifty years) was instituted to liberate the people from all kinds of indebtedness and 
enslavement. This included property, indentured slaves, etc., and it helped moderate the 
economy and those with financial hardships. 
Exodus 22:1-17; 21-30; 23:3-6; 8-11; 16-19; 25-26; Leviticus 19:9-10; 25:1-55; Numbers 18:20-24; Deuteronomy 12:17-19; 
14:22-29; 15:1-23; 26:10-16; Isaiah 58:6-10; Jeremiah 22:16 

Compassion For Our Neighbors
• The Bible says that we are to love God with all thy heart, soul, strength and mind, and we 

are to love our neighbour as ourselves. A man asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbour?” 
Jesus responds by telling a parable about a man who ran into thieves who stole his 
clothes and injure him to the point of almost being dead. Two men passed by the man 
and didn’t help him but one man had compassion on him by immediately helping the 
man’s physical condition, taking the man to an inn and caring for him and paying the cost 
for his immediate and continual care until he recovered. Jesus then tells them “Go, and 
do thou likewise.” Believers have a responsibility to show compassion to all in need. To be 
compassionate is to be generous and we shouldn’t just be generous to those who can be 
generous back to us, but we should purposely be generous to those who can’t be 
generous back to us. Nor should we have respect of persons based on status: rich/poor. 
Luke 10:25-37; Luke 14:12-14; James 2:1-13 
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• Being poor means lacking the wealth (money and possessions) needed to live at the 
normal standard of your community (this has varying levels) with the destitute being those 
without the basic necessities of life (this is the lowest of the levels). The poor will always 
be in the world. There are legitimate and illegitimate reason for a person being poor. Our 
responsibility to care for the poor is towards those who reasons are legitimate, such as: 
victims of some kind of affliction; an inability to work because of a handicap; the result of 
a natural disaster; famine; being orphaned, etc. As believers, we are to help those within 
our communities that are poor or destitute as we are able to—meaning we use our wealth 
(money and possessions) to show compassion on them. The Proverbs gives us many 
principles concerning the care for the poor: 
Deuteronomy 15:11; Mark 14:7 

- The righteous are aware of the “the cause of the poor”—meaning the just treatment 
due to the poor (by God’s command), but the wicked is not concerned with it. If we 
despise our neighbors we sin, but if we show mercy on the poor we are happy and 
blessed. We are to have a bountiful eye and give from our own food to those in need. 
Proverbs 14:21, 31; 22:9; 29:7; 31:9 

- When we show gracious kindness to the poor we know that we are lending to God and 
He will repay. We don’t have to worry about becoming poor becomes we give to the 
poor, we are promised to that we “shall not lack” but whoever closes their eyes to the 
needs of the poor “have many a curse” or afflictions. 
Proverbs 19:17; 21:13; 28:27 

- If we oppress the poor we reproach or insult our Maker—the God who created the 
heavens and earth, the God who created us. But if we honor God, we will have mercy 
on the poor. Therefore, honoring God means actively caring for the poor and destitute. 
Proverbs 14:31; 17:5; 22:2 

• There are also “illegitimate reason” for a person being poor—meaning our responsibility 
to care for the poor isn’t towards those who reasons are illegitimate, such as: laziness or 
negligence; overindulgence in pleasure; borrowing money or debt; selfish and oppressive 
decisions against God, etc. These are all decisions that a person makes and their “state 
of being poor” is a consequence of their wrong decisions. The person is reaping what 
they sowed. This person should be exhorted to repent and correct the situation. If the 
person is willing to be restored, then we should be willing to help them accordingly. 
Proverbs 10:4; 19:15; 21:17; 20:4; 22:7; 22:16; 22:22-23; 24:30-34; 

- Exhort to work: The Bible says, “If any would not work, neither should he eat.” 
Therefore, if they are undisciplined, irresponsible, able but unwilling to spend any time 
working to earn money then they should be exhorted to work to fix their situation 
(especially if they are a believer). If they don’t obey the Bible’s command to work, then 
they should be noted and avoided—meaning other believers shouldn’t have anything 
to do with them, hoping, they will repent and be restored. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-15; Proverbs 16:26 

- Consider a person’s reason for their current situation and respond with the proper type 
of compassion and help. We don’t want to “enable” wrong behavior, nor do we want to 
ignore the needs of the poor, thus if the situation is uncertain, it is better to be 
considerate than inconsiderate. It might be wise to have a process to determine who is 
really without resources, just like that of determining who is a true widow in need. 
1 Timothy 5:3-6  

Review Questions
• What does compassion for the household of faith mean? 
• What are some Old Testament examples? 
• What does compassion for our neighbors mean? 
• What are legitimate and illegitimate reasons for being poor? 
• Are you fulfilling your responsibility towards the poor? 

66










	Firm Foundations Three
	Lessons Index

	Christian Marriage
	Christian Marriage
	About These Lessons
	Lessons 1-10
	Structure Of The Lessons
	1. How Do I Find A Suitable Spouse?
	Foundational Understanding: Marriage Is God’s Plan
	Biblical Principles: Searching For A Spouse
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	2. What Is The Biblical Framework For Marriage?
	The Relational Framework For Marriage
	The Spiritual Framework For Marriage
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	3. What Is The Right Perspective For Marriage?
	Loving God And Loving Others
	Spiritual Growth and Sanctification
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	4. What Is The Design Of Sex In Marriage?
	Sex Is The Expression Of The Marriage Covenant
	Sex Is Essential To Sustain The Marriage Covenant
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	5. How Do I Achieve An Honorable Marriage?
	The Power Of The Holy Spirit In Marriage
	The Power Of Love And Respect In Marriage Ephesians 5:33
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	6. How Do I Forgive My Spouse?
	The Spouse Forgiven By Jesus, Learns To Forgive His/Her Spouse
	Principles From Biblical Forgiveness
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	7. How Do I Love My Spouse?
	What Should Love In Marriage Be Like?
	Principles From Biblical Love
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	8. How Do I Serve My Spouse?
	Jesus’ Ultimate Sacrifice Challenges Spouses To Sacrifice
	Principles From Biblical Service
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	9. How Do I Extend Grace To My Spouse?
	All Of Grace—Experience Grace, Extend Grace
	Principles From Biblical Grace
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions
	10. How Do I Make My Marriage Work?
	The Work Of A Believing Husband
	The Work Of A Believing Wife
	Practical Wisdom, Good Judgment And Common Sense
	Review Questions

	Christian Parenting
	Christian Parenting
	About These Lessons
	Lessons 11-20
	Structure Of The Lessons
	11. What Is The Biblical Purpose Of Parenting?
	Establishing A Biblical Purpose
	Putting Biblical Parenting Into Focus
	Committing To Biblical Parenting
	Review Questions
	12. What Is The Biblical Authority Of Parenting?
	Establishing Parental Authority
	Putting Parental Authority Into Focus
	Responding To Parental Authority Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians 3:20
	Review Questions
	13. What Is The Biblical Method Of Parenting?
	Establishing The Right Method
	Putting The Rod (Discipline) Into Focus
	Putting Reproof (Instruction) Into Focus
	Review Questions
	14. What Are Responsible Attitudes Of Parenting?
	Establishing The Correct Attitudes
	Extinguishing The Wrong Attitudes
	Review Questions
	15. How Do I Train My Children In The Lord?
	Establishing The Meaning Of Training
	Putting The Gospel Into Focus
	Other Areas Of Training Priority
	Review Questions
	16. How Do I Organize Family Worship?
	Establishing The Foundation Of Family Worship
	Putting Practical Steps Into Focus
	Other Areas Of Family Worship
	Review Questions
	17. How Do I Create A Household Of Grace?
	Establishing An Environment of Grace
	Putting An Environment of Grace Into Focus
	Review Questions
	18. What Is The Biblical Role Of A Father?
	Establishing Biblical Fatherhood
	Putting Primary Responsibilities Into Focus
	Other Areas Of Fatherhood
	Review Questions
	19. What Is The Biblical Role Of A Mother?
	Establishing Biblical Motherhood
	Putting Primary Responsibilities Into Focus
	Other Areas Of Motherhood
	Review Questions
	20. What About When Parenting Doesn’t Work?
	Encountering Problems In Parenting
	A Parable Of Hope
	Review Questions

	Christian Finances
	Christian Finances
	About These Lessons
	Lessons 21-30
	Structure Of The Lessons
	21. What Should Be The Role Of Money In Our Lives?
	Understanding What Money Is
	Understanding The Peril Of Money (Domination)
	Giving Money Its Proper Role In Our Lives (Servitude)
	Review Questions
	22. What Does It Mean To Be A Steward?
	God’s Ownership
	Believers’ Management
	Strategic Foresight
	Unwavering Faithfulness
	Review Questions
	23. What Does Living For Heavenly Treasure Mean?
	Stewards And Pilgrims
	Earthly And Heavenly
	Review Questions
	24. What Is The Biblical Attitude Towards Money?
	Worship, Charity And Generosity
	Wisdom, Integrity, Honor And Contentment
	Purpose And Ambition
	Review Questions
	25. What Is The Biblical Method To Obtain Money?
	Work Is The Way To Obtain Money
	Dangerous Ways To Obtain Money
	Review Questions
	26. What Are Wise Ways To Handle Money?
	Generous Giving
	Reasonable Savings
	Strategic Spending
	Review Questions
	27. What Is The Biblical Understanding Of Tithing?
	The Misconception Of “The Tithe Offering”
	The Different Tithes Before And After The Law
	Principals Learned From The Different Tithes
	Review Questions
	28. What Is The New Testament Paradigm For Giving?
	The Paradigm Of Generous Grace Giving
	Principles Of Generous Grace Giving
	Review Questions
	29. Why Should A Church Financially Support A Pastor?
	Pastors Should Be Financially Supported
	How Much Financial Support Should A Pastor Receive?
	Review Questions
	30. What Is Our Responsibility Towards The Poor?
	Compassion For The Household Of Faith
	Compassion For Our Neighbors
	Review Questions


