FIRM FOUNDATIONS
FOUR
CHRISTIAN MISSIONS
Page 1-22

CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP
Page 23-44

CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION
Page 45-66

Firm Foundations Four
Christian Missions, Discipleship, And Persecution
Lessons Index
Christian Missions: Going In The Faith
(1)
What Is The Biblical Framework For Missions?
(2)
What Should Define Missions?
(3)
What Is The Urgency Of Missions?
(4)
To Whom Should Missions Take Us?
(5)
Why Should We Care About Missions?
(6)
Who Should Participate In Missions?
(7)
What Is The Authority Of Missions?
(8)
What Is Going And Sending In Missions?
(9)
What Is The Ambition Of Missions?
(10) How Do We Live For Missions?
Christian Discipleship: Discipling In The Faith
(11) What Is The Biblical Framework For Discipleship?
(12) What Should Define Discipleship?
(13) What Is The Leadership Potential Of Discipleship?
(14) What Is A Discipleship Relationship Like?
(15) What Is A Disciple-Making Disciple Like?
(16) Who Are The Equippers Of Discipleship?
(17) How Do Discipleship Relationships Start?
(18) How Are Disciples Trained In The Lord?
(19) How Is An Environment Of Discipleship Created?
(20) How Do We Live For Discipleship?
Christian Persecution: Enduring In The Faith
(21) What Is The Biblical Framework For Persecution?
(22) What Should Define Biblical Persecution?
(23) Who Is Promised To Be Persecuted?
(24) Where Is Our Loyalty In The Face Of Persecution?
(25) How Can We Be Bold In The Face Of Persecution?
(26) How Can We Go Forward In The Face Of Persecution?
(27) How Do We Prepare For Persecution?
(28) How Do We Respond To Persecution?
(29) How Do We Endure The Persecuted Life?
(30) How Do We Help Fellow Believers Being Persecuted?

Firm Foundations Four

Christian Missions
Going In The Faith

1

Firm Foundations Four

Christian Missions
Going In The Faith
About These Lessons
Missions is God’s work in the world to save “whosoever will” from every kindred, tongue,
people and nation. There is much confusion about the mission of the church, but through
understanding the Biblical framework for missions—that is how God is on mission through
the bible to redeem the world to Himself—we find out ultimate mission, the great
commission. In these lessons, we want to help you understand what these truths are so that
you don’t waste your life but instead fulfill the privileged obligation given to us to make
disciples of all nations.

Lessons 1-10
This set of ten lessons is designed to help you actively participate in God’s mission in the
world. These lessons are what we consider to be the basic understanding of Christian
missions. These lessons will hopefully help you to know how to be involved in the work of
making disciples of all nations. These lessons include:
1. What Is The Biblical Framework For Missions? (The Heartbeat Of World Evangelism)
2. What Should Define Missions? (The Work Of World Evangelism)
3. What Is The Urgency Of Missions? (The Importance Of World Evangelism)
4. To Whom Should Missions Take Us? (The Audience Of World Evangelism)
5. Why Should We Care About Missions? (The Motivation For World Evangelism)
6. Who Should Participate In Missions? (The Call Of World Evangelism)
7. What Is The Authority Of Missions? (The Authority Of World Evangelism)
8. What Is Going And Sending In Missions? (The Partnership Of World Evangelism)
9. What Is The Ambition Of Missions? (The Initiative Of World Evangelism)
10. How Do We Live For Missions? (The Application Of World Evangelism)

Structure Of The Lessons
Each lesson has a main truth, a simple outline that supports it, Bible references under many
of the points, and review questions at the end. These lessons are best used when a mature
believer is able to guide you through them, studying one lesson per session.
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1. What Is The Biblical Framework For Missions?
The Biblical framework for missions is that from the beginning God promised to save
“whosoever will” through sending Jesus as the Saviour of the World and in the end He will
accomplish His mission by saving people from every kindred, tongue, people and nation.
The Bible is the outworking of God on mission to save sinful mankind for His glory.

The Framework “From Beginning To End” For Missions
• From the beginning: In the first eleven chapters of Genesis, the first book in the Bible, we
find our basis for humanity. At this time, God dealt directly with all of mankind and there
was no distinction between the Jews and the Gentiles. It is within these chapters that we
find the foundation for the story of all mankind: God creates mankind (Genesis 1:27);
Mankind sins against God (Genesis 3:6); God promises to save mankind (Genesis 3:15;
9:26-27). Thus from the beginning, God was on mission to save “whosoever will” from
their sin and its penalty of death or eternal separation from Him. This mission was initiated
by God and will be accomplished by God. He is promising to defeat Satan and his
followers (unbelievers) through the offspring of the woman (Jesus). One day the
“Promised Man” would come to defeat Satan and even though Satan will strike His heel
(suffering), the promised Man will crush Satan’s head (eternal damnation).
Genesis 1-11; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Romans 5:12-21; 16:20; Revelation 12:9; 20:2, 10; Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 3:8; John 8:44

• To the End: In the last two chapters of Revelation (21-22) we find the fulfillment of God’s
promise to save “whosoever will”. God says, “It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end” (Revelation 21:6). The saved will be God’s people, God Himself
will be with them and be their God. This includes people out of every kindred (tribe),
tongue (language), people, and nation (people groups). But those who reject God’s
salvation will be cast into the lake of fire (eternal damnation).
Revelation 21-22; 5:9; 7:9; 14:6

• In-between: If the above is the framework “from the beginning to end” for missions, then
the in-between is the outworking of God on mission to redeemed “whosoever will” to
Himself by Himself.
Genesis 12 through Revelation 20

The Old Testament Emphasis On Missions
• In Genesis 12:1-3 God makes a unilateral, unconditional, literal, and eternal covenant with
Abraham. The main missional aspect of this covenant was that God was going to bless all
the families of the earth through him. The scriptures preached the gospel unto Abraham.
The “Promised Man” of Genesis 3:15 would be of the seed of Abraham. This “singular
seed” is Jesus. God was willing to justify “whosoever will” through faith. Just like
Abraham, those in this time were to have faith in God’s promise, unto the fulfillment of the
promise came in Jesus, and it could be accounted to them for righteousness. The second
missional aspect of this covenant was that God was going to: (1) make a great nation
from him, (2) bless him and (3) make his name great so that he would “be a blessing”.
They would receive inward blessing for an outward cause: God would use them to be a
light for the nations, so that His salvation may reach to the end of the earth.
Genesis 12:1-3; 15:18-21; 17:1-21; 26:2-5; 28:10-17; Isaiah 9:6, 7; 19:24; 42:6; 49:6; Galatians 3:6, 8-9 16

• God keeps His promise with Abraham and blesses him. A nation is born and the people
of God (Hebrews, Israelites, Jews) were called out for a specific purpose: to be a peculiar
treasure unto God above all people and a kingdom of priests through which all the people
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of the earth may know that the Lord is God, and that there is none else. They were to be
“inward focused”—meaning they were to minister God’s will to their own people and the
strangers among them, but they were also to be “outward focused”—meaning they were
to deliberately minister God’s will to all other nations.
Exodus 9:14, 16; 19:5-6; 1 Kings 8:41-43; 8:60

• God makes a covenant with King David that was connected to the promise (Genesis 3:15;
12:1-3). David recognized part of this promise as the “the manner (teaching) of man
(humankind)”. “This" was the “seed” or the “promised Man” (2 Samuel 7:12, 16) and the
throne that will be established forever. The promise will be fulfilled through the Jews, and
specifically the linage of David, but it would benefit all mankind.
2 Samuel 7:1-29; 1 Chronicles 17:1-27; Psalm 89:1-52; Isaiah 9:6, 7; Luke 1:32, 33

• The Psalms reflect God’s will to use the Jews to reach out to all nations with the truth. The
peoples of the nations are called to worship God because He is the great King over all
the earth. The Jews were to sing, praise, speak, not be ashamed, to make known His
deeds and declare the Lord’s glory / wonder / doings among the nations.
Psalms 2:1-12; 9:1-20; 18:49; 22:27-31; 33:1-22; 47:1-9; 57:9; 66:1-20; 67:1-7; 72:1-28; 86:9-10; 96:1-13; 98:1-9; 100:1-5;
105:1; 108:3-5; 117:1-2; 119:46; 126:2-3; 145:1-21

• Other examples in the Old Testament that give structure to the intent of God to reach all
peoples are: (1) the stories of gentiles who had a relationship with God, such as
Melchizedek, Jethro, Balaam, Rahab, Ruth and Naaman; (2) the examples of the
prophets, such as Isaiah, Jonah, Joel, Amos, Micah, Jeremiah and Zechariah.
Genesis 14:18; Exodus 18:10-11; Numbers 22:9; Joshua 2:9-11; Ruth 2:12; 2 Kings 5:15-19; Isaiah 19:24; 42:6; 49:6; Jonah
1:1-2; 3:10; 4:2, 6-11; Joel 2:28-32; Amos 9:11-12; Micah 4:1-5; Jeremiah 3:17; 33:9; Zechariah 2:11-13; 8:20-23; 14:16-19

The New Testament Emphasis On Missions
• Jesus, the Promised Man: Jesus came into the world to be the Lamb of God that takes
away the sin of the world. Whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. Jesus is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. He is the light of the
world. He came to fulfill the promise. He was the “Promised Man”. Through a virgin birth
God became man in Jesus. He lived a sinless life. Mankind rejected and crucified Him.
He was buried, but three days later He rose from the dead. He defeated sin, death and
evil. He is the way, the truth, and the life and “whosoever will” can come unto the Father
by faith in Jesus alone. All the Gospels are evidence of these truths (Matthew-John).
John 1:29; 3:16-17; 4:42; 6:33; 8:12; 9:5; 12:32, 46; 14:6

• The Church: The local church started with Jesus and His disciples, and it was established
when they received and were filled by the Holy Spirit. The mandate of the church was to
make disciples of all nations through going and preaching the gospel, baptizing new
believers and teaching them all that Jesus taught. As a result, new local churches would
be established all around the world. The rest of the New Testament (Acts-Jude) records
the living out of this mandate with Revelation explaining how it will all end victoriously.
Acts 1:7-8; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; Luke 24:45-53; John 20:20-23; Romans 1:1-2; 10:14-15; 1 Peter 2:9

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is the framework “from the beginning” for missions?
What is the framework “to the end” for missions?
What is the storyline throughout the entire Bible?
What is the Old Testament emphasis of missions?
What is the New Testament emphasis of Missions?
4
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2. What Should Define Missions?
Missions is defined by reaching unbelievers with the gospel of Jesus and teaching
believers the word of God. Thus, the work of missions can narrowly be defined by “reaching
and teaching” that results in the church actively making disciples of all nations.

Defining The Mission
• God is on mission to save “whosoever will” through faith in Jesus—the Saviour of the
World. He desires people to be saved from every kindred, tongue, people and nation. He
has chosen to fulfill this through commanding the church to make disciples of all nations.
A disciple of Jesus is one who believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior. He willingly follows
Jesus and desires to obey all that Jesus taught—to the glory of God. Making disciples
has many aspects but can be categorized into two main expressions: (1) “reaching”—
meaning we are to actively be going and preaching the gospel to the peoples of the
world and baptizing new converts in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; (2)
“teaching”—meaning we are to actively be imparting knowledge from the Word of God
and training believers to follow Jesus.
Matthew 28:18-20; John 4:42

• The church is to carry out this mission until the end of the world—until Jesus returns to
judge the world and set up His Kingdom. Each believer is given the Holy Spirit to have
power to be witnesses of Jesus unto all the world. Thus this mission is the defining
purpose of the churches’ work in this world and the mission is defined by reaching and
teaching which results in disciples being made, which results in more local churches
being established. A local church is a group of believers who consistently gather together
in one place for the common purpose of carrying out the will and work of God and to
grow in the grace and knowledge of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It was to this end
that the mission was to be fulfilled: to establish local churches (by reaching and teaching)
who would have the responsibility to continuously carry out the command to make
disciples (by reaching and teaching).
Luke 24:46-49; Acts 1:8; 14:21-23; Acts 15:41; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 3:2

• The expressions of “reaching” and “teaching” are inseparable—meaning one is not more
important than the other and they both are characteristically defined as “communication”
and even more so as: (1) “personal communication”—meaning a disciple has direct
contact with non-disciples or cross-cultural ministry; (2) “oral communication”—meaning
a disciple shares the Word of God with spoken words (or sign language); (3) “written
communication”—meaning a disciple shares the Word of God with written words. The
gospel and the word of God is truth conveyed in words and they thus have to be
communicated to the hearer for the mission to go forward. Thus, anything outside of this
does not directly work towards fulfilling the mission. Everything else that is often
considered “missions” is all “indirect” (works and lifestyle)—meaning it helps influence
but can also deviate from the main goal. All believers are called to be “directly” involved.

Reaching Unbelievers With The Message Of Jesus
• Reaching is the idea of holding out, establishing communication and successfully
influencing unbelievers with the gospel message of Jesus. It means to evangelize
unbelievers or to witness of Jesus to them. It means to teach the gospel clearly and
boldly. Our desire should be to personally preach the gospel—that Jesus offers the
remissions of sin through His death and resurrection according to the Bible—so that
“whosoever will” may know and receive the glorious grace of God through Jesus.
Luke 24:44-49
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• Reaching is the idea of stretching past boundaries and going forth with the gospel
message of Jesus. Every believer should be involved in actively going into their local area
preaching the gospel and actively sending believers to other parts of the world to preach
the gospel. Every place in the world where there is a human, there needs to be someone
actively, personally and orally communicating the gospel. We desire to reach as many
people as we possibly can.
Mark 16:15; John 20:21

• Reaching is the idea of successfully contextualizing and convincing (through the work of
the Holy Spirit) unbelievers with message of Jesus (a person hears the gospel and
believes). But also baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—which
testifies that the person is willing to be identified as a disciple of Christ and is a step of
obedience in following Christ.
Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 9:22

Teaching Believers With The Word Of God
• Teaching is the idea of instructing new believers in the Word of God so that they will
obtain the necessary knowledge and skills to be a faithful disciple of Jesus. As
repentance and the remission of sins are being preached in Jesus’ name, we should also
be teaching all that Jesus taught—including the whole of Scripture.
Matthew 28:20

• Teaching is the idea of educating and training disciples for the ministry so that they fulfill
the biblical requirements and are proficient to carry out their own ministerial roles. They
have to be taught in biblical character, marriage, family, conduct and ability. Discipleship
is life-on-life, meaning that you will not only sit down and teach them lessons about the
Bible (education), but they also will spend time with you and learn from your life (training).
Jesus trained His disciples by being with them. Many things are caught more than taught.
1 Timothy 3:1-7; 4:6; Titus 1:6-9; Mark 3:14; 1 Corinthians 16:10-11, 4:17

• Teaching is the idea of church planting—meaning that after disciples are reached, they
will continually be taught the Word of God until a church is established, the leadership is
properly equipped, and they are actively fulfilling their role in the mission—thus effectively
enlisting them to make disciples of all nations and, like so many before them, to be
involved in giving their time, talent, treasure and lives in obedience of the mission.
2 Timothy 2:2; 15

• Teaching is the idea of continual instruction—meaning that even after a church has been
established and the disciples are trained there are still avenues to edify the believers.
This is exemplified by Paul who would: (1) return to some of the churches he started to
help them; (2) send his disciples to give them assistance; (3) write much needed letters to
them when necessary.
Acts 18:18-23; 2 Corinthians 8:16-18; Examples of letters: Romans 1:1-7; 1 Timothy 1:1-2; Titus 1:1-4

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is God’s mission and who has He chosen to use?
What does “reaching” mean?
What does “teaching” mean?
What are three ideas about reaching?
What are four ideas about teaching?
6
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3. What Is The Urgency Of Missions?
There is only one God (an exclusive Creator—Jehovah); one way to God (an exclusive
Saviour—Jesus); one watchman (an exclusive messenger—the church); one world that
needs to urgently hear the gospel message (an inclusive mission—“whosoever will”).

The Crisis Of Mankind
• Man’s Hopeless Condition: Man sinned against God. He was separated from God. Sin,
death, and evil was passed upon all people. Every human being is born a sinner.
Therefore, every part of who we are (thoughts, actions, emotions, desires, motives,
physical bodies, attitudes, etc.) is corrupted by sin. God sees all of our good as filthy
rags. To God there is only good and bad, no middle ground. Mankind is so destroyed by
sin that we can't even seek after God, but He lives in a state without hope and without
God in the world.
Genesis 2:8, 17; 3:6; Romans 3:11-12; 5:12; 7:18; Jeremiah 17:9; Isaiah 64:6; Ephesians 2:12

• Man’s Impending Judgement: God hates all sin and evil because He is good, righteous
and just. The consequence of sin is death. One day, every single person will die because
every single person has sinned. After you die physically, you will be judged for your sin by
God. To be a righteous judge, He has to judge the sin of mankind. At the great white
throne judgment God will bring every work into judgment, good and bad. Mankind will be
righteously judged for their works and for rejecting Christ, then punished accordingly. All
will be found guilty and must pay the price for their sin.
Hebrews 9:27; Romans 2:8; 5:12; Exodus 34:7; Psalms 5:4-5; Proverbs 6:16-19; Genesis 18:25; Ecclesiastes 12:14;
Revelation 20:12

• Man’s Eternal Damnation: Those who die in their sins will be eternally separated from
God. Those found guilty at the judgement (every person without Jesus) will be cast into
the lake of fire for all eternity, which is called the second death. The Bible describes this
as a place of eternal fire and torment.
Matthew 25:41; Mark 9:48; Luke 16:28; Revelation 14:10-11; 20:14; 21:8

• Man’s Urgent News: God through Jesus is offering “whosoever will” the following: real
hope—a chance to be reconciled to Himself; the forgiveness of sins: past, present and
future; an escape from hell and the lake of fire; the righteousness of Christ on your life—to
give you all of Jesus’ goodness; entrance into His Kingdom where there is no more
crying, no more death, no more mourning, and no more pain—to share in His eternal joy.
Psalm 103:12; Romans 3:22; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:11-22; 1 Thessalonians 5:9; Revelation 21:1-4;

The Exclusivity And Incomparability Of Jesus
• Salvation is only through Jesus’ death and resurrection. The Bible is very clear that Jesus
is the one and only way for any person to be saved. He is the only way for us to have our
sins forgiven and to receive eternal life. There is no other god or person that can pay the
price for our sins. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. No person can come unto God
but by Jesus. There is salvation in no one else, nor is there another name whereby we
must be saved. Only faith in Jesus leads to salvation and everlasting life.
John 3:36; 14:6-7; Mark 16:16; Acts 4:12; Romans 10:9-10

• The superiority and exclusivity of Jesus as the one and only true way means that all other
ways and religions are false. This in itself gives us an urgent mandate to declare the truth
to the whole world who is being deceived from the truth, no matter if it is religion (Islam,
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Hinduism, Buddhism) or secular ideologies (atheism, scientism, relativism). They need
the truth because they are living under a false pretense that will fail them. They may seem
happy or content in their “own way of thinking” but it is just temporary deception because
they have not come to know the One who gives life and gives it abundantly, nor have they
suffered the wrath of an Almighty God.
John 10:7-18

The Obligation Of Responsibility
• The ready harvest: Jesus, the Saviour of the world, illustrated the urgency to reaching
mankind with the gospel to His disciples by using an illustration of “sowing and
harvesting”. He told this disciples: (1) lift up your eyes, and look on the fields—stop what
they were doing and focus your attention on the world around you—on the mankind for
whom Jesus has compassion; (2) they are ready to harvest—their refocused attention
was to prompt them into action—going out to evangelize the lost and bring in souls; (3)
the harvest is plenteous and great—there is a whole world ready to be evangelized.
Sowing and reaping happen simultaneously through God’s servants who labourer
together with God as God alone gives the increase. (4) the labourers are few—there
aren’t enough of God’s people out in the world evangelizing the lost, thus we are to pray
for God to send more laborers into His harvest that urgently needs gathering.
John 4:35; Luke 10:1-2; Matthew 9:36-38; 1 Corinthians 3:5-9

• The warning watchman: A watchman in the Bible was a person who had the responsibility
to “keep watch” so that he could warn of any known danger. If he had knowledge of any
danger or attack that was about to happen to those he was keeping watch over, but didn’t
warn them, then his blood God would require at the watchman’s hand (to be chastened
by God). On the contrary, if he did warn them and they heeded his warning then they
would be delivered, but if they didn’t heed his warning then their blood would be upon
their own heads. In the Old Testament, the prophets often served as the spiritual
watchman unto the house of Israel concerning God’s judgement on them for sin. In the
New Testament all believers are given a new privilege to become part of the royal
priesthood of God who are called to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ and show forth the praises of the God who has called them out of darkness
into His marvelous light and serve as the spiritual watchman of the world—warning
everyman to flee the wrath to come.
Ezekiel 3:17; 33:2-9; Jeremiah 6:17; Hosea 9:8; Colossians 1:28; Acts 20:31; 1 Peter 2:5, 9

• The day of salvation: Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation. God is now
working through Jesus to reconcile the world through Himself. He has given those who
have already been reconciled to Him the “the ministry of reconciliation”—meaning we are
ambassadors for Jesus and God makes His appeal to the world through us. Our
responsibility is to implore the world on behalf of Jesus to be reconciled to God.
2 Corinthians 6:1-2

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is man’s condition, judgement and damnation?
What is the urgent news man needs to hear?
Why does the exclusivity of Jesus mean our message is urgent?
When is the harvest ready? When is the day of salvation?
Are you actively being a warning watchman?
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4. To Whom Should Missions Take Us?
Missions should start in our home, extend to our neighbors, stretch to the other side of the
world and everywhere in between. God’s love for mankind is universal. He sent Jesus to be
the Saviour of the people of the world, and we are sent to preach the gospel to the world.

God’s Universal Love For Mankind
• God hates sin. He will punish unrepentant sinners. The judgement of God is coming. His
wrath abides on them. But why hasn’t it already come? Because God is longsuffering
towards us-ward. He is not willing that “any” should perish, but that “all” should come to
repentance. God is purposefully delaying His final judgment on mankind and enduring
mankind’s continual wickedness because He intentionally desires that the “people of the
world” would come to repentance and not perish. God is love. He loves sinners and it is
His kindness that leads them to repentance. He has no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from their evil way and live.
2 Peter 3:9; Romans 2:3-11; 1 John 4:8-9, 16; Ezekiel 33:10-11; 18:23

• God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners in rebellion against Him, He
sent Jesus to die—to give Himself as a ransom for “all”. Jesus’ death on the cross was
God’s ultimate expression of love towards mankind. Jesus became the propitiation—the
appeasement of God’s wrath—for the sins of the “whole world”. Jesus, by the grace of
God, tasted death for “every man”. God sent Jesus to be the Saviour of “the people of the
world”. Whosoever will can confess that Jesus is the Son of God and be saved. In the
sight of God our Saviour it is good and acceptable to pray for “all men” because He
desires “all men” to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
Romans 5:6-11; 1 John 2:2; 4:14-16; 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:3-6; Hebrews 2:9; John 5:24

Jesus Came As The Savior Of Mankind
• God loved the “people of the world” so much that He sent Jesus into the world so that
“whosever will” could believe on Him and not perish, but have everlasting life. God’s
purpose of sending Jesus was that the “people of the world” through Him might be
saved. He was the Lamb of God or the sacrifice that God sent to die for the sins of
mankind—meaning His sacrifice has the potential to take away the sins of the “people of
the world” without any kind of distinction (nationality, ancestry, language, gender, etc.),
but it is only applied to as many as receive Him—those who believe in His name.
John 1:11-13; 29; 3:16-17

• Jesus’ birth was announced by an angel who declared that Jesus—(who is the Savior,
Christ the Lord)—would bring good tidings of great joy to “all people”. When Simeon saw
Jesus as a child he declared that he was seeing the salvation of God which God had
prepared before the face of “all people” including both the Gentiles and the people of
Israel. John the Baptist declared that “all flesh” will see the salvation of God. The chief
priest and Pharisees were afraid that “all men” would believe on Jesus, then a man
named Caiaphas, being the high priest, prophesied to them that Jesus would not only die
for their nation of Israel but also for those that were “scattered abroad”.
Luke 2:10-14; 2:25-32; 3:3-6; 11:45-52

• Jesus is the true light for “every man”. He is the complete light that has come into the
world so that anyone could understand how to be redeemed to God. He draws “all men”
unto Him by His crucifixion. All other “forms of light” lead to Jesus and whosoever
believes in Him is saved from condemnation, but those who reject Him confirm their state
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of being condemned already. Thus, Jesus is the light of the “people of the world”. He
came not to judge the world, but to save the “people of the world” that whosoever
believes on Jesus should not abide in darkness.
John 1:9; 3:18-21; 8:12; 9:5; 12:32, 46-50

• Jesus is the Saviour of the “people of the world”. Jesus is the “true bread from heaven”
given by God to give life unto the “people of the world”. Jesus prays for His disciples and
all future believers to have the same unity that exists in the Trinity so that the “people of
the world” may believe that Jesus was sent from God.
John 4:42; 6:32-33; 12:47; 17:21

• Jesus teaches His disciples that they are the “salt of the earth” and “the light of the world”
thus they are to let their light so shine before “people,” that they may see their good
works, and glorify their Father in heaven. When someone asked Jesus if there would only
be few that will be saved, Jesus replied by saying that there would be people saved from
the East, the West, the North and the South that will sit down in the kingdom of God—but
there is an urgency because not all will be saved, only those who enter the narrow door.
Jesus predicts the gospel would be preached throughout the “whole world”.
Matthew 5:13-16; Luke 13:29; Mark 14:9

The Commission Sends Us To Mankind
• The Great Commission is the task of the church to be continuously making disciples of
the “people of the world” until Jesus’ return. It says to go: to “all nations”; to “all the
world”; “among all nations”; and to “whose soever”. We can conclude that Jesus is
sending us to make disciples of all people of every nation, country, people group
—“whosoever will”. We have the responsibility to go preach the gospel and send around
the world those willing to witness of Jesus. We are local and global ambassadors for
Jesus—this is the purpose of the church on earth until Jesus returns.
Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:46-49; John 20:19-23; Acts 1:8

• “Nations” which is used twice in two of the great commission passages generally means
a large group of people that are associated with each other based on language, culture,
location or other various common factors. The use of this term in the great commission is
to emphasize that Jesus is sending us to every single person—no matter their language,
culture, location, etc. (This term was not used in the great commission to make ethnolinguistic lists of peoples based on arbitrary criteria so that we can focus on getting a
small percentage of as many diverse kinds of peoples saved or to usher in Jesus’ return.
This is often misleading and can cause us to focus on a small portion of people while
ignoring a large portion of people.) The formula is simple: every person, every place.
• Jesus taught His disciples that when the Holy Spirit would come that He would reprove
the “people of the world” of sin, righteousness and judgment. Then after His resurrection
He told them to wait and be baptized with the Holy Spirit—they would receive power after
the Holy Spirit came upon them to be Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem (Acts 1-7), in all
Judaea and Samaria (Acts 8-12), and unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 13-28).
The rest of the New Testament records the living out of this commission by Holy Spirit
filled believers reaching the people of the world with the gospel.
John 16:8; Acts 1:1-8

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

Does God love mankind?
What did God do to express this?
Jesus came as the Saviour for who?
What does the Gospels teach us about Jesus?
Where does the commission send us?
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5. Why Should We Care About Missions?
We should care about missions because Jesus died and rose again that the people of the
world might be redeemed to God and glorify Him for His mercy. The Holy Spirit is actively
working in the world today through the church to bring this about. This compassion for a
redeeming mission to the people of the world is clearly seen in the being, character, and
actions of the Trinity and culminates in obedience to the great commission.

The Glory Of God Is Our Catalyst
• Man was created for God’s glory. Everything God created was for His glory. The heavens
declare His glory and we also reflect His glory. God is our Creator, the One who gave us
life, so He is worthy of our glory, honor and obedience. God did not create us because He
needed someone to glorify Him or because He was lonely, but because He wanted to
share the joy of His glory with us. Because God is 100% good, we can have a joyful and
loving relationship with Him—which is the chief end of man.
Psalm 19:1; 16:11; Isaiah 43:7; Revelation 4:11

• God magnified His glory to redeem us. Because of Adam’s original sin, all of mankind
was born sinful. Therefore, God sent Jesus to pay the price for the sins of mankind and
offers us the gift of restoration. Because of Jesus we can be restored to our original
purpose of bringing God glory. Therefore, believers desire to serve, worship, and obey
Him. Because of the grace that God has shown toward us through sending His Son
Jesus, all of mankind should repent, believe in Jesus, and start glorifying God to
experience the true joy that is in Him.
1 Corinthians 15:21-22; Romans 5:12-19; 12:1-2; 15:13; John 3:16; 4:23-24; 1 John 5:3; 2 Peter 3:9

• Thus, the ultimate motivation for missions is the glory of God. God is passionate about His
own glory because He is 100% good and the glorification of His glory means everything
is being made right. It means that mankind can enjoy for all eternity the ultimate pleasure
that can be offered—to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. God is saving people
by grace so that no one may boast but that the Lord of hosts will be for “a crown of glory”
and for “a diadem of beauty” for them—to the praise of the glory of His grace.
Romans 1:5; 11:33-36; Isaiah 28:5; Ephesians 1:3-6; 2:8-9; Ezekiel 20:9; Psalm 23:3; 25:11; 79:9; 96:9

The Work Of Jesus Christ Is Our Passion
• Jesus came as a minister to the Jews for the truth of God in order to confirm the promises
made unto the fathers (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) that all the kindreds of the earth will be
blessed—meaning, from the beginning, God was on mission to save “whosoever will”
from their sin and its penalty of death or eternal separation from Him. Jesus came to fulfill
the promise. He was the “Promised Man”. Through a virgin birth God became man in
Jesus. He lived a sinless life. Mankind rejected and crucified Him. He was buried, but
three days later He rose from the dead. He defeated sin, death and evil. He is the way,
the truth, and the life and “whosoever will” can come unto God by faith in Jesus alone.
God through Jesus is offering mercy not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles—all for
the glory of God. The whole of the Bible is focused towards these truths.
Romans 4:13-25; 15:8-12; Acts 3:25-26; John 1:29; 3:16-17; 4:42; 6:33; 7:18; 8:12; 9:5; 12:32, 46; 14:6; 17:4

The Ministry Of The Holy Spirit Is Our Boldness
• Jesus told His disciples that it was good for Him to leave them because He would send
the Holy Spirit to come upon them so they would have power to be witnesses of Him unto
all the world. The Holy Spirit would be their power for ministry. Today, every believer
receives the Holy Spirit upon salvation—He dwells inside all believers all the time. He is
still our power for ministry. He testifies of Jesus. His ministry is to point people to Jesus
and direct worship to Him. He fills believers to boldly proclaim the gospel of Jesus as He
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convicts unbelievers of sin, righteousness and judgment. He causes unbelievers to
repent and be born again. He is the one who washes, sanctifies and justifies in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is in the world and active today.
John 3:4-8; 6:63; 15:26; 16:7-15; Luke 24:46-49; Acts 1:8; 4:8, 31; 9:17; 13:9; 1 Corinthians 2:4-5; 6:11; 12:3, 13

The Compassion Of The Trinity Is Our Motivation
Titus 3:4-7; Jude 20-21; 2 Corinthians 13:14

• The character of God compels us to care about missions. God is love. He is a God full of
compassion. He is gracious, longsuffering, slow to anger, plenteous in mercy and truth
and of great kindness. He is the creator of mankind and the Bible states that He loves
mankind. God's love toward us is a sacrificial love. The love of God is greatly expressed
through Jesus' death on the cross for us. Jesus gave His life for us. When we were still
enemies of God, Jesus died for us. God’s sacrificial love shows us His love is unmerited,
unconditional, all-giving, and amazing. Thus, missions is an outflow of the very being and
character of God—knowing God means to be “on mission”.
Psalm 86:15; Lamentations 3:22-23; John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-21; Romans 5:8; 8:37-39; Jonah 3:10-4:2

• The prayer request of Jesus drives us to our knees to care about missions. Jesus was
moved with compassion because of the multitude. He was concerned about the
misfortune of others—the eternal damnation of mankind for their sins against a Holy God.
He knew He came as the Saviour of the people of the world and there were plenty of lost
people to be saved, but there weren’t enough people sharing the gospel message, thus
He told us to pray and ask God for more laborers. This is the prayer request of Jesus. He
will not command you to pray what He won’t answer. Stop what you are doing and focus
your attention on the world around you—mankind for whom Jesus has compassion;
mankind for who Jesus died—for they are ready to harvest—allow our refocused attention
to turn into prayer and action—going out to evangelize the lost and bringing in souls.
Matthew 9:36-38; John 4:35; Luke 10:1-2

• The Holy Spirit of adoption moves us to care about missions. The world is filled with
"children of disobedience" or "children of wrath," but through the compassionate work of
the Holy Spirit, they can be given power to become the sons of God. If we believe in
Jesus, we become sons of God—no longer enemies. God will adopt us and seal us with
the Holy Spirit of promise—which signifies we are part of His family. He will love us like He
loves Jesus. We will have a close relationship with God. We will get all the privileges of a
son. We will receive abundant and eternal life. Thus, the experience and awareness of the
Holy Spirits work of adoption causes us to set our minds on the things of the Holy Spirit
and to walk according to the Holy Spirit—we engage in the same work through missions.
Romans 8:5, 15-16, 23; Ephesians 1:3-14; 2:2-3; Galatians 4:4-6; 1 John 3:2; John 1:12

• The great commission demands us to care about missions. This is the task of the church
to be continuously making disciples of all nations until Jesus’ return. This is to be carried
out by going to the nations of the world preaching the gospel, baptizing new converts in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching the Word of God to edify the
believers. Thus, our participation in missions is obedience to the triune God.
Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:46-49; John 20:19-23; Acts 1:8

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is our catalyst?
What is our passion?
What is our boldness?
What is our motivation?
Do you care about missions? What are you doing in response?
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6. Who Should Participate In Missions?
It is the privileged obligation of every believer to participate in missions. The church is to
continue the responsibility to be actively making disciples of all nations. We have been
entrusted with the ministry and word of reconciliation. We are ambassadors for Christ.
Some will be “sent out” from the church to preach the gospel of peace so that all the earth
can hear, believe, and call upon the name of the Lord to be saved.

The Privileged Obligation Of Every Believer
• The continuity of the mission—the church was built upon: (1) “Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief corner stone”—representing the first stone put in place to make sure the
foundation is laid right. (2) “the foundation of the apostles and prophets”—men chosen to
have a special office of authority. Therefore, the church and its mission started with Jesus
who was sent by God to be “the light of the world”. When His work was completed
through His miracles, teaching, death, resurrection and His final ascension to heaven, the
church and its mission continued with the apostles who was sent by Jesus to be “the light
of the world”. When their work was completed through the establishment of local
churches and the completion of the word of God, the mission continued with the church
to be “the light of the world”—the church effectively and solely inherited the responsibility
of the great commission—to be God’s witness in the world.
Ephesians 2:19-22; John 9:5; 20:21-23; Matthew 5:14-16

• The entrustment of the mission—as believers, the love of Jesus constrains us—meaning
that it urges or motivates us to action. It means that we should no longer live for ourselves
but live for Jesus who died for us and rose again. The gospel should radically change our
lives. In Jesus, we are made new creatures by God. This means that our old way of life
has passed away and we live life in a new way. Part of this new life is being entrusted with
the message of the mission that changed our lives.
2 Corinthians 5:14-18; Galatians 2:20

- The ministry and word of reconciliation: God was in Christ, reconciling the people of
the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them. Reconciliation means the
act of restoring our relationship with God. God has done all the work necessary
through Jesus to reconcile mankind to Himself. God sent Jesus to suffer the penalty of
His enemies so that they could be made His friends. Everyone who is in Christ has
been declared righteous (justified) and has his relationship restored with his Creator
(reconciled). This restored relationship gives us great joy. As believers—those who
have been reconciled, we have been given (privilege) by God “the ministry of
reconciliation” and He has committed (obligation) to us “the word of reconciliation”.
Thus, it is the responsibility of every believer to proclaim the gospel to the people of
the world.
2 Corinthians 5:18-19; Romans 5:8-11

- Ambassadors for Christ: We are given authority by God to represent Jesus in this
world. God makes His appeals to the world through us. We are to implore the people
of the world on the behalf of Christ to be reconciled to God. We are to declare to the
people of the world that God made Jesus to be sins for us—even though Jesus knew
no sin—so that we might be made the righteousness of God in Jesus. This means the
main occupation of ours lives is to make disciples—teaching others who Jesus is, how
to know Him, and how to serve Him.
2 Corinthians 5:20-21
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The Distinguished Calling Of A Missionary
• Church Authority—sending forth: Now that the church has been entrusted with and bears
the responsibility of the great commission (every member should be involved), it is thus
the sending agency that God works through to send chosen men (evangelist, preachers,
missionaries) to preach the gospel of peace so that all the earth can hear, believe, and
call upon the name of the Lord to be saved.
Romans 10:13-17; Acts15:22; 2 Timothy 4:5

- The succession of the apostle function: Apostle means “sent one”—one who is sent
forth with a specific mission to accomplish under the authority of the sender. Jesus
was the “Apostle”—chosen and sent forth by God on a mission that the people of the
world through Him might be saved. This was a unique calling in that He was the
propitiation for our sins. The twelve disciples and Paul were called “apostles”—chosen
and sent forth by Jesus to carry forth His mission. This was a unique calling in that
they were to testify as eyewitnesses of Jesus. Today, the church sends forth “apostles”
or messengers—those that preach the gospel of peace to all the earth. This was a
unique calling in that they are to do the work of an evangelist and/or teacher.
Hebrews 3:1; Luke 6:13; John 3:17; 17:18-21; Romans 1:1-7; Acts 1:1-8

- Distinguishing the office and the gift: There were two main types of “apostles” in the
New Testament. The twelve disciples and Paul were “apostles of Christ”. They were
confirmed through being eyewitnesses of and chosen by Jesus, as well as, performing
miraculous signs. This was a special “office of authority” that only these men had. The
other type of apostles were “messengers of the churches”. They did not have the
“office of authority” like the other apostles but they were their successors and were
labeled as apostles for being “sent out” of the church as evangelists and teachers.
1 Corinthians 4:6, 9; 2 Corinthians 8:23; 11:13; Philippians 2:25; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2:6; Acts 13:1-3; 14:4, 14

• Missionary Calling—going forth: There are three kinds of missionaries the church should
look for to send forth: (1) “Evangelists”—those who are sent by the church to preach to
unbelievers among the heathen of the world with the message of Jesus. (2) “Teachers”—
those who are sent to teach the new believers with the word of God; establish new local
churches among them; train adequate church leadership. (4) “Evangelists/Teachers”—
those who are gifted and able to fulfill all or a combination of these functions.
Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:5; 21:8; 1 Thessalonians 3:2-3; 1 Corinthians 3:5-9; 2 Timothy 2:2; 4:5

- Chosen men are given the “gift of evangelist/teacher/pastor“ which is often referred to
as Jesus "calling" that man to be a full-time vocational missionary. The call of a
missionary then is not God orally telling you what to do, but it is acknowledging and
submitting to the gifts that He has enabled you with.
Ephesians 2:10; 4:7-8, 11; 1 Peter 2:9; 1 Corinthians 12:11

- Thus, certain men will have an inclination to give their life to God for full-time

missionary service. But how can they know for sure? They can recognize "the call"
through the following steps: Desire—Is there an inner compulsion that is leading you to
consider being a missionary? Ability—Do you have leadership skills, the ability to
communicate the gospel, and a compassionate heart to reach the lost around the
world? Lifestyle—Do you meet the qualifications and are you living a life that other
believers can follow in regard to character, marriage, family, conduct and ability?
Confirmation—Do other believers in the church speak well of you concerning your
ministry abilities and lifestyle?
Philippians 2:13; 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9; 1 Peter 1:15-16; Acts 16:1-2

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is the continuity of the mission?
Who is the mission entrusted to?
What was given the ministry and word of reconciliation as ambassadors for Christ?
What is church’s function to send forth?
What is a missionary calling?
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7. What Is The Authority Of Missions?
The authority of missions is rooted in the God of the Bible and thus in the Bible itself. We go
forth knowing “thus saith the Lord”. God sent Jesus, Jesus sent the apostles and thus the
church. The church in Jesus’ authority continues the mission in the world until He returns.

The Authority Of Missions Is The Bible Of The Mission
• The Authority of the Bible: The Bible is sufficient for us to know God’s will and it is the only
way for us to be certain about God’s will. The words of the Bible are the words of God and
there is no greater authority than God Himself. Since all the words of the Bible are the
words of God, a believer who does not obey the Bible is saying that he does not want to
obey God; but to obey the Bible is to obey God. Therefore, there are no dreams, visions,
offices or positions of ministry, or anything else that has higher authority than the Bible.
2 Timothy 3:16; 1 Corinthians 14:37

• The Authority of the Bible and the “Apostles of Christ”: The apostles of Christ were
uniquely sent out by Jesus to lay the foundation of the church among the peoples of the
world and to be witnesses of Jesus. They spoke with the authority of God and had direct
revelation from God as the New Testament was not written yet. But even they were held
accountable to the Old Testament—what they proclaimed was examined against the
Scriptures that were already revealed to see whether or not they were truly proclaiming
the word of God. The completion of the Bible and the cessation of the office of the
apostles of Christ means the ultimate and final authority is the Bible itself. Therefore, the
authenticity of anyone who participates in missions and their right to be an ambassador
for Christ is only legitimate and authoritative if it is in submission to God’s revealed will in
the Bible.
Acts 17:10-11; Galatians 1:8-9

The Exercise Of Authority To Go And Send Forth
• In Jesus’ Power: After Jesus died and rose from the dead, He appeared to the disciples
and told them that all power was given to Him. Jesus was claiming absolute, sovereign
authority which would be the basis for the command that He would give them. Therefore,
it is in the name of Jesus alone that the apostles and all believers fulfill the great
commission. As they fulfilled this command, Jesus told His disciples that He would be
with them always. We not only obey this command in the name of Jesus but He also goes
with us. We do not go on our own, but we know that He is with us. Therefore, the One who
has all authority in heaven and earth sends us forth, and He also has promised to be with
us through the entire process until the end of the world.
Matthew 28:18-20; John 20:19-23

• In Jesus’ Name: Two of the apostles of Christ, Peter and John, went up together into the
temple. Peter healed a man lame from his mother’s womb in the name of Jesus Christ. All
the people saw him walking and praising God. Then the healed man held them and they
took this opportunity to teach all the people and they preached through Jesus the
resurrection from the dead—that even though the “men of Israel" had killed Jesus, God
raised Him from the dead, thus they were to repent and be converted. The Jewish leaders
(the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees) seized Peter and John and
asked them a very important question: “By what power, or by what name, have ye done
this?”—They wanted to know what kind of supernatural power they had or by what name
or authority they had to heal this man. Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, told them very
clearly that His authority was “by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” and He continued
to tell them that “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
Acts 3:11, 25; 4:1-12
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• Ordination: As the mission was being carried out, we find the following: the apostles
ordained men for ministry; Paul (an apostle of Christ) and Barnabas (a missionary) were
ordained by the church that was at Antioch; Paul and Barnabas ordained elders in all the
churches in Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch; Timothy was ordained by the presbytery
(church leadership). Ordination and its symbol of “the laying on of the hands” to express
the exercising authority for approving of men for ministry and delegation authority to them
is a pattern that can be carefully and humbly applied to the advancement of missions.
Acts 6:2-7; 13:3; 14:21-23; 1 Timothy 4:14; 5:22; 2 Timothy 1:6

- The Authority Continuum: the church and its mission started with Jesus who was sent
by God. When His work was completed, the church and its mission continued with the
apostles who was sent by Jesus. When their work was completed through the
establishment of the church and the completion of the word of God, the mission
continued with the church—the church effectively and solely inherited the
responsibility of the great commission. Thus, with its inherited authority and pattern of
the New Testament the local church has the right to exercise authority to ordain
missionaries and send them out. Thus, the missionaries go forth in this authority and
extends that authority when he and the newly formed church ordains the new local
church leadership.
Ephesians 2:19-22; John 9:5; 20:21-23; Matthew 5:14-16

- Ordination’s Purpose: This seems to have three main functions: (1) The Bible places
the emphasis on the New Testament church and that God carries out its mission
collectively and not individually. (2) The church and its leadership recognize the
spiritual gifts and qualifications on a man’s life for ministry. This includes those who
seek to go out from the church as missionaries to serve in a foreign land. (3) The one
who receives the “laying on of the hands” is establishing his personal call to ministry
through the confirmation of other believers in the church who speak well of him
concerning his ministry abilities and lifestyle. Therefore, concerning missions, this is
the church collectively approving of a man to be sent forth as a missionary on its
behalf.

The Application Of The Authority Of Missions
• Each local church has the right and responsibility to participate in missions—for this is the
reason they exists. They can confidently and boldly fulfill their purpose. They should be
actively going forth in their local area and at the same time reaching beyond to the people
of the world by sending forth qualified men in obedience to the great commission. This
should also created a healthy partnership between missionaries and churches
Acts 13:49; 19:10, 20; Philippians 1:5-7

• Every believer has the right and responsibility to participate in missions through
proclaiming that Jesus is the one and only way for a person to be saved. We can
confidently and boldly proclaim to any people group, any nation, any religious group or
minority that their gods and idols are all vanity. It is imperative that we preach to mankind
that God commands them to turn from their vanities unto the living God, which made
heaven, earth, the sea, and all things that are therein.
John 14:6; Isaiah 44:9-19; Acts 14:8-18; 19:26; Psalm 96:4; 1 Chronicles 16:25

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is the authority of the Bible?
We go forth in the Name of who?
How does the church choose men for ministry? What is its symbol?
What are the three main functions of the above method?
What is the application of the authority of missions?
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8. What Is Going And Sending In Missions?
Going and sending represent the partnership between a church and a missionary. Every
believer has a part to fulfill in missions, whether it is a missionary who leaves his local
church to carry the gospel to a foreign land or a member of a local church who actively
participates in sending forth missionaries. We are to be faithful to our calling.

Distinguishing Senders And Goers
• The church effectively and solely inherited the responsibility of the great commission. This
is the task of the church to be continuously making disciples of all nations until Jesus’
return. This is to be carried out by going to the nations of the world preaching the gospel,
baptizing new converts in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching the
Word of God to edify the believers. Thus, every believer should be concerned about all
the people of the world hearing the gospel and be involved in this world-wide venture so
that all the earth may hear, believe, and call upon the name of Jesus to be saved.
Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:46-49; John 20:19-23; Acts 1:8

• The Bible is clear that anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved. How will
they call on Him if they have not believed? How will they believe if they have never heard
of Jesus? How can they hear if there is no preacher, and how can they preach unless they
are sent? Therefore, there are two main types of callings when referring to missions: goers
and senders. In general, all believers have the responsibility to go preach the gospel and
send around the world those willing to witness of Jesus, but specifically we have different
roles and lifestyles. Goers and senders represent two different lifestyles but the one and
the same mission. They are interconnected and dependent on each other.
Romans 10:13-15

- Goers (itinerant): A “goer” is a missionary who leaves his local church and goes forth
to be a witness among the heathen of the world. This means that certain believers will
be called to forsake their traditional occupation, neighborhood, and family to take the
gospel to another land. This often requires the financial backing of the church.

- Senders (settled): A “sender” is a member of a local church who actively participates
in sending forth missionaries to be witnesses among the heathen of the world. They
aren’t called to forsake their traditional occupation, neighborhood, and family to take
the gospel to another land, but instead to work hard and honestly to provide for their
families and use their money, possessions, time and talents to further the mission.
Every believer should be involved in sending missionaries to other lands that they
themselves cannot go to and choose to strategically live their lives so that you are not
only shining a light at home but around the world.

Missionary Partnerships: Fellowship In The Gospel
• Paul thanked God in prayer because of the church at Philippi’s ongoing “fellowship in the
gospel”. This church purposefully partnered with Paul. Paul had more than one
partnership like this. He was in partnership with local churches. The partnership had
several factors that serve as a good example for us today: (1) Relational—they had a
deep concern for and relationship with Paul. This is genuine care, interest and
involvement in each others lives. (2) Refreshing—the partnership was a joy, one that
greatly encouraged Paul and he enjoyed when He could be with them. (3) Financial—they
even took it upon themselves to financially support and help Paul. Paul even looked
forward to their help as it enable him to serve others. (4) Prayerful—they knew what was
going on with each other and often prayed for each other. (5) Service—they would serve
each other and partake of the same things, including: evangelism, encouragement during
times of imprisonment, or sending co-labourers to help serve.
Philippians 1:3-8, 14; 2:25; 4:14-20; Romans 15:24; 30-33; Ephesians 6:18-20; Colossians 4:24; 2 Corinthians 11:8
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The Financial Support Of The Mission
• Believers are stewards and pilgrims. As stewards, we recognize that God is the sovereign
owner of everything, including all of our earthy money and possessions—and we are to
faithfully manage that which He has put into our care. As pilgrims, we recognize that our
citizenship is in heaven—God’s kingdom is where our loyalties lie. Therefore, this world is
not our home but we are just passing through. But while we are journeying through this
world desiring a better country, we are on mission to reach the people of the world with
the gospel of Jesus—that “whosoever will” might be saved.
Deuteronomy 8:18; 1 Samuel 2:7; John 18:36; Hebrews 11:13-16; Philippians 3:17-21

• Believers are to work and give. The biblical method to obtain money is work. God has
designed mankind to work in order to provide a living for themselves and their families.
But also we obtain money and gain treasure on earth to invest in heaven. As believers, we
are not to lay up for ourselves treasures upon earth because they have no lasting value
(moth and rust doth corrupt; thieves break in and steal). Instead, we are to lay up for
ourselves treasures in heaven because they have lasting value (neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt; thieves do not break in nor steal). Therefore, true wealth is found not in our
treasure (money and possessions) here on earth but in treasure in heaven (rewards from
God). God has an unlimited number of treasure to give to those who invest in heaven
through using their wealth (money and possessions) to serve God and others.
Matthew 6:19-20; Luke 12:33; Mark 10:21; 1 Timothy 5:8; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

• Believers are to give to missions. Full-time ministers of the gospel should earn their living
(or have the right to be financially supported) by this “gospel-work” alone. This can be
accomplished through local churches supporting missionaries. This is also one of the
ways all believers can be involved in missions. The New Testament paradigm for giving,
generous grace giving, applies for this type of giving. Its principles are as follows:
complementary—a balance between the spiritual and material workings within the
church; proportional—the amount given is “within” our financial ability and “sacrificially
beyond”; regular—a pattern to follow so that we can excel in our giving; cheerful—a joy
because it is a privilege and not an obligation; honest—the process of dealing with
money that is given through the church and/or to missionaries needs to be done in a way
that is accountable so there would be no reason for criticism.
2 Corinthians 8:1-3; 8-24; 9:1-15; 1 Corinthians 9:14; 16:2-4

• Believers are blessed by giving to missions. There are two main blessings we can partake
in from giving to missions: (1) for with the measure we give, in the same way it will be
measured back to us again or we will reap what we sow—meaning that God will supply
all our needs as we are obedient to Him; (2) fruit will abound to our accounts—meaning
as we use our money and possessions to support God’s work in this world we are laying
up for ourselves treasure in heaven. For example, if you support a missionary and
someone gets saved through his ministry, then you partake in that fruit too.
Proverbs 19:17; Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 9:6; Philippians 4:17-19; Matthew 6:19-21

• Believers make missions giving a priority because the mission is a priority. We see the
need of the world to receive the gospel. We willingly desire to take part. We wisely make
giving a financial priority. We strategically plan with our local church so we can do more
together. We work hard and give as God prospers us—first taking a portion of our money
and giving it or laying it aside so that it can be given when needed. We continue to
faithfully give and support the work of missionaries who go on our behalf.
1 Corinthians 9:7; 16:2; 1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Timothy 2:1-7

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

Whose responsibility is the great commission?
What is a goer?
What is a sender?
What does a missionary partnership look like?
How do we financially support the mission?
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9. What Is The Ambition Of Missions?
The ambition of missions is a tension between our zeal for the evangelization of the
unreached and our devotion for the edification of the saints. We cannot abandon one for the
other, but we are to passionately advance forward in both aspects as one mission.

A Zeal For The Evangelization Of The Unreached
• Paul’s Aspiration: Paul had a predominant aspiration, desire, ambition, or passion to
preach the gospel where Jesus was “not named”—places where the majority of the
people had never been told or heard about Jesus. Paul was not asking where is the
gospel essential—for it is essential everywhere, but he is asking where is the gospel
pressing because they don’t have access to it. We can draw several applications from
Paul’s aspiration:
Romans 15:18-25; Acts 26:13-21

- Paul’s desire was rooted in the Bible—both the Old and New Testament. Paul’s calling
to salvation, discipleship, and ministry are all recorded in the New Testament, but he
quotes the Old Testament for his passion to reach the unreached. We know that from
the beginning God promised to save “whosoever will” through sending Jesus as the
Saviour of the World and in the end He will accomplish His mission by saving people
from every kindred, tongue, people and nation. The Bible should be the source of our
aspirations—especially to be on mission to save sinful mankind for God’s glory.
Romans 15:21; Acts 26:22-23; Isaiah 52:15

- Paul comprehends the problem and the solution. We are to reach the people of the
world who had never heard of Jesus before because they are condemned already and
without excuse. The only hope for any person to be reconciled to God is through
believing in Jesus and confessing His name. God’s love for the people of the world
and their “inescapable condemnation through their own means” should compel us to
unashamedly preach the gospel of Christ. Paul was convinced that the gospel of
Jesus is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believes. Do you
comprehend man’s hopeless condition, impending judgment, and eternal damnation?
Are you convinced the gospel is man’s only hope?
Romans 1:16-23; John 3:18

- Paul sacrificed his relationships. Paul wanted to be at Rome, but instead he was
spending his time away from them so that the people from Jerusalem and round about
unto Illyricum could receive the gospel of Jesus. He longed to go see them for many
years, but he never did because of his aspiration to see the unreached evangelized.
Are we willing to sacrifice time that we want to spend with people that we hold dear to
us for the sake of the gospel?—No doubt this is a sacrifice that must be made for
everyone who “goes to the nations”.
Romans 15:22

- Paul’s ministered by word and deed. Paul knew that he had to declare the good news
of Jesus. He knew he had to clearly articulate the gospel so that they could
understand. He also knew those words had to be matched with his actions. His
lifestyle had to match the message he proclaimed. For Paul, this also included mighty
signs and wonders—(note: this was never to be a part of normal life in the lives of
God’s people, but God used them at special times, such as this). Paul could only live
this kind of life by the power of the Holy Spirit of God. Today, we need men and women
who live Holy Spirit-filled lives to reach the lost through their words and deeds.
Romans 15:18-19
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- Paul works hard but God gives the increase. We are labourers together with God. Paul
was pioneering the gospel in new regions that didn't know Jesus’ name and he
accomplished that mission, thus his pioneering work was no longer needed there. He
evangelized the heathen in those areas and planted churches that would carry forth
the responsibility to do the work of evangelism in their local areas. Thus, he didn’t
reach every person himself, but he left a church to witness in every area that he was.
This exemplifies that not everyone will have the same roles in fulfilling the great
commission. We need people who like Paul will pioneer the gospel in places where
they don’t know Jesus’ name. We need churches started in those areas and pastors
trained to continue the work of evangelism in their local area and beyond. We have to
work together, some planting, some watering, and God giving all the increase.
Romans 15:18-19; 23-24; 2 Timothy 4:5; 1 Corinthians 3:2-9

• Paul’s Invitation: Paul encouraged others to follow his example as he followed Jesus.
Jesus came as the Saviour of the people of the world. Do we have a passion to see the
unreached evangelized? Do you have a passion that those who have never been told or
heard will see and understand? The church was to follow Paul, thus all believers should
have a principal passion to make Jesus known where He is not known.
Philippians 3:17-21; 1 Corinthians 11:1; 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 1:6; 1 John 4:14

• Our Shame: Some people still do not have the knowledge of God and this is our shame.
God is not willing that any should perish but that all come to repentance. Will we obey the
great commission and make disciples of all nations? How many people have heard the
gospel at least once where you live? Who will go? Who will send? It is our responsibility.
1 Corinthians 15:34; 2 Peter 3:9

A Devotion For The Edification Of The Saints
• Paul was driven by his desire to reach the unreached but he also laboured to present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus. This would be accomplished through establishing local
churches—groups of believers who consistently meet together obeying what the Bible
has taught about the purpose and work of a church. Paul strived for these churches to be
healthy (teach the Bible correctly and obey it; to have proper leadership; practices
church discipline when necessary; to be unified; to do things decently and in order; to
understand and exercises spiritual gifts properly) so that they could produce active and
healthy members that become more like Jesus with each passing day. Thus, our zeal for
reaching the unreached cannot be separated from our devotion for the edification of the
saints—for the very nature of making disciples and teaching them all that Christ taught
implies and requires the formation and continuation of active, healthy local churches.
Colossians 1:28-29; Ephesians 3:9; 4:12-16

• Paul was concerned with continual instruction—meaning that even after a church had
been establish and the disciples are trained he still provided avenues to edify the
believers. This is exemplified by him when he would: (1) return to some of the churches
he started to help them; (2) send his disciples to give them assistance; (3) write much
needed letters to them when necessary.
Acts 18:18-23; 2 Corinthians 8:16-18; Examples of letters: Romans 1:1-7; 1 Timothy 1:1-2; Titus 1:1-4

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What was Paul’s aspiration?
Paul’s aspiration was rooted in what?
What is our shame?
What is the tension between evangelization and edification?
Why was Paul concerned with continual instruction?
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10. How Do We Live For Missions?
We live for missions by: living to be a servant for the kingdom of God—using our
momentary lives to answer God’s call to salvation, discipleship, and to be a witness; living
to be a catalyst for the nations—going to stand between the dead and the living and with a
burden for the world interceding for them by prayer; living to be a missionary for the
salvation of mankind—we purpose our lives to be “on mission” and are desirous to go.

Live To Be A Servant For The Kingdom Of God
• The Uncertainty of Life: one life—once chance; life is short—very short. Our lives are like
a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Therefore, we only have this
life to faithfully use and invest our time, treasure, and talent into the kingdom of God. We
need the Lord to make us know our end, to know the measure of our days, to know how
frail and fleeting our lives are. The length of our days is out of our control—we can only
choose what we are going to do today.
James 4:14; Psalms 39:4-5

- We only have one momentary life to believe in Jesus. Thus, awake—all who are
sleeping, all who are dead in their trespasses and sins, all who are living according to
the lusts of their flesh and fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. Wake up
and understand the incredible opportunity that God is offering to you—to raise you
from the dead. God is rich in mercy, He loves us with His great love and He is offering
to make us alive together with Jesus by grace. Jesus is the light to show us the way to
God. God is willing to forgive all our trespasses. He will blot out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us. He nailed all our sin to the cross and triumphs through
His resurrection. Repent and but your faith in Jesus alone for salvation.
Ephesians 2:1-10; 5:13-14; Colossians 2:13-15

- We only have one momentary life to live for Jesus. Thus, we are to pay attention to the
away that we live. We have been redeemed and we live for God now. We are disciples
of Jesus and our behavior should be in line with that. Let us cast off our foolish and
unwise ways and live as those who know and understand what the will of Jesus is.
Jesus calls His disciples to follow Him and commands them to make disciples of all
nations. Therefore, let us redeem the time—meaning let us make the best use of the
time that we have to live for God. Jesus gave Himself to be a ransom for all. God our
Saviour desires all people to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
Ephesians 5:15-17; 1 Timothy 2:3-4; Matthew 4:19-22; 6:33-34; 28:16-20; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

- We only have one momentary life to be a witness of Jesus. When Jesus was on earth
he had one life (while it is day) to serve God and be the light of the world. When His
work was completed He called His disciples to be the light of the world—meaning that
all followers of Jesus are to be His witness in the world. Every believer should be
involved trying to reach every person. We need all believers to reach all nations.
John 9:5; 20:21-23; Acts 1:8; Matthew 5:14-16

Live To Be A Catalyst For The Nations
• Go stand between the dead and the living—will we live for ourselves or will be like Aaron
who took a censer with fire from the altar, ran into the midst of the congregation, put on
incense, and made an atonement for the people so that the plague was stayed. He stood
between the dead and the living—those who already died from the plague and those who
were about to be affected by it. In a similar manner, we have been called to do the same
thing. We are to take the gospel of Jesus, run into the midst of the people of the world,
declare that Jesus has already died to make atonement for the people and He has
resurrected from the dead—by faith in Him the plague of sin can be held back, you don’t
have to perish into eternal damnation like so many before you who have already died in
their sins. You have the opportunity to choose life. We stand between life and death with
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the gospel. All around the world they are dying and being eternally separated from God
by the plague of sin and they need someone to run in their midst with the gospel to stop
the plague from claiming more lives.
Numbers 16:46-48

- Go to a creative access country. They might not welcome missionaries but we have an
Old Testament example of God telling His prophet to go into a land with a hostile
government. He gave him a specific duty to do (sacrifice) for his protection against the
government (undercover) in order to carry out his ultimate mission (anointing).
1 Samuel 16:2-3

- Go where they forbid the gospel to be preached. Human government shouldn’t make
laws that precede God’s commands. They will create such laws and enforce them but
the believer’s first and foremost authority is God and obedience to His commands. This
should precede all human laws which would mean these laws are invalid. So the
choice is left to the believer whether to obey God and suffer persecution because of it.
Acts 5:27-29

- Go even if they will persecute you or reject the gospel. The gospel was first preached

to the Jews, but many rejected and the focus was turned to the gentiles—(any person
from any people group that wasn’t Jewish). Jesus just told the disciples that they are
going to be in a hostile environment (sheep among wolves). Thus, persecution and
rejection was to be expected. They were to follow the principle of being “wise as
serpents and harmless as doves”—meaning they are aware and judging the situation,
wisely knowing when it is time to flee or move on to the next city; they enter hostile
environments without being hostile; but they always unceasingly preach the gospel.
Matthew 10:16-23; Acts 13:46-52; 14:19-22; 18:6-11; 20:26; Romans 1:13-16

• Pray to God for the people of the world to be saved—Paul had such a great heaviness
and continual sorrow in his heart that he wished that he was accursed from Christ so that
the Jews could be saved. His heart’s desire and prayer to God was that they might be
saved. There are people groups around the world that are just like the Jews that Paul was
praying for—they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. They are ignorant
of God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own righteousness. Let’s have a
burden for the people of the world who don’t know God and make it a matter of prayer.
Romans 9:1-3; 10:1-3; Matthew 9:36-38

Live To Be A Missionary For The Salvation Of All Mankind
• A missionary is one who lives “on mission” and our mission is that all mankind may be
saved. Paul exemplified this by not seeking his own profit, but the profit of many—he
made himself all things to all men, that he might by all means save some. His desire was
to limit his freedom and not offend people with the things that are indifferent to scripture in
order to convert people of any group to faith in Jesus. We are to join with Paul in doing
this all for the gospel’s sake, that we may share with them in its blessings.
1 Corinthians 4:14-17; 7:29-31; 9:19-23; 10:31-11:1

• The majority of the world’s population lives outside of your country, thus we need men to
surrender to be foreign missionaries. We need men who like Isaiah, when he heard the
voice of the Lord calling to send someone forth that he through a humble heart
volunteered to go. He was sent to go and tell a certain people a message on the behalf of
God. Who will go and tell the people of the world the message of God’s love on the behalf
of Jesus. In one aspect it is God who calls and qualifies a man for service and on the
other hand it is us volunteering our lives to take part in His mission. Who will go?
Isaiah 6:8-9

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

We only have one momentary life to do what?
What does it mean to go stand between the dead and the living?
Should closed countries, human laws, persecution, or rejection keep us from going?
What should one of our prayer request be that can be used as a catalyst?
Will you live to be a missionary for the salvation of all mankind?
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Christian Discipleship
Discipling In The Faith
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Christian Discipleship
Discipling In The Faith
About These Lessons
Discipleship is the strategy for the task of the church that Jesus Himself not only
exemplified but commanded us to do to fulfill the great commission. Discipleship is more
than a “ministry” of the church, but it is the entire plan. Jesus modeled the entire framework
of discipleship for us, thus we need to follow in His footsteps. This will not only help us
reach unbelievers with the message of Jesus, but also teach believers with the word of
God. In these lessons, we want to help you understand what these truths are so that you
can start consistently producing maturing and sanctifying disciples of Jesus.

Lessons 11-20
This set of ten lessons is designed to help you actively get involved in training disciples.
These lessons are what we consider to be the basic understanding of Christian
discipleship. These lessons will hopefully help inspire you to not only “receive training” but
also to start “training others” to be disciples of Jesus. These lessons include:
11. What Is The Biblical Framework For Discipleship? (The Foundation Of Discipleship)
12. What Should Define Discipleship? (The Purpose Of Discipleship)
13. What Is The Leadership Potential Of Discipleship? (The Potential Of Discipleship)
14. What Is A Discipleship Relationship Like? (The Relationship Of Discipleship)
15. What Is A Disciple-Making Disciple Like? (The Disciple Of Discipleship)
16. Who Are The Equippers Of Discipleship? (The Leaders Of Discipleship)
17. How Do Discipleship Relationships Start? (The Invitation Of Discipleship)
18. How Are Disciples Trained In The Lord? (The Training Of Discipleship)
19. How Is An Environment Of Discipleship Created? (The Culture Of Discipleship)
20. How Do We Live For Discipleship? (The Disciplines Of Discipleship)

Structure Of The Lessons
Each lesson has a main truth, a simple outline that supports it, Bible references under many
of the points, and review questions at the end. These lessons are best used when a mature
believer is able to guide you through them, studying one lesson per session.
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11. What Is The Biblical Framework For Discipleship?
The Biblical framework for discipleship starts with the foundation of understanding that God
wants the world evangelized and disciples made from every nation. This responsibility was
given to the local church whose main task is to make disciples of all nations, who in turn,
will make disciples—until the end of the age. Jesus modeled the framework of what
discipleship looks like and how we are to invest our lives into training other disciples.

The Foundation Of Discipleship Is World Evangelism
• World evangelism is the bedrock of discipleship. From the beginning, God promised to
save “whosoever will” through sending Jesus as the Saviour of the World and in the end
He will accomplish His mission by saving people from every kindred, tongue, people and
nation. Thus, this is the single pulse of world evangelism: to actively pursue the lost world
so that they are brought into a reconciled relationship with their Creator; and hereafter live
to mature “in Christ” so that they can glorify God and enjoy Him forever through the
gospel of Jesus. This has two main focuses:
2 Corinthians 5:11-21; Psalm 16:11; 145:1-3; Acts 2:28

- Reaching unbelievers with the message of Jesus—reaching is the idea of holding out,
establishing communication and successfully influencing unbelievers with the gospel
message of Jesus; it is the idea of stretching past boundaries and going forth with the
gospel message of Jesus; it is the idea of successfully contextualizing and convincing
(through the work of the Holy Spirit) unbelievers with message of Jesus (a person
hears the gospel and believes).
Matthew 28:19

- Teaching believers with the word of God—teaching is the idea of instructing new
believers in the Word of God so that they will obtain the necessary knowledge and
skills to be a faithful disciple of Jesus; it is the idea of educating and training disciples
for the ministry so that they fulfill the biblical requirements and are proficient to carry
out their own ministerial roles; it is the idea of church planting; it is the idea of continual
instruction.
Matthew 28:20

• The responsibility of “world evangelism” (and thus discipleship) has effectively and solely
been inherited by the local church. Thus, the core purpose or focus of each local church
is to evangelize the world. Members of each local church should collectively be using
their time, talents and treasures to accomplish this task.
Mark 16:15-20; Luke 24:45-53

Jesus Modeled The Framework Of What He Commanded Us To Do
• Discipleship: From the beginning of Jesus’ ministry we see Him training disciples and at
the end of His ministry He commands His disciples to “teach all nations,” which literally
means to “make disciples of all nations.” Basically, He was looking at them and telling
them to do the same thing that He had just done with them. This was to be a repeated
process—meaning disciples train other disciples who train other disciples and so on.
Thus, this is the single plan of world evangelism: to train up maturing disciples of Jesus
who train up other maturing disciples of Jesus.
Matthew 4:19; 28:16-20
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• Jesus modeled exactly how this was to work within the local church because the local
church started with Jesus and His disciples (and it was established when they received
and were filled by the Holy Spirit). Jesus’ relationship with His disciples becomes the
pattern for ministry and the plan for fulfilling the great commission.
John 20:20-23; Ephesians 2:19-22; Acts 1:8; 2:4, 42-47

Key Components Of The Discipleship Framework
• Discipleship is training. Disciples are people who willingly take on the roles of “students,
trainees, or followers” so that they can believe and follow the teachings of their “teacher,
trainer, or leader”. Discipleship is investing your life into other disciples. The Bible is the
tool we use to disciple because it is truth that is profitable for teaching doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for training or instruction in righteousness, so that all God’s people
may be perfect or complete, throughly furnished or equipped for every good work.
Example: Jesus was the trainer and the twelve men were the trainees and He faithfully
committed to them the Words of the Father.
2 Timothy 3:16-17; John 7:16; 8:31-32; 12:49-50; 15:3; 17:17-19

• Discipleship is relational. It is a training, instructional and teaching relationship, but it is
also an intimate relationship—like that of close friends but with the purpose of helping
others become more like Jesus. Thus, this training includes learning from spending time
with the trainer and learning directly from their lives. This is called life-on-life training. The
trainer and the trainee live life together and use every opportunity as a training moment.
Example: Jesus called the disciples to “be with Him” and He called them “friends” and
not “servants or slaves”—showing the closeness of such a relationship.
Mark 3:13-15; John 15:15; (It is a “way of life”—similar to the responsibilities of parents in Deuteronomy 6:5-9.)

• Discipleship is multiplication. After Jesus trained His disciples, they received the Holy
Spirit, they started working out the great commission, and the church experienced
explosive growth. What were they doing? They were doing what they were trained to do:
training disciples through reaching unbelievers with the message of Jesus and teaching
believers with the word of God. These “new disciples” would reach and teach others and
the number of disciples multiplied. This was accomplish by training disciples who trained
other disciples and so on—through the power of the Holy Spirit. Example: Jesus investing
His life into His disciples had much greater results than if He would have only witnessed
to one person every day for the three years of His ministry. Here is an example scenario to
help us understand how this works: If there was a new convert everyday for 12 years
there would be 4,380 total converts. But if Jesus’ eleven disciples each trained eleven
disciples every three years and then their disciples each trained eleven disciples every
three years, etc, in a period of 12 years there would be 161,051 disciples.
Acts 2:41, 47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 13:49; 16:5; 19:20

• Discipleship is reproduction. The secret of discipleship is the “spiritual continuum
factor”—meaning that each disciple is to always reach and teach others who in return will
be able to reach and teach others also. Thus, we are to train our disciples, but there is a
time that we are to release them to go out and reproduce themselves—like a child who
eventually becomes a parent, a training disciple becomes a trainer of disciples. Example:
Timothy was to take what he learned from Paul and commit it to faithful men, who would
be able to teach others also.
2 Timothy 2:2

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is the foundation of discipleship?
Who has the responsibility of world evangelism?
What is the single plan of world evangelism?
How did Jesus model the framework of discipleship?
What are some components of discipleship?
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12. What Should Define Discipleship?
Discipleship is defined as a life-on-life process where disciples of Jesus spread the gospel
to unbelievers who, Lord willing, put their faith in and start following Jesus, thus become
disciples themselves. Next they help those new believers to mature as disciples—meaning
to help them grow in their identity, behavior and ministry. Subsequently, they start training
other disciples with the goal to be consistently producing maturing disciples of Jesus in all
nations, at all times, all for the glory of God.

Defining What A Genuine Disciple Is Like
• What is a disciple? A genuine disciple is a person who responds to Jesus’ call to believe
in and follow Him as Lord and Saviour. Jesus makes those who follow Him into fishers of
men—meaning people that make disciples of all nations.
Matthew 4:19-22; (28:18-20); Mark 1:14-20; Romans 1:16

- First, you need to become a disciple—to call upon the name of the Lord to be saved.
This means that you know who Jesus is, you believe what He did for you (death and
resurrection) and you are willing to trust and follow Him.
Romans 10:9-10, 13

- Second, you need to grow as a disciple—continual growth in your life as you become
ambassadors for Christ and are being conformed to His image. This means you will
start living for Jesus and having certain characteristics, such as: loving one another;
walking in obedience; knowing truth; bringing forth fruit; and discipling others.
John 15:12-17; (Fruits: Romans 1:13-15; Galatians 5:22-23; Philippians 1:11; Hebrews 13:15;)

• Are you a Christian spectator or a disciple? What is the difference? Disciples consider
and choose to follow Jesus; they discover and believe Jesus is the greatest treasure; they
renounce their lives and submit to Jesus as Lord; they realize that even though salvation
is completely free, living the Christian life may cost them everything.
Luke 14:28-33; Matthew 10:34-37; 13:44-46; 16:24-26

Defining The Growth Stages Of Discipleship
• Discipleship Development: After salvation, a disciple should start to mature in Christ and
live out that maturity. The following is a process or method that identifies four specific
stages that guide believers as they desire to follow Jesus, obey His Word and submit to
His will.

- Stage 1: Identity—who I am—(Focus: Position in Jesus; Action: Believing). “Identity” is
referring to your position in Jesus. Through believing the preaching of the cross you
have been gloriously placed in Christ. Thus, this level starts at salvation, but its
continued growth is accomplished through learning, understanding and believing the
Biblical and positional truths about who you are “in Christ” and firmly standing by faith
on those truths and on the promises of God.
John 1:12; 10:28-29; 1 Corinthians 1:18; Ephesians 1:13-14; 2:4-7; Colossians 3:1-4; 1 Peter 2:1-10; 2 Peter 1:1-4

- Stage 2: Behavior—what I do—(Focus: Personal Growth; Action: Obeying). “Behavior”
is referring to personal growth in your attitudes and actions. Through salvation you
have been given a new opportunity to live a transformed life for Jesus that is pleasing
to Him. Growth in this level is accomplished through obedience to God’s Word that
produces inward changes (the way we think and feel) and leads to outward changes
(the way we act and behave), with the goal to completely change our character—our
mental and moral qualities—to become like Jesus.
Psalm 15:1-5; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12; Titus 2:7-8; 2 Peter 1:5-11; 1 John 3:18
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- Stage 3: Ministry—how I serve—(Focus: Practical Service; Action: Serving). “Ministry”
is referring to your practical service within the local church and your good works to
your “neighbors”. Through salvation God has ordained that you should walk in good
works and He has given you spiritual gifts by the Holy Spirit to edify the church.
Growth in this level is accomplished by being full of good works towards others,
actively edifying your local church by using your spiritual gifts and getting involved in
serving.
Mark 10:43-45; Romans 12:9-13; Ephesians 2:8-10; 4:16; 1 Corinthians 10:24; 12:7-27; Galatians 5:13; 2 Peter 1:12-15

- Stage 4: Training—who I train—(Focus: Producing Disciples; Action: Mentoring).
“Training” is referring to producing more disciples thus multiplying God’s kingdom.
Through salvation you have been commissioned to make Jesus’ name to be
remembered in all generations and so that the generations to come might know Jesus
and make Him known. Growth in this level is accomplished by constantly being with
and actively investing your life in other disciples’ lives so that they can grow in their
identity, behavior, ministry and be able to teach others also.
Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 14:21-23; 2 Timothy 2:2; Ephesians 4:11-12; Titus 1:5-6; (Psalm 45:17; 78:1-8)

• Important Note: Each stage in the discipleship development process should be seen as
individual stages but also as complimentary of each other. This means that a disciple’s
growth isn’t a list of boxes to be checked off, stages to be completed or lessons to be
studied, but it is more of a gradient of color where each stage fades into one another and
builds upon one another. For example, the “identity” stage is foundational to all the other
stages, but it is a stage that must remain strong and have continual growth to effect
healthy growth in the other stages. Each stage does go in consecutive order, but you
never complete a stage, you just continue to growth more in each stage. If there is a
problem in one stage, then you need to go back to each previous stage to see where
there is a lack of growth.
• Measuring Growth: Growth is measured by the effectiveness of the last stage “training”
because it is the healthy reproduction of “disciples who are producing disciples”. This
can be seen in the illustration of human development: newborn to child to adult to parent.
Spiritually, when people are new believers, they are “spiritual newborns” who don’t know
much but start to grow with the help of their “spiritual parents”—those who disciple them.
Then they start to understand, grow in the Word and live out their faith. Next, they became
mature and independent in their faith and are serving God to the best of their ability.
Finally, they start discipling others or become spiritual parents of others. Thus, spiritual
parenthood, not spiritual adulthood, is the goal. Growth question: How many disciples are
training or producing other disciples? Who are your spiritual children?
Examples of this terminology: 1 Corinthians 3:1-3; 4:14-17; 13:11; Philippians 2:22; 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12; 1 John 2:12-14

Defining The Purpose Of Discipleship
• Therefore, the purpose of the discipleship process is to be consistently producing
maturing and sanctifying disciples of Jesus in all nations, at all times, all for the glory of
God. This is an ongoing process that doesn’t stop until the return of Jesus.
Ephesians 4:13-16; Colossians 1:28-29; Matthew 28:20

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is a genuine disciple like?
What are the four stages of discipleship growth?
What is the important note we need to remember?
How do we measure growth?
What is the purpose of discipleship?
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13. What Is The Leadership Potential Of Discipleship?
The purpose of discipleship is to be consistently producing maturing and sanctifying
disciples of Jesus, but the potential of discipleship is producing the next generation of
church leaders. It starts by taking the large group and funneling them into smaller groups to
train disciples at differing levels. Believers take each disciple as far as they can and as far
as they want to go. Then they pass them off to someone who can take them farther than
they are able to, especially those who desire full-time ministry. Those who surrender to fulltime ministry are then trained by those who are already in full-time ministry—thus it
becomes their priority ministry to train leaders who reproduce themselves, eventually
working towards training leaders of leaders.
Purpose: Colossians 1:28; Potential: 2 Timothy 2:2

Understanding Discipleship Groupings
• Jesus’ ministry had different groups of people that He interacted with and He spent
different amounts of time with each group. First, “The Crowds”—these were large groups
of people He was preaching the gospel to or those who would come to hear His
teachings. Second, “The Church”—this was the larger group of disciples that Jesus was
working with and that were gathered together after His resurrection. Third, “The twelve”—
this represents those Jesus was working with more closely and were training for full-time
ministry. Fourth, “The Three”—these were three of the disciples from the group of the
twelve that Jesus worked with more closely. Fifth, “The Beloved”—this was probably the
disciple that was closest to Jesus. This helps us understand how different groupings are
beneficial in making disciples. We learn the following two aspects:
(1) Mark 2:1-6; 2:13; (2) Luke 10:1; Acts 1:13-15; 2:42-47; (3) Matthew 10:1-6; Luke 6:13; (4) Matthew 17:1-2; Mark 5:37;
14:33; Luke 8:51; (5) John 13:23; 19:26; 21:7

- Discipleship Groupings: As we are training disciples, we are going to divide them into
different groups and spend time with each group differently. This also allows us to offer
different kinds of training to different groups. There are large evangelistic outreaches,
the gathering of believers at the church, small groups of people we are working more
intimately with and also one-on-one relationships. It seems with Jesus, the larger group
got less time and the smaller group get more time.

- The Leadership Funnel: As we are training disciples, those in full-time ministry (like
Jesus) need to focus on developing leaders. At the wide end of the funnel there is a
large group who are challenged to follow Jesus. A smaller portion of people respond
to the invitation and move down the funnel. They are being trained and growing in the
Lord. They are challenge to go to the next level of ministry and leadership. An even
smaller amount responds to that invitation, and eventually there is a small group of
leaders who are being trained for ministry. Eventually, this small group of leaders will
work their own funnels as they start discipling others and training leaders themselves.
• The principle is that we take the large group and funnel them into smaller groups to train
our disciples at differing levels.

Advancing Within Discipleship Growth
• Every disciple should be “receiving training” but also “training others”. As we learn the
basics of the gospel and the basics of living the victorious Christian life, we need to be
teaching someone else those truths and training them how to live it out. But the basics are
just the beginning and not the end. As we train disciples, we should be willing that each
person be taken to the next level in the Christian life. Thus, this means that we should be
willing to pass those we are discipling on to a more spiritually mature person who can
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help take them further in their spiritual walk or take them to the next level of serving God.
For example, you might be able to train someone to be a faithful church member, but you
don’t know how to train them to be a teacher or to be a pastor, so you need to pass them
on to someone who can. Timothy is an example of this discipleship advancement. He was
taught the Holy Scriptures and how to have an unfeigned faith by his grandmother Lois
and his mother Eunice. But later he was trained by Paul for the work of the ministry.
Acts 16:1-5; 1 Corinthians 4:17; Philippians 2:19; 1 Timothy 1:3; 2 Timothy 1:1-5; 3:15

• The principle is that we take each disciple as far as we can and then pass them off to
someone who can take them farther than we are able to.

Prioritizing The Leadership Potential Of Discipleship
• As we are busy making disciples, we need to keep in mind that God might use those we
are training (including our children) to accomplish great things for His Name’s sake. We
should dream big dreams for everyone we train. We should pray that, if God wills, He will
use our disciples in full-time ministry. Obviously, not everyone will be in full-time ministry,
but some will, so we need to expand the range of our vision so that we are working to
train everyone to their “full individual potential”—everyone produces varying amounts of
fruit (some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty) and has different talents (every man
according to his several ability)—so that by the grace of God, His grace that is bestowed
upon us will not be in vain.
Matthew 13:23; 25:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:10

• Full-time Ministry: All believers should be involved in training disciples, but pastors,
missionaries, and those in full-time ministry have a priority ministry to be constantly
looking for “faithful men” who will be able to teach others also. Men who desire to be in
the ministry. These are men that they can entrust with the responsibility of full-time
ministry. Like Jesus who trained His disciples to lead the church in carrying forth the great
commission, so they are constantly looking for disciples who they can train for full-time
service. They funnel the large group into small groups of men who desire to be in full-time
ministry and spend the majority of their time training them—the next generation of ministry
leaders. This is their priority ministry, just like it was for Jesus and the twelve disciples.
Mark 3:14; Galatians 2:7; Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Timothy 1:18-19; 6:20; 3:1-7; Titus 1:3-5

• The principle is that we take each disciple as far as they want to go and take those who
are desirous and willing onto full-time ministry.

Training Leaders Of Leaders
• As those in ministry are training “ministry leadership” we must remember that we are to
produce copies of ourselves (as we follow Christ) by investing our lives into them. Our
training should set in motion a movement of leaders who train other leaders, who train
other leaders, who train other leaders in a never ending cycle of discipleship that fulfills its
purpose and lives up to its potential. For Example: From Paul to Timothy to faithful men to
others and so on.
1 Corinthians 11:1; 2 Timothy 2:2

• The principle is that we train leaders to train other leaders and their disciples do the
same.

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is discipleship groupings? What is the principle?
What is advancing in discipleship growth? What is the principle?
How do we prioritize the leadership potential of discipleship? What is the principle?
What does it mean to train leaders of leaders? What is the principle?
What is the priority ministry of pastors and missionaries? Who are you training?
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14. What Is A Discipleship Relationship Like?
A discipleship relationship is characterized by withness—meaning that training is
accomplished as you “do life together”. This is also called life-on-life mentorship. This
creates a unique bond between the “mentor” and the “mentee” as they both strive to serve
the Lord all for His honor and glory.

A Discipleship Relationship Is Characterized By “Withness”
• Jesus ordained the twelve disciples “that they should be with Him”. Jesus knew that
before they would be sent out to preach and have power to perform miracles that they
needed to be with Him. This means that they needed to spend a lot of time together. This
was a charge for them to constantly be in His presence so that they could learn from
every aspect of His life and He could mold every aspect of their lives into representations
of Himself. This was a transparent, intimate and bonding relationship that can only be
established through spending good quality and a large quantity of time together. This was
also more than just friends hanging out, Jesus was a man whom God was with (in fact, He
was God Himself), and took every opportunity to teach them the truth.
Mark 3:14; Luke 9:18-20; John 3:2

• We need to realize that discipleship isn’t just sitting down and teaching our disciples
lessons from the Bible for an hour each week, but it's a relationship where we invite others
into our lives so that we can train them like Jesus trained His disciples. Also, we can’t
expect for people to follow us except God be with us and we desire to teach them God’s
truth. Our discipleship relationships also need to be defined by withness—spending time
together with our disciples training them for the kingdom of God.

A Discipleship Relationship Is Characterized By “Life-On-Life”
• A discipleship relationship is like a spiritual “teacher and learner” relationship. A
“disciple” is a person who is a learner or student that is devoted to learning from a
specific teacher in an instructional relationship. But this is more than a “classroom
relationship” where a professor teaches and the students listen and receives information,
instead it is teacher who is imparting knowledge and practical skills to his student. The
student is fully committed to learning from his teacher and organizes his life around his
teacher so that he can spend the necessary time with him to accomplish this. Thus a
student (disciple) ends up being like his teacher (master).
Matthew 10:24-25; John 13:14-15

• A discipleship relationship is like a spiritual “father and son” relationship. Paul referred to
his disciples as spiritual sons or sons in the faith (“Timotheus, who is my beloved son,”
“Titus, mine own son after the common faith,” “my son Onesimus”). Timothy was the
greatest example of this and Paul said their relationship was like a son with his father,
because He had served with Paul in the work of the gospel. Timothy did ministry like Paul
did. This relationship signifies a permanent and lifelong commitment to invest in your
disciples’ lives for their edification. We are to train our disciples in the same way that a
father teaches and cares for his own sons.
1 Corinthians 4:14-17; 16:10-11; Philippians 2:22; 1 Timothy 1:2, 18; 2 Timothy 1:2; 2:1; Titus 1:4; Philemon 10

• A discipleship relationship is like a spiritual “leader and follower” relationship. Jesus was
the leader and those who wanted to be His disciples were to follow Him. On the part of
the disciples, there wasn’t a full understanding of what the “pathway of following Jesus”
was going to look like or what would be required (although Jesus did challenge them with
many hard sayings), but they had confidence in the leader. A follower needs to have
confidence that the leader is going to lead them well and they need to make the
necessary sacrifices to be able to follow—not just following literally, but also to accept
and follow their guidance and leadership.
Matthew 4:19-22; 8:19-23; 9:9; 16:24; 19:21
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• A discipleship relationship is like a spiritual “master and apprentice” relationship. A
“master” is someone who already has experience and skills in a certain area or trade and
is teaching the less experienced and unskilled person everything they know about it. We
have several examples in the Bible, but a few from the Old Testament are: (1) Elijah and
Elisha; (2) Moses and Joshua; (3) Eli and Samuel.
(1) 1 Kings 19:19-21; 2 Kings 2:1-25; (2) Exodus 24:13; Deuteronomy 31:1-8; (3) 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 3:1-23

Principles For Discipleship Relationships
• Principles in being a disciple trainer:

- Invite: You have to invite others into your life and give them permission to “follow” you,
learn from you, and be trained by you. Like Jesus, we aren’t looking for those with the
best education, those from great families, those with enormous wealth or the most
religious person, but we are looking for those with humble hearts willing to learn and
serve God. We aren’t looking for those without problems, but normal hard-working men
and women who might make a lot of mistakes—but we aren’t focused on who they
currently are as much as we are focused on what they can become through Jesus.
John 1:43; 15:16; Acts 4:13; Heart: 1 Samuel 16:7; Double Vision: Acts 8:3; 9:10-19; Judges 6:13-18

- Instruct: As you are training those who accepted your invitation to learn from you, you
want to give them instructions about how to grow and serve. You are not to do all the
serving and work by yourself, but you are to instruct them how to do it and give them
the opportunity to actually do it themselves, even if they can’t do it as good as you
can. (For who could do anything better than Jesus, but He allowed His disciples to
serve.) Instruct each person through encouragement at a pace they are able to
endure.
Serving: John 6:10; Luke 22:8; Growing: Matthew 10:5; 14:26-33; Pace: Genesis 33:13-14; John 16:12, 33; Mark 4:33

- Inform: We are to teach our disciples God’s word, but also spend extra time making
sure they understand everything that we are teaching and how to apply it to their lives.
Mark 4:1, 34

• Principles in being a disciple:

- Follow: You have to be willing to “follow” someone who invites you into their life to learn
from them. This means making sacrifices so that you can establish this discipleship
relationship. Those who are training for full-time service will have to make greater
sacrifices as this becomes their entire livelihood.
Mark 1:19-20; 2:14; Luke 5:11; 18:28

- Serve: Disciples serve wherever they are needed. They learn to obey what they are
told to do by those who are training them and serve alongside them. They aren’t
looking to just serve in the areas of prominence, but also in the small, insignificant and
seemingly less important areas. They are also willing to bring their friends and family to
church and tell them about Jesus.
Serving: John 6:11-12; Luke 22:9-13

- Learn: Disciples are learners. They are to be constantly asking questions to the person
who is training them so that they are learning new things and understanding
everything that is being taught. They are to be interested, inquisitive, and imitative.
Matthew 13:10, 36; Mark 4:10; Luke 11:1; 24:35

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What does “withness” mean?
What does “life-on-life” mean?
A discipleship relationship is like what four types of relationships?
What are three principles in being a disciple trainer?
What are three principles in being a disciple?
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15. What Is A Disciple-Making Disciple Like?
A disciple-making disciple is a person who: (1) has believed and called upon the name of
the Lord to be saved; (2) is growing in their faith—meaning they are living for Jesus and
have defining “disciple-required” characteristics that distinguish them from others who are
followers of Jesus in name only; (3) and are actively striving to reproduce themselves by
making disciples throughout their lifetime.

Disciple-Making Disciples Have A Firm, Active And Sanctifying Faith
• A firm faith: Jesus asked His disciples, “But whom say ye that I am?” Every disciple
needs to know that they personally have found the Messiah—the Christ, the Son of the
living God. We need to know that Jesus is the one of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, did write. Thus, a personal relationship with Jesus is first and foremost.
Matthew 16:13-16; John 1:41-51

• An active faith: Jesus told His disciples, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” Every disciple
should be engaging the world around them through speaking God’s word and ministering
in God’s strength—that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus.
Acts 1:8; Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 4:11

• A sanctifying faith: Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them through thy truth.” Every disciple is
being sanctified as they press toward the goal for the prize of the high calling of God in
Jesus—to obtain the glory of their Lord—to be conformed to His image.
John 17:17; Romans 8:29; Philippians 3:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:14

Disciple-Making Disciples Have Distinguishing Characteristics
• A persistent commitment to the Bible: Jesus said, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye
my disciples indeed”. Thus, true disciples are those who continue believing in Jesus and
obeying all that Jesus has taught and said—as revealed to us in the Bible.
John 8:31-32

• A sacrificial love for one another: Jesus said, “By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” Jesus’ new commandment for His disciples was
to love to the same degree that He had loved them. Being with Jesus they had
experienced the very love of God in a new way and would eventually understand Jesus
showed God’s love to the world when He sacrificially died on the cross for sinful mankind.
Matthew 5:43-48; John 13:1, 34-35; 15:9-13; Romans 5:8

• A healthy bearer of much fruit: Jesus said, “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” We cannot do anything on our own, but we are to
abide in Jesus. He is the vine and we are the branches. This abiding allows us to glorify
God by producing “much fruit” and showing ourselves to be Jesus’ disciples.
John 15:1-8

• An unrivaled devotion to Jesus: Jesus said, “If any man come to me, and hate not his
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciple.” The relationships with our family members are often the
dearest relationships we have, but Jesus says that we need to “hate” those relationships
—meaning to “love less” those relationships in comparison to Him. Another way to say it:
we are to “love Jesus supremely.” He is even more important than our own lives. (Don’t
misunderstand, this isn’t a command to “hate” people but it is a command to choose
Jesus above all else, which can seem like “hate” in comparison.)
Matthew 10:37; Luke 14:26
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• An utmost determination to follow Jesus: Jesus said, “And whosoever doth not bear his
cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” Jesus expects His disciples to be
determined to daily denying their own wills (living for self), removing hurdles to following
Him and bearing any ramifications for doing so and firmly embracing His will (living for
God) even if it means paying a great price to do so. The cross represents an instrument of
death—it means that we die to ourselves but we live unto God. It represents the extent
that Jesus is calling us to deny ourselves so that we are free and able to follow and serve
Him. We reject the life of “self-determination” and accept the life of “Jesus-determination”.
Matthew 10:38; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23; 14:27; Galatians 2:20

• A complete forsaking of everything: Jesus said, “Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” Jesus is talking about absolute surrender.
His disciples are to be completely surrendered to His will without reservation, thus
renouncing all rights, privileges, demands, possessions, appeasements or indulgences in
the process. Everything in the life of a believer comes under the Lordship of Jesus—there
are no negotiations just unconditional surrender. (Don’t misunderstand, this doesn’t mean
that you have to sell all your possession immediately and aren’t allow to own anything, but
this is putting every aspect of your life under the Lordship of Jesus to do as He pleases
and the willingness to follow Him at any cost and in every respect.)
Luke 5:11, 28; 12:33; 14:33; 18:22

• A courageous desire to imitate Jesus: Jesus said, “The disciple is not above his master:
but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.” The objective of discipleship is for
the disciple or student to become like his teacher. Each disciple that is fully trained
(perfect) will be just like his teacher. So there should be a desire in every disciple to be
like Jesus in every way—even if that means the way the world treated Him they will treat
us. Thus, this is a courageous desire because it promises varying degrees of persecution
for everyone who lives like Jesus.
Matthew 10:24-25; Luke 6:40; John 15:20

• A willingness to obey orders from Jesus: The Bible says, “The disciples went, and did as
Jesus commanded them.” Jesus effectively becomes the boss of our lives and we should
be willing to be obedient and submissive to all His commands.
Matthew 11:1; 21:1-2, 6; John 21:15-17

Disciple-Making Disciples Have Disciples Who Reproduce Disciples
• A passion to make disciples of all nations: Jesus told His disciples to, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”
During their training, the disciples were bringing others to Jesus and even sent out to
preach. At the end of their training, Jesus told them to go out and “teach”—make
disciples—of all nations. They were to reproduce themselves—to train disciples who will
train disciples. Thus, a disciple-making disciple must have disciples who train disciples.
Matthew 28:16-20; Luke 5:27-32; 10:1; John 1:40-45; (2 Timothy 2:2)

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

Disciple-making disciples have what kind of faith?
What are the eight distinguishing characteristics of disciple-making disciples?
Disciple-making disciples must reproduce what?
Are you a disciple-making disciple? Why?
Where are your disciples? Are they making disciples?
34

Firm Foundations Four

16. Who Are The Equippers Of Discipleship?
Pastors are the equippers of discipleship because they are God’s choice servants to lead
the local church to fulfill its purpose. Their job is to equip believers to service for the
edification of the church until the church is spiritually mature and built up in love.

Pastors Are The Equippers Of Discipleship In The Local Church
• Who: Who does God choose to lead and set the example for others to follow? God has
not only given different spiritual gifts to all believers but He has also given special-gifted
men to lead the church. Today, the “pastors and teachers” are the gifted men God is
using to lead local churches. We also refer to this as “the office of a pastor”—but this
office of leadership includes both responsibilities and gifting of pastoring or shepherding
and teaching. These pastors are to lead the church in submission to the leadership of
Jesus who is the Great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. There may also be “multiple
pastors” or “plurality of elders” within a church, but this man is the lead pastor who has
the main responsibility for spiritually leading a specific local church. Thus, the pastor is
God’s choice servant to lead the local church to fulfill its purpose. (Note: we use the word
“pastor” to be the same as “elder,” “bishop,” and “overseer”.)
Ephesians 4:11; (Jesus as Supreme: Hebrews 13:20-21; 1 Peter 2:25; Pastor’s Obligation: Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Titus
1:5-9; Apostles and Prophets were foundational, but have ceased for today: Ephesians 2:20)

• Why: Why does God use pastors to lead? The answer is threefold: (1) “For the perfecting
of the saints”—this means the pastor is to equip all the believers under his care to fulfill
the purpose they were ordained for; (2) “for the work of the ministry”—believers were
ordained to walk in good works and to serve—every believer is a minister; (3) “for the
edifying of the body of Christ”—as each believer fulfills their duty of service, it builds up
the church. Thus, a pastor’s job is to equip believers to service for the edification of the
church.
Ephesians 2:10; 4:12

Pastors Are Primarily And Continually To Be Training Disciples
• When: When is the pastor’s task completed? The pastor is to carry out his job “till we all
come”: (1) “in the unity of the faith”—the believers under his care should harmoniously
become one or unified in the gospel and the revealed will of God in the Scriptures
because of his teaching and training in sound doctrine; (2) “of the knowledge of the Son
of God”—to grow in the knowledge of Jesus and have deeper and more personal
relationship with Him; (3) “unto a perfect man”—to spiritually mature in Christ; (4) “unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ”—this maturity should be measured by
the how much we are like Jesus. God wants us to become like Jesus in every area of our
lives. Thus, the pastor is to equip believers to serve for the edification of the church until
the church is spiritually mature.
Ephesians 4:13; (Psalm 133:1; Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 3:8-12; Colossians 1:9-10; 28-29; 2:2)

- What: What does a spiritual mature person look like? A spiritually mature person is no
longer a “child” spiritually—meaning they no longer do spiritually immature things.
They are no longer easily deceived because they have a firm grasp on the Scriptures
and the correct understanding and application of them. They won’t be spiritually
tricked, taken advantage of, deceived by false teachers or their teachings. Thus, a
spiritually mature person is able to brave “the waves and the wind” of false teaching
without being overtaken by either, but instead firmly stands on the truth.
Ephesians 4:14; (1 Peter 2:1; 1 John 4:1-3; Jude 3-4; Revelation 2:2)
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- How: How does the pastor lead? How does a spiritually mature person live? The
answer for both questions is one word: love. The pastors speaks “the truth in love” so
that everyone will grow up in every way into Jesus—which is the head, even Christ.
Then the spiritually mature person takes the truth and applies it to start ministering in
the body of Christ and when each part is working properly, it results in growing the
body and builds itself up in love. Thus, a pastors leads through faithfully teaching the
truth in love and the believers serve in love.
Ephesians 4:15-16; (Ephesians 4:20-24; 5:1-2; Colossians 2:19; John 15:9-10)

Principles Concerning Pastors And Discipleship
• Pastors are the spiritual coaches in the local church. Pastors equipping believers to
service for the edification of the church, is like coaches training their basketball teams to
win the championship. Thus, like a coach, a pastor doesn’t do all the serving and ministry
within the local church, but he trains the church members to do it. The church members
are not just the fans sitting in the stands watching the game being played, but they are
the athletes playing the game while the coach is instructing them from the sidelines.
When they aren’t playing the game, he is training them in practice—which often includes
doing many hard things they don’t necessarily want to do, but must do to be able to be
ready to play and win.
• Pastors are the equippers of discipleship because God has called them to be the leaders
of the local churches. The local churches’ mission is the great commission—to make
disciples of all nations. The method to fulfill the great commission is discipleship—the lifeon-life process where disciples spread the gospel to other people who become disciples
and then they help them to become fully mature and serving believers of Jesus.
• Pastors have more duties than just discipleship, but they use every other aspect of their
pastoral duties to help train their disciples. Jesus had many ways that He served and
taught people, but it seemed that in almost everything He did, He did it with the
secondary purpose of training His disciples.
Luke 8:49-9:6

• Pastors are to train leaders of leaders. Not only does the pastor have the responsibility to
be the example to the flock, but he has the responsibility to train others who can train
others. Thus, like Jesus, He can’t spend large amounts of time with everyone, but with a
few, who will then also minister to the larger group.
• Pastors are more than just preachers and preaching is only a part of training disciples.
Faithfully preaching the word of God is nonnegotiable to being a pastor, but discipleship
is paramount for establishing spiritually healthy churches.
Mark 1:38

• Pastors train disciples through life-on-life training. They share with their disciples not only
the gospel of God but also their souls. They are glad to spend and be spent for them.
2 Corinthians 12:15; 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

Who does God choose to lead and set the example for others to follow?
Why does God use pastors to lead?
When is the pastor’s task completed?
How does the pastor lead?
What are some principles concerning pastors and discipleship?
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17. How Do Discipleship Relationships Start?
Discipleship relationships start when we seize and seek opportunities. Sharing the gospel
becomes “a way of life”. The gospel is the foundation of all our discipleship relationships.
Thus, we need to be actively sharing the gospel and embracing opportunities.

Discipleship Relationships Start When We Seize Opportunities
• Everything starts with prayer. Jesus went out into a mountain to pray all night to God the
night before He chose twelve of His disciples to be apostles. Also, believers are
commanded to pray for unbelievers because God is willing for them to be saved. So if we
are wanting to start a discipleship relationship with another person we need to start with
prayer. Question: Are you praying for believers and unbelievers and “watching” for
opportunities of who you can establish a discipleship relationship with?
Luke 6:12-16; 23:33-36; Romans 10:1; 1 Timothy 2:1-4; Asking and Believing: Matthew 7:7-11

• Seize current opportunities. Are you expecting God to answer your prayers? Next, you
need to be looking for opportunities to seize. A discipleship relationship can start with a
believer or an unbeliever—anyone who is willing to spend time you and learn from you. It
often starts with those that you know—such as your family and friends. (Your family is your
first disciples.) But you also need to be looking for people (inside and outside the church)
who have similar interest as you or people who want to know more about the Bible.
Question: Are you seizing current opportunities to start a discipleship relationship?

- Believers: If a person is a believer then they already have an established gospel
foundation. Thus, you need to find out where they are at in their spiritual walk and, if
you are able to help them grow in their faith, invite them to spend time with you
studying the bible and developing a spiritual friendship. If they are willing and accept
your invitation, this is the beginning of a discipleship relationship. (Remember: you can
only lead people to do what you have already been doing.) Question: What believers
around you can you help grow and mature in their faith?

- Unbelievers: If a person isn’t a believer then there is no established gospel foundation.
Thus, you need to start with teaching them the gospel. You can invite them to spend
time with you for the purpose of sharing the gospel with them and establishing a
friendship. If they are willing and accept your invitation, this is the beginning of a
discipleship relationship with the goal of leading them to become a genuine disciple
through repentance and faith in Jesus alone as Lord and Saviour. Question: What
unbelievers do you know that you can you share the gospel with?

Discipleship Relationships Start When We Seek Opportunities
• Make new opportunities. What if you currently don’t know any believers or unbelievers
that you can start a discipleship relationship with, what should you do? You need to start
making opportunities—meaning you need to be actively involved in reaching new people
—those who you don’t currently know—through evangelism. Thus, the ultimate catalyst to
initiate new discipleship relationships is witnessing to unbelievers. Jesus trained His
disciples to be fishers of men—people that make disciples of all nations—but this
absolutely included preaching the gospel. Witnessing is part of the great commission
process. We cannot make disciples without evangelism. All believers are given the Holy
Spirit for this very purpose—to be Jesus’ witnesses unto the uttermost part of the earth.
Questions: Are you trying to initiate new discipleship relationships by witnessing to
unbelievers—even those you don’t currently know?
Mark 1:17; 16:15; Luke 19:10; (Examples of Jesus Evangelizing: Matthew 19:16-22; Luke 10:25-37; John 4:5-29)
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• Just like those who responded to Jesus, we need to remember: (1) Not everyone will
believe and become genuine disciples. But we should still continuously and intentionally
preach the gospel. (2) Some will believe the gospel and become genuine disciples. We
should continue to teach them in all things concerning following Jesus. This is the
beginning of a discipleship relationship with the gospel foundation established.
Luke 4:14-30

Being Equipped With The Essentials Of Sharing The Gospel
• Boldness: We boldly share the gospel knowing it is God who ultimately has to do the work
of salvation in a person’s life. Each time you share the gospel you might get a scared,
nervous or unsettling feeling but we don’t let this fear paralyze us from sharing the gospel.
We need to pray for boldness and allow this boldness to overshadow our weakness as we
trust in God to save sinners. We are His workers, but He gives the increase.
Boldness: Proverbs 28:1; Acts 4:13, 29, 31; Salvation: Psalms 68:20; John 6:44; Romans 2:4; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 3:6-9

• Step 1—The Starting Point: Sharing the gospel can be done in a group setting or one-onone. The starting point to share the gospel with either is to discover their knowledge of
God and start where they are. Then you can properly contextualize (not change) the
gospel message so they have a better understanding. For example, in the book of Acts
we find that when they were sharing the gospel with the Jews they started with the
prophets and law but when they were speaking to the Gentiles they started from Creation.
(1) Start at Creation: Romans 1:19-20; (Preaching to Jews: Acts 26:22; 28:23; Preaching to Gentiles: Acts 14:15; 17:24)

- Conscious Anxiety: Each society has different anxieties that they are conscious about,
such as: sin, death, and the afterlife. We should be probing and find out what these
anxieties are and try to share the gospel from that vantage point.

- Intentional Questions: Where did we come from?—Talk about the origin of man and
God’s creation in comparison to other views. Why do you exist?—Talk about the
purpose of life and the reasons for living. What is right and wrong?—Talk about man’s
inherit knowledge of morality and the standard of good. What happens after you die?
—Talk about life after death and eternity.

• Step 2—The Law of God: The purpose of using the law to share the gospel is to show
people: they are sinners; they have offended a holy God: they will be judged by God one
day; and they will receive death and hell as the price for sin. (Ask questions of sin, death,
justice, etc.)
(2) The Knowledge of Sin: Romans 3:10-12, 23; (3) The Judgment of God: Romans 2:5-6; (4) The Price of Sin: Romans 5:12

• Step 3—The Gospel of Jesus Christ: The good news always follows the bad news. Thus,
we need to share the core message of the gospel which means to show people: the
atoning death of Jesus Christ; the burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ; salvation is a
free gift from God; the great exchange of righteousness; and that Jesus is the only way.
(Ask questions of forgiveness, mercy, grace, etc.)
(5) Jesus’ Gift: Romans 6:23; (6) Jesus’ Death: Romans 5:8; (7) Jesus’ Resurrection: Romans 4:25

• Step 4—The Crisis Point: Finally, when a person is humbled by their sin and the cross, it is
time for them to make a decision. See if the person is willing to give all for Jesus, and
encourage them to count the cost. We need to show them: how to repent towards God
and how to put their faith in Jesus. (Ask questions of decision, time, application, etc.)
(8) Confess and Believe: Romans 10:9-10

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

Everything starts with what? Are you doing that?
What does it mean to seize opportunities?
What does it mean to make new opportunities?
What does it mean to have boldness in sharing the gospel?
What are four essential steps of sharing the gospel?
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18. How Are Disciples Trained In The Lord?
Disciples are trained in the Lord when we encourage them to imitate our example so that
we can lead them to follow Jesus. We can only do that if we first become the disciple that
we want them to become and be devoted to them until Jesus is formed in them.
Philippians 4:9

We Train Disciples By Encouraging Them To Imitate Our Example
• Disciples are trained by imitating the life of another disciple. This means that we invite
them to imitate our lives because, Lord willingly, we are imitating Jesus’ life. So the goal
isn’t for our disciples to become just like us, but they are to become like us in so much
that we are like Jesus. We encourage them to imitate our way of life in Christ Jesus.
People need a model to follow. Teaching isn’t enough. They need to see someone living
out the victorious Christian life so they know how to do it too. Disciples receive instruction
through various means but they can only truly be trained “in person” because they need
to imitate a face-to-face example. Is your life imitate-able?
1 Corinthians 4:14-17; 11:1; Galatians 4:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:6; 2 Thessalonians 3:7, 9; 2 Timothy 3:10-14; 1 John 1:1

• Disciples are trained by placing themselves in positions of submission to be trained. Lifeon-life mentorship requires a commitment of submission. All believers are equal in value
and none are superior, but we do have different roles and positions of authority and
influence. In the discipleship relationship, the mentor (the leading believer) has the
primary position of responsibility to faithfully lead. The mentees (the following believers)
have the secondary position to accept the leadership of, yield to and learn from their
mentor. All of this is done with the goal of maturing and sanctifying disciples of Jesus.
Luke 6:40; Ephesians 5:21; (Submission to Leadership: 1 Corinthians 16:15-16; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; Hebrews 13:17)

• Disciples are trained by following disciples who train them to be disciples of Jesus not
themselves. We are not to train up disciples for ourselves. This discipleship relationship
does not void the mutual “submission, service and humility” that should be characteristic
of all believers. We are to put on the mind which was also in Christ Jesus. Jesus is the
only Master. We are all to be serving with humble attitudes, striving to live godly in Christ
Jesus for God’s glory.
Matthew 23:7-12; Philippians 2:3-11; 3:17-18

• Things to remember when establishing this type of training:

- Relationship: Spiritual growth takes places when we are willing to submit to one
another to benefit from a discipleship relationship. It is humbling to know we can’t grow
on our own, but God uses relationships and community to grow one another. We can’t
be self-dependent. We should be investing our lives into others and others should be
investing their lives into us. We need other disciples and other disciples need us.
(Note: Obedience to many commands requires interaction with others.)

- Following: A disciple chooses who to follow—someone who can show them how to
follow Jesus. Any believer who desires to train other believers can invite others into a
discipleship relationship, but the decision to follow can’t be forced only offered.

- Engagement: A discipleship relationship is a two-way relationship. Both sides are
engaging the other side. The mentor leads but is also challenged to grow from the
questions asked and the accountability to properly lead his mentees. The mentees are
growing from the mentor’s leadership, life, character, attitudes, words, ministry and
teachings. There is mutual influence. Both should benefit greatly from this relationship.
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We Train Disciples By Becoming What We Want Them to Become
• Before we can invite others to follow us, we need to know where we are going. We need
to already be following Jesus and growing in the grace and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 3:18

• A changed and changing life: Has your life radically changed since believing in Jesus?
We are to be renewed in the spirit of our minds. We are to be actively putting off the “old
man”—our old sinful way of living, and putting on the “new man”—our new righteous way
of living. Before salvation, we sacrificed others to bless ourselves but now that we are
saved we sacrifice ourselves to bless others. Our actions, attitudes, character, morals, are
all being molded into Christ-likeness. If our lives aren’t changing and growing then we
can’t train disciples.
A Changed Life: Psalm 15:1-5; Ephesians 4:17-28; Colossians 3:1-8; James 1:21-26

• The Basics: Are you doing the following basics: reading the bible; praying; faithfully
attending church; memorizing bible verses; giving generously; actively witnessing to
others; using your spiritual gifts in the local church? How is your family life? Are you
striving to obey the Bible in all areas? We can only teach others to do what we are doing.
(1) Joshua 1:8; (2) 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; (3) Hebrews 10:25-27; (4) Psalm 119:11; (5) 2 Corinthians 9:7; (6) Matthew
5:13-16; (7) 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; (8) 1 Timothy 3:5; (9) Luke 11:28; (11) Matthew 5:19; 23:3; Romans 2:21-23

• Become Imitate-able: If we train disciples in the Lord by inviting them into our lives to
imitate it, then we need to evaluate if our lives are worth imitating. We can only reproduce
what we are. The desire to train disciples should cause us to seriously evaluate ourselves
and our spiritual walk. A negative outcome of that evaluation shouldn’t keep us from
training disciples, but it should: (1) encourage us to strengthen those areas where we are
weak; (2) seek those more mature than ourselves to train us; (3) be committed to doing
the best that we can so that we can train others for the glory of God.

We Train Disciples By Being Devoted Until Jesus Is Formed In Them
• A devotion to train. Paul not only calls Timothy to become a disciple-making disciple but
he explains the cost to do so. We need to be devoted: (1) to “endure hardness”—the
world opposes us training disciples and like Paul we need to be willing to share in
suffering to do so; (2) to be “a good soldier of Jesus Christ”—to live a wartime life with our
allegiance to Jesus (and not this world) and His mission; (3) to not “entangleth” ourselves
with the affairs of this life—to not get intertwined and distracted with this world so that we
don’t train disciples; (4) to “please him” who hath chosen you to be a soldier—God chose
us and we live to please Him, not others, this is our single and utmost purpose and focus;
(5) to “strive lawfully”—like an athlete, we put forth great effort to train disciples but we
must do so in accordance to God’s Word and like Jesus did, no shortcuts; (6) to
“laboureth”—like a farmer, take the initiate and through tough, thorough and timeconsuming work wait for God to give the increase as we make disciples.
2 Timothy 2:1-7; (Reject Worldliness: James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17; Hard Work: 1 Corinthians 3:5-8; Colossians 1:28-29)

• A devotion to finish. Paul was committed to the Galatian believers when they had many
problems. He didn’t forsake them but was willing to go through much heartache to help
them understand the gospel, its implications and how to be conformed to the image of
Jesus—until Christ be formed in them. Paul truly cared for them, he calls them his little
children and he desired to be with them. He was committed to finish what he started.
Galatians 4:19-20

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

We train disciples by encouraging them to do what?
What are three things to remember when establishing this type of training?
We train disciples by becoming what?
We train disciples by being devoted until when?
What are the six areas we need to be devoted in to train disciples?
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19. How Is An Environment Of Discipleship Created?
An environment of discipleship is created by a disciple of Jesus who intentionally invites
others into a discipleship relationship, challenges them to change with the Word of God
and trains them how to accomplish it. It aims to build a culture where if one is immersed into
it they will intuitively learn from their surroundings. It is also a place where love reigns which
allows discipleship to thrive.

We Must Be Intentional About Inviting, Challenging And Training
• An environment of discipleship is created by being intentional about it. To establish an
environment of discipleship we must be deliberate and purposeful about doing so. It
doesn’t just accidentally happen but it is carefully orchestrated by one person—(who is
fluent in discipleship)—who then teaches others to do the same. Thus, an environment of
discipleship is created by being intentional about the following three areas:
Jesus’ Intentionality: John 6:70; 15:16

- Invitation: We need to intentionally and consistently be inviting others into our lives to
establish a relationship with them so that we can help them become or mature as
disciples of Jesus. This means we are inviting new people into a relationship with us,
but also inviting those who we are training to be around us. This gives them access
and permission to be with you.
Jesus’ Invitations: Matthew 4:19-20; Mark 1:17-18; John 1:35-42

- Challenge: We need to intentionally and consistently be challenging others to change
—to live the victorious Christian life—especially those who respond to our invitation.
Basic challenges can be “open ended” to different groups, but the high pressure
challenges that lead to real life change need to be given within the discipleship
relationship because it is more personal, the permission for such challenges is already
given, and the structure of accountability is setup to help it get accomplished.
Jesus’ Challenges: Matthew 10:38; 16:21-26; 23:1; Mark 8:34-37; Luke 9:23-25; 14:25-27; John 15:1-11

- Training: We need to intentionally and consistently be training others to accomplish the
challenges we challenge them with. We must be fluent in the area we are challenging
others about if we are to train them by example and through our teaching. In other
words, we have to be living the victorious Christian life to be able to train others in it.
Thus, every challenge must be backed by the promise of our help to make them
successful at accomplishing it.
Jesus’ Training: Matthew 5:1; 10:7-10; Mark 4:33-34; 6:7-9; Luke 9:1-4

We Must Establish A Strategic Culture Of Discipleship
• An environment of discipleship is created by building a strategic culture. A culture of
discipleship is when our attitudes, actions and words all work towards the achievement of
discipleship. It is within this culture that others can “immerse” themselves into and learn
by experiencing discipleship. Thus, discipleship is not viewed as just taking a class
(learning information) or apprenticeship (learning skills), but as an entire way of life full of
shared discipleship characteristics where people can “intentionally” and “intuitively” learn
how to be a disciple of Jesus and how to train others to be disciples of Jesus. We refer to
this as “strategically doing life together.” It is using everyday life to its fullest potential. As
we do this we can remember to be strategic about the following three areas:
Jesus’ Strategy: Mark 3:7-19; Acts 4:13
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- Strategic Relationships: One person can’t disciple everyone, but everyone can
disciple someone. Our disciples will have more access into our lives than others do.
We strategically give them more time. They have access into our everyday lives and
we strategically use this time to invite, challenge and train them in all areas, whether
formal or informal. Jesus ate with, traveled with, did ministry with His disciples, etc.
Jesus’ Disciples: Matthew 10:2-4; Luke 6:12-16

- Strategic Influence: Our training includes three key components. First, the trainer
expounds knowledge through instruction (teach them how to do it). The trainee listens,
contemplates, ask questions, talks about it and learns. Second, the trainer encourages
emulation to cultivate ability (show them how to do it). The trainee imitates, mirrors, and
does things just like their trainer until they are proficient. Thirdly, the trainer empowers
confidence to bear responsibility and make decisions (allow them to do it). The trainee
has the freedom to independently make plans and take action but is held accountable.
Thus, that pattern is simple: (1) You serve—the disciples watch and learn. (2) You and
the disciples both serve. (3) The disciples serve—you encourage and advise.
Jesus’ Influence: (1) Luke 6:28; 9:18; 10:2 (2) Luke 9:28; 11:1-4; (3) John 14:12; Acts 1:24; 4:31; 6:6

- Strategic Growth: There needs to be growth in the following three relationships: (1) the
disciple and their relationship with God—eagerness in their devotion to God. (2) the
disciple and their relationship with the church—edification in the local community of
believers. (3) the disciple and their relationship with unbelievers—engagement in
reaching the lost.
Jesus’ Focuses: (1) Matthew 16:13-16; (2) Matthew 16:17-18; (3) Matthew 16:19; 28:16-20

We Must Love One Another Like Jesus Loved His Disciples
• An environment of discipleship is created by loving one another like Jesus loved His
disciples. This kind of environment allows your disciples to thrive. This creates an
environment of influence (not dictatorship). Thus, training disciples in an environment of
love should have the following characteristics:
Matthew 20:28; John 13:34-35; 15:12-17; 1 Corinthians 13:4-6

- Trust and Commitment—Discipleship requires that we trust the other person and be
committed to the training process.
Proverbs 11:14; 31:11-12; 1 Corinthians 13:7

- Grace and Mercy—Discipleship requires that we extend grace and show mercy when
the other person messes up or when conflicts arise.
Luke 6:36-38; Ephesians 4:29

- Humility and Submission—Discipleship requires that we humble ourselves and submit
to one another for our mutual benefit and to be able to serve one another.
Ephesians 5:21; Philippians 2:1-11

- Encouragement and Affirmation—Discipleship requires that we encourage others in
the Lord and affirm their importance in Christ and as they produce spiritual fruit.
1 Thessalonians 5:11; 2 Timothy 1:3-4

- Accountability and Transparency—Discipleship requires that we hold each other
accountable and live transparent lives so that we can experience true growth.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Luke 17:3-4; Galatians 6:1-5

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What are the three areas we need to be intentional about?
What is a strategic culture of discipleship?
What is the strategic focus of discipleship?
We must do what to one another like Jesus did?
What characteristics does an environment of love have?
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20. How Do We Live For Discipleship?
We live for discipleship by being the spiritual example that our disciples need. This means
that we are committed to seeing not only ourselves, but our disciples spiritually
transformed. To do this we should be committed to practicing spiritual disciplines and
spiritual training until they are spiritually mature.

Live A Life Committed To Spiritual Transformation
• The purpose of discipleship is to “produce maturing and sanctifying disciples of Jesus”
and this results in spiritual transformation or godliness. This is a training process that
includes refusing or avoiding the godless way of life (false teachings) and exercising or
training ourselves to be godly (right teachings). Godliness is profitable unto all things.
Godliness is to have the right attitudes, actions and beliefs. This is a painful process of
hard work, but we know that it is worth it because we trust in the living God, we want to
become like Him, and we want to please Him.
1 Timothy 4:7-10

• Thus, discipleship includes living a life committed to spiritual transformation, for ourselves
and our disciples. That means we desire to be conformed to the image of Jesus and not
conformed to this world. This results in making us spiritually mature and being throughly
equipped for all good works. But it takes great effort and training in spiritual disciplines.
Transformation: Romans 8:29; 12:2; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 4:16; Galatians 4:19; Purpose: 2 Timothy 3:17

Live A Life Committed To Spiritual Disciplines
• Spiritual disciplines are important because, through the work of the Holy Spirit, they help
us to be spiritually transformed. They help us to focus our lives on growing spiritually. We
can’t just live normal lives and expect transformation to happen. We have to carve out
time to purposefully practice spiritual disciplines. Just like intentional bodily exercise
helps a person to build a healthy body, the Bible says, we are to “exercise” unto
godliness—meaning that through consistent instruction, practice, and application we can
develop godly behavior. Below are some (but not all) spiritual disciplines:
It takes Effort: 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 2 Corinthians 11:23-29; Philippians 3:12-14; Colossians 1:29; 2 Timothy 2:1-7

- Disciplines of Bible Study: (1) Bible Reading and Listening—to look at or hear and
comprehend the Scriptures so that you can know more about God, to know His will,
and to know how to properly obey God. (2) Bible Truth Meditation—to focus our mind
on Bible truth and to think deeply and over a long period of time about it in such a way
that it helps us change the way we think, to worship God or to have a greater
understanding of truth and its applications. (3) Bible Verse Memorization—to commit
verses of the Bible to memory so that God’s Word becomes part of who we are and it
can be brought to memory when needed and the Holy Spirit can use it.
(1) 2 Timothy 3:16; 1 Timothy 4:6; (2) Psalm 1:1-3; (3) Psalm 119:9, 11; Colossians 3:16

- Disciplines of the Christian Life: (4) Prayer in Jesus’ Name—to boldly talk to, confess,
request of, and thank God continually and directly because of the access that we have
through Jesus. (5) Worship and Praise—to reverently express adoration and
admiration to God. Thus we are to fill our heart, soul, and minds with the goodness of
God and respond to His wonderfulness in words, actions and attitudes of praise. This
is often done in song, journaling and prayer. (6) Evangelizing the Lost—to give the
good news of Jesus to those who don’t know it. This is being directly involved in God’s
Kingdom work and advancing it. (7) Serving Others—to help or do good to others with
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the focus on serving God and not man. It helps us to not focus on ourselves but to
humbly put others before ourselves and show the love of God to them, expecting
nothing in return. (8) Faithful Stewardship—to be frugal and prudent with our wealth
(money and possessions) to use it for God’s kingdom (not ours) and to excel at giving.
(9) Celebration and Joy—to take great pleasure and joy in God, His goodness to us
and to enjoy all the good things in life that He has given us. (10) Believer’s Fellowship
—to gather together with other believers in a local church for edification. Our faith is
meant to be lived out in community and relationships. This also includes confession
among fellow believers with whom you trust when necessary.
(4) 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; (5) Psalm 99:1-9; (6) Mark 16:15; (7) Galatians 5:13; (8) 1 Timothy 6:6-11; (9) Ezra 6:15-16;
(10) Hebrews 10:24-25

- Disciplines of Self-denial: (11) Fasting—to go without food for a specific period of time
to focus on depending on God; to show that He is the greatest substance in our life; to
train and learn self-control which helps us overcome sin; to find joy in God not food or
earthly things. One can also abstain from others things (such as sex), or make certain
sacrifices to accomplish this. (12) Solitude and Silence—to deny self “social
interaction” and “the busyness of noise” to find rest in God. We need times to be
alone, away from the chaos, so we can hear ourselves think and to focus on God and
be refreshed. We need times to be away from all the noise and problems of life and to
think on God. We need uninterrupted times of us and God—this also helps us clearly
see our sinfulness and the need of repentance.
(11) Matthew 6:16-18; (12) Psalm 46:10

• All of our spiritual disciplines are not to be done in a manner that displays our goodness
in doing them and draws attention to ourselves—meaning we are not to do any of these
for the praise of men. Such disciplines are to be done in secret—meaning we are doing
them in obedience to God and He decides if they are to be known or not. This is the true
test of spiritual disciplines—will we faithfully do them if no one else notices? (Note: It is not
that we should hide them from other people knowing, but we shouldn’t be doing them for
others’ approval and praise.)
Matthew 5:14-16; 6:1-18

Live A Life Committed To Spiritual Training
• Training to create godly habits. We are to train ourselves and our disciples in spiritual
disciplines until the disciplines become a normal pattern of life or healthy spiritual habits.
It is only through spiritual training that we can accomplish spiritual transformation. Every
believer should be growing spiritually and eventually they ought to be teaching others.
Galatians 6:9; Hebrews 5:14; 12:11; 1 Peter 3:15

• Thus, discipleship includes living a life committed to spiritually training your disciples in
spiritual disciplines until they are spiritual transformed. They need to see it modeled and
not just told to do it. The principle is: “it is more caught than taught”—meaning that the
disciplines are passed on from one believer to other believers by example. We are
committed to the process of discipline through training until our disciples learn it enough
to carry out the process themselves.

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is spiritual transformation?
Why are spiritual disciplines important?
What are some of the disciplines?
What does it mean that disciplines are to be done in secret?
What is spiritual training?
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Christian Persecution
Enduring In The Faith
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Christian Persecution
Enduring In The Faith
About These Lessons
Persecution is a doctrine throughout the entire Bible that has been greatly neglected,
because at its core is a promise to anyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus,
that they will suffer persecution. Thus, this is an uncomfortable topic to teach about, but it is
unavoidable if we are to teach the whole of Scripture. It is also necessary because as we
live for Jesus, we need to know how to properly respond to it so that fear does not paralyze
our witness or mission. In these lessons, we want to help you understand what these truths
are so that you can know how to boldly face persecution as a follower of Jesus.

Lessons 21-30
This set of ten lessons is designed to help you understand, expect, and endure
persecution. These lessons are what we consider to be the basic understanding of
Christian persecution. These lessons will hopefully help you to boldly follow Jesus no matter
the cost. These lessons include:
21. What Is The Biblical Framework For Persecution? (The Foundation Of Persecution)
22. What Should Define Biblical Persecution? (The Reasons Of Persecution)
23. Who Is Promised To Be Persecuted? (The Inevitability Of Persecution)
24. Where Is Our Loyalty In The Face Of Persecution? (The Allegiance Of Persecution)
25. How Can We Be Bold In The Face Of Persecution? (The Attitude Of Persecution)
26. How Can We Go Forward In The Face Of Persecution? (The Endurance Of Persecution)
27. How Do We Prepare For Persecution? (The Foresight Of Persecution)
28. How Do We Respond To Persecution? (The Hindsight Of Persecution)
29. How Do We Endure The Persecuted Life? (The Rewards Of Persecution)
30. How Do We Help Fellow Believers Being Persecuted? (The Empathy Of Persecution)

Structure Of The Lessons
Each lesson has a main truth, a simple outline that supports it, Bible references under many
of the points, and review questions at the end. These lessons are best used when a mature
believer is able to guide you through them, studying one lesson per session.
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21. What Is The Biblical Framework For Persecution?
The Biblical framework for persecution starts at the foundation: the wicked persecute the
righteous. From the fall of man until now, the wicked have been attacking the righteous.
They persecuted and killed Jesus, the Righteous One, and they will continue to persecute
His church, but it will never be defeated because Jesus has already secured the victory.

The Foundation: The Wicked Persecutes The Righteous
• Foundation: In the beginning God creates mankind. He creates mankind in His image.
They were created good and innocent. But He gave them a single command to obey.
They had a free choice to obey or disobey God. Mankind chose to disobey God. Mankind
was separated from God and was sent out of the garden. Sin, death, and evil entered into
the world and was passed upon all people. Thus, mankind was living in a wicked world
where there is a divide between two competing “families”—the family of God and the
family of Satan. But God promised to defeat Satan and his followers (unbelievers) through
the offspring of the woman (Jesus). But this doesn’t come without persecution, because
although Jesus will crush Satan’s head (eternal damnation), Satan will strike His heel
(suffering). From this point forward, Satan and his family desired to persecute God and
His family (believers).
Genesis 1:1, 27, 31; 2:8, 17; 3:6, 15, 24; Romans 5:12; John 8:39-47; 1 John 3:8

• History: Thus, as we study the Bible we should see this struggle between these two
“families”—it is the attack of the wicked against the righteous. And this is exactly what we
find from the Old Testament throughout the New Testament. This truth is highlighted when
Jesus was calling out the scribes and Pharisees for their hypocrisy. They were saying
they wouldn’t persecuted God’s family, but they were actually already scheming to kill
Jesus. In fact, they were the children of those who murdered the prophets and stoned the
people that were sent to Jerusalem. Jesus names the first and last martyrs of the Old
Testament and says there was even more “righteous blood shed upon the earth” in
between these two. Below are examples of persecution that Jesus was referring to.
Matthew 23:29-39

- “The blood of righteous Abel” (Cain kills Abel)—After the fall of mankind, we see the
first instance of the wicked attacking the righteous. Abel brought “of the firstlings of his
flock and of the fat thereof” as an offering unto the Lord, but Cain brought some
produce as an offering unto the Lord. Their different offerings symbolize different heart
attitudes towards God. Thus, God only accepted Abel’s offering and rejects Cain’s
offering. Abel’s actions were righteous and Cain’s wicked, thus He attacked and killed
his brother. Abel was murdered for righteously obeying God.
Genesis 4:1-12; 1 John 3:12

- In-between examples—In the Old Testament we have other examples of martyrdom

and persecution against the prophets, priest and the people of God: (1) The slaying of
the 85 priest; (2) David; (3) Jezebel cut off the prophets; (4) Elijah; (5) Prophets killed;
(6) Elisha; (7) Hanani; (8) Micaiah; (9) Zechariah is stoned to death; (10) Mordecai and
the Jews; (11) Jeremiah; (12) Urijah; (13) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; (14)
Daniel in the lion’s den; (15) Amos.
Luke 11:50-51; (1) 1 Samuel 22:1-23; (2) Psalm 38:20; (3) 1 Kings 18:3-4; Revelation 2:20; (4) 1 Kings 18:10-19:4; (5) 1
Kings 19:10,14; (6) 2 Kings 6:31; (7) 2 Chronicles 16:7-10; (8) 1 Kings 22: 5-6; 22:23-27; 2 Chronicles 18:12-26; (9) 2
Chronicles 24:20-22; (10) Ester 3:1-12; 5:14; (11) Jeremiah 1:19; 11:18-23; 15:15; 17:18; 20:1-3, 7-11; 37:15-16; 38:4-6;
(12) Jeremiah 26:20-23; (13) Daniel 3:1-30; (14) Daniel 6:1-28; (15) Amos 7:10-12

- “The blood of Zacharias son of Barachias”—By the end of the Old Testament, we have
a prophet who declares God’s word and was murdered (probably stoned) between the
temple and the altar. Zacharias was murdered for righteously obeying God.
2 Chronicles 24:20-22 (“Zechariah the son of Jehoiada”—might be this person, but we aren’t sure, but really similar)

• Continuation: Then Jesus prophesies saying that He will send “prophets, and wise men,
and scribes” unto them, but that they would also “kill and crucify” some of them,
“scourge” some of them in their synagogues and “persecute them from city to city”. Thus,
persecution wasn’t going to just be something that happened in the Old Testament but it
was going to continue into the New Testament. John the Baptist would be the first martyr
of the New Testament. Jesus would be the first martyr of the church.
Matthew 23:34; John the Baptist: Matthew 14:1-12; Jesus: Matthew 27:32-56
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Jesus, The Righteous One, Was Persecuted And Killed
• Jesus exemplified that a righteous life would be persecuted by the wicked. Jesus not only
prophesied continuing persecution for God’s people, but as the Righteous One, He
exemplified what it meant to bear persecution and eventually death for righteousness
sake. He was plotted against, betrayed, denied, interrogated, mocked, on trail, and finally
murdered on the cross. He became the first martyr of the church.
Luke 9:21-22; 24:44-49; Acts 3:13-15; 7:51-53; Romans 15:3; Ephesians 5:25; (Jesus’ persecutions: Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16;
47-56; 58, 69-75; 27:1-31; 27:35-38; Conspiracy to kill Jesus: Mark 3:6; 11:15-18; Luke 4:28-30; John 5:16; Jesus’ Suffering
had a purpose: 1 Peter 2:24-25)

• Jesus expected His followers to deny themselves, take up their cross daily, and follow
Him. Not only did Jesus exemplify what bearing persecution looks like, but foretold that
everyone who becomes His disciples will also have to bear the persecuted life—because
we are followers of the Righteous One and the wicked are still persecuting the righteous
until the final day. Afflictions, trials, and persecutions are part of the Christian life and can
be expected in a disciple of Christ just as evident as it was in the life of Christ.
Luke 9:23-27; 21:12; (Even persecution from family: Matthew 10:34-39; Psalm 27:10)

The Church Will Always Be Persecuted, But Never Defeated
• Inception: In the first mention of the church, the church is described as a “persecuted but
victorious church”. Jesus says that He will build His church and the gates of hell will not
prevail against it. Thus, in a sense, Jesus is saying that the church will be attacked by the
wicked, but none of these attacks will overcome it—even the worst of attacks “the gates
of hell” (murder, death, martyrdom). The “gates of hell” resemble the place that holds the
human soul prisoner at death. This means that the “power of death” will not overpower the
church. Death is strong, its gates hold the dead within and people do not come back from
it. But Jesus will overcome death by His resurrection from the dead and pave the way for
all members of the church to do the same. Thus, Jesus is the church’s Foundation,
Builder, Owner, Victor and He declares that even though His church will be persecuted,
He will triumphantly build His church in this world—it will never be overpowered or cease
to exist because of persecution or martyrdom.
Matthew 16:18; 1 John 4:4

• Established: After the local church was started and established they went forward fulfilling
the great commission by making disciples of all nations—and they also started to be
persecuted. After Jesus, Stephen would become the next person in the church to be
martyred—he was the first martyr of the disciples (Christians). James was the first
martyred among the apostles. Peter and Paul were also two notable men who were
persecuted in the New Testament Church. Thus, persecution and suffering is part of
God’s plan to accomplish His will in evangelizing the world with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Acts 7:54-60; 14:22; Stephen: Acts 6:8-7:60; James: Acts 12:1-2; Peter: Acts 12:3-5; Paul: 1 Corinthians 4:11-13; 2
Corinthians 11:23-28

• Victorious: Jesus didn’t want them to worry or live in fear but to have peace. Even though
in this wicked world believers and the church will have tribulation, we are to be of “good
cheer”—meaning to have confidence in Jesus because He has “overcome the world”.
God has given us the victory through Jesus’ death and resurrection.
John 16:33; Romans 5:17; 1 Corinthians 15:56-58; 2 Corinthians 5:21

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is the foundational principle of persecution?
What is the basic history of persecution in the Bible?
Does persecution continue in the New Testament? Why?
Who is the Righteous One? What happened to Him?
Will the church be persecuted and defeated? Why?
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22. What Should Define Biblical Persecution?
Biblical persecution is defined by aggression and mistreatment of God’s people because of
their identification with God, proclamation about God, and submission to God. But today,
we are ultimately persecuted for the sake of Jesus’ name. This means that Jesus is the
provocateur of the persecution we receive, because we identify with Him, proclaim Him and
submit to Him. Thus, we rejoice if we are counted worthy to suffer shame for Jesus’ name.
Acts 5:41

Defining Biblical Persecution
• What is “Biblical persecution”? Persecution in its simplest form is: the wicked attacking
the righteous. More specifically, it is: any hostility, harm, harassment, death or any other
ill-treatment towards believers because of their identification, proclamation, and
submission in relation to God or His Son Jesus.

- Identification—to identify with, associated with and embrace Jesus and God’s people.
Some will be persecuted for: believing in Jesus; associating with the local church;
publicly acknowledging their allegiance to Jesus above all else.

- Proclamation—to proclaim, preach, and teach the gospel of Jesus and the Word of
God. Some will be persecuted for: sharing the gospel with others; teaching the truths
of the Bible; declaring “Thus saith the Lord” even when it is anti-cultural.

- Submission—to submit, obey, and yield to the teachings of Jesus (thus becoming like
Him and imitating Him) and submitting to the will of God above all else. Some will be
persecuted for: their righteous works; obeying the will of God as revealed in the Bible;
submitting to the authority of God over the authority of man.
• How will believers be persecuted? Jesus gives His disciples some examples of
persecution that they can expect. We can be expected to be hated. Some believers will
be betrayed by those closest to them (parents, brothers, sisters, relatives and friends)
and might even be betrayed by all of them at the same time. They will persecute us by
laying hands on us, delivering us up the authorities, putting us in prison, bringing us
before kings and rulers and even putting us to death. Other types of persecution seen
through the Bible include: beating, stoning, insults, slander, mocking, financial pressure,
hard labour, ostracism, intimidation, threats, imprisonment, exile, and martyrdom.
Luke 21:12, 16-19; John 9:22; Acts 4:21, 29; 14:19; Revelation 1:9

• What is the purpose of persecution? (1) For those who persecute believers, they want to
destroy the spread of the gospel, stop people from believing in and following Jesus or
they want to cause believers to renounce their faith in Jesus. (2) For those who are the
persecuted believers, it allows us to identify with Jesus (meaning we are treated like Him
because we are genuine followers of His), it gives us a special opportunity to be a
witness, and it produces characteristics in our life that help in our spiritual transformation.
John 15:20-27; Luke 21:12-15; Romans 5:1-5; 2 Corinthians 4:11; 12:10

Defining The Cause Of Persecution
• Jesus is the cause of persecution—meaning that ultimately persecution is because of our
relationship with Jesus. He is the ultimate and underlying reason for persecution. Jesus
told His disciples they would be persecuted and hated for “His name’s sake”.
Matthew 10:22; 24:9; Mark 13:13; Luke 21:12, 17; John 15:18-21; 1 Peter 4:14; Acts 9:16; Romans 8:36
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• Jesus suffered for us, leaving us an example to follow. We are “called” to follow in Jesus’
steps. To believe in Jesus is to know Him. To know Jesus is to identify with Him. To identify
with Jesus means to act like Him—thus opening the door to be treated in the same
manner that He was by this wicked world. Thus, we can know “the fellowship of His
sufferings”. We are “joint-heirs with Christ”—meaning that we will receive the same
inheritance—to be glorified together, but before that, we will “suffer with Him”.
Romans 8:17-18; Philippians 3:8-11; 1 Peter 2:19-21; 4:13

• Jesus is the reason we are wiling to suffer persecution. Persecution isn’t something that
we seek out but it is a natural result of following Jesus. Thus, our allegiance to Jesus
means that we are willing to suffer persecution for Him. Paul also exemplified this saying
that he was ready not only to be imprisoned but to even die “for the name of the Lord
Jesus”. Are we ready to suffer for Jesus? To what degree are we called to suffer on the
behalf of Christ? Paul tells the Philippians, they were called to suffer for Jesus, “Having
the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.” They probably had
heard how Paul and Silas had been seized, dragged before the authorities, attacked,
beaten and thrown into jail. Today, we know all of Paul’s persecutions and sufferings.
Thus, we should be willing to suffer any type of persecution, even death, for Jesus’ sake.
Acts 16:19-40; 21:10-14; Philippians 1:30; Paul’s Persecutions: 1 Corinthians 4:11-13; 2 Corinthians 11:23-28

Clarifying Confusion About Persecution
• Persecution is suffering, but not all suffering is persecution. Thus, there is a limit on what
can be considered Biblical persecution. Consider the following: (1) Mankind lives in a
fallen world and as such there is suffering that believers will have to endure, not because
of their faith in Jesus or obedience to God but just because of the natural consequence of
the fall. (2) Mankind sins and sin has consequences. Peter tells us not to suffer because
of wrongdoings but for our right-doings—being a Christian. (3) Persecution is not
punishment for sin.
1 Peter 2:20; 4:15-16

• When we talk about Biblical persecution, we are not talking about human rights or what
many consider to be “grey area issues” (believers will apply these areas differently), but
instead we are talking about the clear and unchanging mandates of the will of God with a
focus on the current mandates given to the New Testament church.
• “Direct persecution” means the reason for the suffering is very clearly expressed by the
person doing the persecution. “Indirect persecution” means the reason for the suffering
isn’t very clearly expressed by the person doing the persecution, but the reason for the
person being persecuted is still within the acceptable definition of Biblical persecution.
For example: Paul and Silas cast a demon out of a salve girl and when her owners saw
that the hope of their gains was gone they seized them, brought them before the
authorities where they were beat and cast into prison.
Acts 16:16-40

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What are the three reason why believers are persecuted?
What are some ways believers could be persecuted?
What is the purpose of persecution for both sides?
Who is the provocateur of persecution?
Is all suffering persecution? Why?
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23. Who Is Promised To Be Persecuted?
There is a promise for everyone who will live godly in Christ Jesus to suffer persecution.
Everyone involved in preaching the gospel will suffer persecution. All believers can expect
to suffer persecution because Jesus died to redeem us from the curse of the law but not
from the cross—which means suffering for Jesus’ sake

Everyone Who Will Live Godly In Christ Jesus
• Paul’s Prescription: After Paul recounts to his disciple Timothy how Jesus had delivered
him from certain persecutions and afflictions, he tells him that, “Yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” Thus, Paul was saying they every believer
can expect to suffer some degree of persecution, because every genuine believer should
be striving to live godly lives in Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 3:10-13

- “In Christ Jesus”—To be “in Christ” means that you have repented of your sins and put
your faith in Jesus. You are identifying, associating, affiliating, uniting and standing
with Jesus and all that He stands for. We have a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ and we love Him, believe in Him, and rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory.
1 Peter 1:3-9

- “Live godly”—Godliness is to have the right attitudes, actions and beliefs. It means
that we are living out our faith according to the will of God in all areas: doctrine,
manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, and patience. Our manner of life is
characterized by seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
1 Timothy 4:7-10; Matthew 6:33

• Suffering for Jesus is part of God’s will for the life of every believer. Paul says that God
has graciously given to us that, “In the behalf of Christ” or for the sake of Christ we should
“not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake”. This means that not only has
God given us the ability and opportunity to believe in Him, but He has also given us the
ability and opportunity to suffer for Him. Suffering for Jesus is part of God’s plan for us.
Philippians 1:29

Everyone That Is Sent Forth To Preach The Gospel
• Paul’s Example: Before Paul told Timothy the prescription for persecution, He recounted
His own personal experiences with persecution. Thus, he exemplified what it looked like
to suffer persecution for living godly in Christ Jesus. Paul was a man that lived on mission.
When he was at Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra he endured persecutions and afflictions.
The one common denominator that Paul had in each of those cities where he was
persecuted was “preaching the gospel”. Thus, one aspect of “living godly in Christ Jesus”
is to be preaching the message of Jesus.
2 Timothy 3:10-11; (Antioch: Acts 13:14-45; Iconium: Acts 14:1-5; Lystra: Acts 14:6-19)

• Jesus’ Warning: As Jesus sent out His disciples on their first preaching mission, He tells
them that He is sending them out “as sheep in the midst of wolves”. The disciple easily
understood what this meant. In this scenario the sheep is the one in danger. Wolves
attack sheep. Wolves kill sheep. Wolves eat sheep. His disciples already have
determined enemies. They are being sent on a mission in a dangerous environment.
Matthew 10:5-7; 16-17

• The Disciples’ Example: The gospel is made up of words and these words have to be
spoken. As we speak these words, some will believe and their lives will be forever
changed, but others will retaliate against us. This is what happened as the disciples and
church was on mission in the book of Acts. They taught the people and preached through
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Jesus the resurrection from the dead. They taught in the name of Jesus. They stood in the
temple and taught the people. They filled Jerusalem with their doctrine. They preached
Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. They preached the gospel boldly in
different cities in the name of Jesus. They stood up in the crowds and congregations and
spoke boldly in the Lord. They reasoned with people out of the scriptures, opening and
alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that
this Jesus, whom they preach unto them, is Christ. They turned the world upside down.
Acts 4:1-4; 17-31; 5:17-42; 6:8-7:60; 9:20-29; 9:29-31; 13:14-52; 14:1-6; 14:19-22; 17:1-9; 21:26-40; 23:12

• The Church: There was great persecution against the church at Jerusalem that caused
the people to scatter and Christians were being taken out of their house and being put
into prison because they were the church of the Lord Jesus Christ and preached in His
name. Thus, they were scattered everywhere and used the opportunity to spread the
gospel everywhere. (Stephen is connected to this church.)
Acts 8:1-4

Jesus Died To Redeem Us From The Curse But Not The Cross
Curse: Galatians 3:13; Colossians 2:14-15; Cross: Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23

• Jesus died to redeem us from the curse of the law but not from the cross—meaning
suffering for Jesus’ sake. But what does it mean if you are a believer and you haven’t
suffered any persecution? First, know that everyone person will experience differing kinds
of persecution—some will be mocked and others will be jailed. So just because you
haven’t been persecuted in the same manner as someone else doesn’t necessarily mean
anything. Second, you need to ask some questions: (1) Are you “in Christ”? (2) Are you
living godly? (3) Are you preaching the gospel?
• Are you willing to be persecuted for Jesus’ sake? If not, maybe you need to be reminded
of the following two warnings in the Bible:

- The Stony Places: The Word of the kingdom goes forth and a person hears it and
receives it joyfully without hesitation but it doesn’t take root and thus it can only last
temporarily. When tribulation and persecution (times of testing) come about because
of the Word of the kingdom, this person just as quickly is offended by it and rejects it.
He does not care to take up his cross and follow Christ anymore. Heaven sounded
good but persecution doesn’t is his attitude. Your faithfulness during persecution will
tell what kind of ground you are.
Matthew 13:5-6, 20-21

- False Teachers: Paul reviews the problem of the hypocritical false teachers in the midst
of the Galatian churches. They are teaching them to be circumcised as a requirement
for salvation with the motivation to live comfortable lives that avoid persecution from
those who find “the cross of Christ” intolerant and offensive. False teachers avoid
persecution instead of being loyal and embracing the suffering for Jesus.
Galatians 6:12; 1 Corinthians 1:18

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What is Paul’s prescription?
Is suffering for Jesus part of God’s will for the life of every believer? Why?
What was the one common denominator that Paul had for being persecuted?
What was Jesus’ warning?
What are some question you need to ask if you aren’t suffering for Jesus’ sake?
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24. Where Is Our Loyalty In The Face Of Persecution?
Our loyalty in the face of persecution is in Jesus. He is the ultimate authority in our lives. As
believers, we pledge our allegiance to Him above all else and strive to remain loyal to Him
in all situations—even the hard ones, in spite of the outcome.

Believers Know That Jesus Wields The Ultimate Authority
• All Power: As believers we live out our lives and fulfill God’s mission in this world under
His authority. Jesus’ authority supersedes all other authority structures and governments.
After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to the disciples and told them that, “All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth”—absolute and sovereign authority. From
this position of authority, He commanded them to go into the world and make disciples of
all nations. Thus, the church has been God’s active witness in the world since then. And
since then, as they have fulfilled this command, Jesus has gone with them, and will
continue to do so through the entire process until the end of the world.
Matthew 28:18-20; John 20:19-23

• Counting the cost: Thus, as the church goes forth in their local communities and sends
missionaries around the world making disciples, there will be individuals, communities,
governments, and nations that reject Jesus’ authority and persecute those who come in
His name. But we have a declaration from the King of kings and the Lord of lords to go
forth into every part of the world where there are people to reach with the gospel of Jesus
—there is no where we can’t go carrying the good news. But this will come at a cost
because even though all people need the gospel, they aren’t always welcoming to it.
Thus, to obey the command of Jesus we have to be willing to endure persecution if
necessary. We have to take risks. For example: God tells His prophet to go into a land
with a hostile government. He gave him a specific duty to do (sacrifice) for his protection
against the government (undercover) in order to carry out his ultimate mission (anointing).
So the choice is left to the believers: obey God and possibly suffer persecution because
of it or disobey God.
1 Samuel 16:1-13

• The Apostles’ Example: The Jewish leaders questioned Peter and John, saying: “By what
power, or by what name, have ye done this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, told
them very clearly that His authority was “by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” and He
continued to tell them that, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” They understood
that they were going in the authority of Jesus, were eager to declare He was the ultimate
authority and willing to suffer for it if need be.
Acts 4:1-12

Believers Pledge Their Allegiance To Jesus Above All Else
• Believers pledge their allegiance to God over man to fulfill His mandate. When the Jewish
leaders saw the boldness of Peter and John they commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus so that it wouldn’t spread further among the people. They had
to choose who to obey: God or man? They responded by saying they, “Cannot but speak
the things which we have seen and heard.” They were released and continued to speak
the word of God with boldness. Then as the apostles were doing many signs, wonders
and teaching they were arrested again and asked, “Did not we straitly command you that
ye should not teach in this name?” Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said,
“We ought to obey God rather than men.”
Acts 4:13-31; 5:12-42

• Believers should obey the government but ultimately pledged their allegiance to Jesus.
God has ordained the authority of the government so that mankind will have order and be
protected from evildoers and their unjust causes. God has also ordained the authority of
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the government to be in accordance to His will. No government is autonomous, but they
are all under the sovereign rule of God. No government has the right to make a law that is
contrary to the commands of God. Therefore, if the government is carrying out the
function that God has established for them to do, we who are under their authority should
be subject to them (even though they are not perfect). Only when the authorities over us
are commanding us to do something that is contrary to what God has commanded or
prevents us from obeying God, should we choose not to obey.
Romans 13:1-4; Proverbs 21:1

Believers Exercise Abiding Loyalty In Hard Situations
• Our loyalty to Jesus will be tested. The wicked will test to see if we truly pledge our
allegiance to Him or if we will renounce Him. There are numerous situation in which this
can happen, but we are going to look at the following two Old Testament examples that
encourage us to exercise abiding loyalty in hard situations.

- Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego remained loyal to the true God when they were
commanded to worship an idol. King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold and
commanded all the people, nations, and languages to worship the idol when the music
was played. Whoever would not worship the idol when the music was played would be
cast into a burning fiery furnace within the same hour. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego only worshipped the true God, thus they refused to obey the kings order to
worship the idol. Instead, they made a very calculated risk and told the king that, “If it
be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us…”—meaning they believed that
God could deliver them from being persecuted. Then they said, “But if not, be it known
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods…”—meaning that even if God chose
not to deliver them from being persecuted they wouldn’t worship the false gods or
idols. The three men were cast into the fire but God did a miracle and delivered them.
This caused the King to repent and bless the true God.
Daniel 3:1-30

- Daniel remained loyal to praying to God even when it was made illegal. Certain
government officials were jealous of Daniel and tried to find something against Daniel
to tell the king, but they could find no fault, so they said, “We shall not find any
occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his
God.” They knew He was faithful and loyal to God. So they tricked the king into making
a law that would force Daniel to have to choose between his loyalties: the king or the
living God. Daniel remained loyal to God and was cast into the lion’s den because of it.
But God delivered Him and the king made a decree, that in every dominion of his
kingdom people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel.
Daniel 6:1-28

• Abiding loyalty means that we pledge our allegiance to Jesus even if we don’t know the
result. Every believer will receive different types and degrees of persecution. King Herod
arrested some who belonged to the church, planing to persecute them. He killed James
the brother of John with the sword. Then he proceeded further to take Peter also, but the
Lord had delivered him out of the prison. Why did God deliver Peter and not James? We
don’t know but both men exercised abiding loyalty to Jesus.
Acts12:1-17; Romans 1:16; (Another example, Jeremiah was delivered but Urijah was killed: Jeremiah 26:10-11, 20-24)

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What kind of authority does Jesus have?
Should believers obey God or man? Why?
What are the two Old Testament examples of “loyalty” being tested?
What were the different outcomes of James and Peter? Were both loyal?
Believers should pledge their loyalty to whom above all else?
54

Firm Foundations Four

25. How Can We Be Bold In The Face Of Persecution?
Boldness has the idea of speaking freely or outspoken, being daring and confident. It’s
characterized by expressing fearlessness in the face of danger. We are to pray for
boldness and depend on the Holy Spirit to empower us to stare into the face of fear as we
boldly speak the Word of His glorious grace, knowing that no matter what happens nothing
will separate us from the love of God.
Boldness: Proverbs 28:1; 30:30; Slothfulness: Proverbs 22:13; 26:13

Boldness Resides In Speaking, Confidence, And Fearlessness
• Boldness is the trait of being willing to take risks and being willing to be candid, sincere,
truthful, and forthright in our behavior (works, speech, attitude). In the New Testament
“boldness” is often connected with speaking. But in the book of Acts “boldness” is almost
always connected with “speaking and preaching” the Word of God. We learn two basic
and important applications: (1) It takes boldness to speak the word of God because there
is a risk of persecution for everyone that does. (2) It takes boldness to speak the Word of
God because we have to be honest and straightforward with people about their sinful
condition and their need to repent and believe in Jesus. Thus, to “be bold” means to
openly, clearly, and freely speak the Word of God in spite of prohibiting or unfavorable
circumstances (persecution, human law, etc).
John 7:26; Acts 4:13; 13:46; 18:26; 19:8

• Boldness is not only connected with “speaking” but it is also connected with
“confidence”. Confidence is the feeling and conviction of firm trust in someone or
something. Thus, the core of confidence is trust—to strongly rely on—but trust is only as
useful as its object—the person or thing you put your trust in. Thus, a person can boldly
speak about (“B”) because they have confidence in (“A”). For example, Paul, Timothy,
and Silas said, “We were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God”—
meaning they (“B”) dared to tell them the gospel of God in the face of strong opposition
and unfavorable circumstances because of (“A”) their confidence in God. Also, in the
book of Acts, sometimes when they were boldly speaking the Word of God, it also tells us
“in the name of whom” they spoke or who they had their confidence in to speak so openly
on the subject they did. Their confidence was in the Lord Jesus.
Hebrews 13:6; 1 Thessalonians 2:2; Acts 9:27, 29; 14:3

• Boldness is also characterized by “fearlessness”. Paul said that, “Many of the brethren in
the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without
fear.” Paul is saying that his boldness which led to persecution served to advance the
gospel. Everyone knew that he was in chains for Christ. His imprisonment caused the
believers to become confident in the Lord and bold to speak the Word of God without
fear. This verse not only connects boldness with speaking and confidence but it adds
“without fear” meaning the brethren were more daring. They were now more willing to take
risks. The verse evens says, “Much more bold”—meaning that they were overcoming their
fear. Fear is a natural reaction to danger, but as believers were are not called to react, but
act—take intended action as opposed to responding in an unintended manner.
Mark 15:43; Philippians 1:12-14; Colossians 4:3

Boldness Relies On Prayer And The Holy Spirit
John 15:18-16:33

• When Peter and John were released after being arrested, they returned to the other
believers and told them everything that happened. Then they lifted their voices together
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to God in prayer and thanksgiving. This prayer helps us understand that not only did they
have confidence in God and who He was, saying, “Lord, thou art God, which hast made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is,” but they relied on prayer and the
Holy Spirit for boldness.
Acts 4:23-31

- They prayed for boldness in the face of persecution—“Lord, behold their threatenings:
and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word”. We also
need to pray for boldness. Before and after persecution, we need to pray that God
would grant us the boldness need to faithfully proclaim His Word. We are to pray like
the believers in Acts and like Paul in Ephesians—that whenever we speak, words may
be given to us so that we will boldly open our mouths and fearlessly make known the
mystery of the gospel. Paul was an ambassador of the gospel in bonds because of the
gospel and he is asking that they pray that he may speak boldly, as he ought to speak.
Thus, we also need to pray that we may declare it fearlessly, as we should.
Ephesians 6:19-20

- They needed to be filled with the Holy Spirit to speak the word of God boldly—“they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.” We
also need to depend on the Holy Spirit for boldness. Confidently and fearlessly
speaking the gospel in the face of persecution is a work of the Holy Spirit. He
empowers us not only to boldly live out our faith but also to boldly speak forth the
gospel message even when that could mean potential danger for us.

Boldness Rests In The Love Of God
Romans 8:31-39

• We can be bold because: “If God be for us, who can be against us?” God was willing to
let His own Son, Jesus, die for us to redeem us. If we are in Christ, we know that God is
for us. If He gave us Jesus (the greatest gift), He will also graciously give us all things we
need (lesser gifts). He made us righteous, thus no on can bring a charge against us.
Jesus died, rose again and now He is interceding for us at the right hand of God, thus no
one can condemn us.
Exodus 3:11-12; Isaiah 41:10; Haggai 1:12-15

• We can be bold because: “Nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. We might have to endure persecution, tribulation,
hardships, famine, nakedness, danger, or the sword—but none of these things will
separate us from the love of Christ. We are to be convinced that neither death, life,
angels, principalities (demons, rulers), powers, things present, things to come, height,
depth, nor anything else in all of creation will be able to separate us from God’s love in
Christ. We are secured in His infinite, unchanging, incredible, and sacrificial love.
(Paul’s Persecutions: 1 Corinthians 4:11-13; 2 Corinthians 11:23-28)

• We can be bold because: “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
that loved us.” The scriptures says that, “For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” So even if they martyr us for Jesus’ sake, we
are never separated from or will loose God’s love. We have utterly defeated sin, death,
and evil through the love of God. We have the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Psalm 44:22; 1 Corinthians 15:57; Colossians 2:13-15; Ephesians 1:20-21; 1 John 4:4; 5:4

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What does it mean that boldness resides in speaking?
What does it mean that boldness resides in confidence?
What does it mean that boldness resides in fearlessness?
Boldness relies on what?
Boldness rests in what?
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26. How Can We Go Forward In The Face Of Persecution?
We can go forward in the face of persecution if we are “wise as serpents, and harmless as
doves”—which is a simple command for us to act properly when in hostile environments.
Also, we must be committed to ceaselessly preaching the gospel. Finally, we have to be
willing to go forward doing right regardless of what happens. Thus, as a result and in the
midst of persecution we will glorify God and fulfill His purposes and mission.

Go Forward In Wisdom And Harmlessness
• Jesus sent His disciples forth as sheep in the midst of wolves. In this scenario the sheep
is the one in danger—meaning that the persecution was imminent for the disciples. Jesus
knew that persecution was going to be a reality if they obeyed His command to go and
preach the Kingdom and He sent them anyway. Thus, the advice He is going to give them
wouldn’t mean they were to suspend their mission if they were persecuted or even at the
“chance” of being persecution. Ceasing to preach or speak in the face of persecution
was never intended, but His intention was to encourage them to “go forward,” but as they
did, they were to be “wise as serpents, and harmless as doves”.
Matthew 10:16; (Context: Matthew 10:1-42)

- “Wise as serpents”—in scripture, serpents are used both in a bad and good way. Here
we are told to have this good characteristic: wisdom. Snakes have to be wise because
they often live in hostile environments (not many people like them). The first aspect of
this wisdom is being shrewd and having a sharp sense of judgement. They pay
attention, are watchful and careful. The second aspect of this “wisdom” it to cause the
disciples to keep from becoming “slothful” out of the timid, cautious and circumspect
characteristics that come when facing danger. Thus, in the same way, we need to have
this sense of wisdom as we face persecution.
(Compare to prudence: Proverbs 12:16, 23; 13:16; 14:8, 15, 18; 15:5; 16:21; 18:15; 22:3; 27:12)

- “Harmless as doves”—doves have no real defense or offense. They don’t fight back
when attacked. They aren’t seeking to hurt others, take advantage of others, nor are
they attacking others. They easily put themselves in danger so that is seems silly or
stupid. A dove is vulnerable. It isn’t fearful nor does it hide. As a messenger of the
gospel “harm” shouldn’t be characteristic of who we are. Though people will mock,
hate and hurt us because of the gospel, we shouldn’t fight back. They might harm us,
but we don’t harm them. To apply this to our lives we have to understand that God
uses suffering for the advancement of the gospel. Our suffering is a testimony to the
grace of God.

Go Forward Ceaselessly Proclaiming The Gospel
• Go forward speaking the gospel and do not be silent. As believers we are sent forth
preaching the gospel and when we are persecuted for Jesus’ sake, we should continue
being witnesses to them. In the face of persecution we should always be proclaiming the
gospel message, and allow the Holy Spirit to speak through us. Jesus said to Paul in the
night by a vision, “Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace”. Also, after Paul was
arrested He used this opportunity to preach the gospel. Never cease preaching.
Matthew 10:18-20; Acts 18:9-11; 21:27-26:32

• Go forward speaking the gospel and if needed flee to another location. Jesus tells His
disciples that when people persecute them in a certain city they were allowed to flee to
another city. We should be aware and alert to the danger that could happen and if
needed move to another location as long as we keep on preaching the gospel. We are
permitted to leave a city because of persecution but we shouldn’t stop preaching the
gospel. Thus, the task is more important than the location—even if the location can’t be
changed.
Matthew 10:23
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• Go forward speaking the gospel and if persecuted keep speaking the gospel. Paul was
stoned and dragged out of the city and left there supposing he was dead. But when the
disciples stood round about him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he
and Barnabas left for Derbe and preached the gospel there. Even after being stoned and
left for dead, Paul was faithful to preaching the gospel.
Acts 14:19-23

Go Forward Doing Right Regardless Of What Happens
1 Peter 4:1-2

• Go forward obeying God even if persecution is inevitable. Paul was told by a prophet that
the Jews at Jerusalem would bind him and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles
when He went up to Jerusalem. When the believers heard this, they pleaded with Paul not
to go up to Jerusalem. But he would not be persuaded by them, saying, “What mean ye
to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” Finally, they said, “The will of the Lord be
done.” Paul was willing to go forward knowing that persecution was inevitable.
Acts 21:10-14

• Go forward serving God even if it is against the law. When Daniel knew that the writing
was signed (that said if anyone prayed to any god or man, except the king, during the
next thirty days they would be thrown into the lion’s den) he went into his house and
prayed just as he had done before the law was passed. He did what He had always
done: he prayed with his windows open toward Jerusalem in his upper room; he did this
three times each day—kneeling, praying and giving thanks before his God. He didn’t
allow fear to keep Him from obeying God even though it had become illegal.
Daniel 6:10; (Daniel’s obedience to prayer: 1 Kings 8:35-36; 44-50; Psalms 55:16-17)

• Go forward by faith and not fear. After spying out the land, Caleb stilled the people before
Moses and said, “Let us go up at once and posses it; for we are well able to overcome it”.
Then the other men that went up with Caleb to spy out the land disagreed with him and
said, “We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we”. The
other men were focused on the facts and looking at all the reasons why it couldn’t be
done. They had a list of fearful reasons. This caused them to fear and caused the children
of Israel to fear and doubt the promises of God. But Caleb had a mindset of faith. His
report wasn’t focused on the giants but on God. All the same conditions were true, all the
same giants were in the land just as the other men reported, but Caleb had faith that God
was going to bring the victory.
Numbers 13:30-31; 14:7-9, 14, 24; Examples of faith: Hebrews 11:23-28, 32-40

• Go forward assembling together with the local church and not forsaking it. Some of the
Hebrews were habitually abandoning and neglecting the local gathering of the church.
This was wrong. The reasons why some stopped assembling together isn’t given, but
whether it was because of persecution, the fear of gathering publicly and being identified
with Jesus and His church or another reason, they risked abandoning the faith over time
by not assembling. We assemble because we need to exhort (encourage) one another—
especially to: draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith; hold fast the profession
of our faith (hope) without wavering; and consider one another to provoke unto love and
to good works. Thus if we need this at normal times, how much more in times of
persecution and as we are living out His mission in this world. This is a nonnegotiable.
Hebrews 10:19-25; Matthew 12:30; Acts 2:42; 14:19-23 (Persecution in Hebrews 10:32-34; 12:3-4, 12-14; 13:3)

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

What was the environment like that Jesus was sending His disciples into?
What does being “wise as serpents” mean?
What does being “harmless as doves” mean?
What does ceaselessly proclaiming the gospel mean?
What are some principles of doing right regardless of what happens?
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27. How Do We Prepare For Persecution?
Before persecution we need to prepare our minds, emotions, hearts and intellect to be
ready for suffering and be in submission to the Bible. Also, we can be prepared by having a
“now” and “then” mindset—meaning that we need to practice these truths “now” and make
them a habitual part of our Christian lives so that they are natural actions we take when we
are persecuted “then”.

Prepare Your Minds, Emotions, Hearts And Intellect To Be Ready
1 Peter 3:13-17

• Prepare your mind to know that persecution is not fair but it can be a blessing. The moral
should be: the wicked is punished and the righteous is rewarded. Thus, the question
should be, “If we are eager to do good and be righteous who will harm us?” But we know
that this world’s morals are not aligned with God’s, so even if we do right there is a chance
for us to be persecuted. But even if we suffer for righteousness’ sake, we will be happy or
blessed—meaning that we are honored to be counted worthy to suffer for doing right or
for being identified with Jesus. It is God’s will that we do right, even if that means to suffer
for doing it. Therefore, “It is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing.”
• Prepare your emotions to not fear persecution. Fear is an emotion caused by the thought
or feeling of something dangerous or bad is going to happen. Fear can cause us to be
paralyzed in our ministry and witness for Jesus. But we are told not to fear. We are not to
fear them, their threats or their terror. We are not to let it troubled us—meaning the
anticipation, anxiety and distress of living the persecuted life should not hinder us.
Isaiah 8:12; Matthew 10:28, 31; Luke 12:7, 32; John 14:1; Acts 27:24; Philippians 1:14; 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 11:27; 13:6;
1 John 4:18; Revelation 2:10; (Fear Hinders: John 7:13; 9:22; 12:42-43; Galatians 2:12)

• Prepare your hearts to sanctify Jesus. The Bible says, “Sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts”—this means that we are to be dedicated and devoted to Jesus as the Lord of our
lives; it means to reverence, honor and trust in Him even in our most difficult situations
and persecutions; it means believing that He is in control and not the persecutors. Thus,
we are not to have fear of men, but to have a holy confidence in Jesus’ sovereignty.
Isaiah 8:13; Matthew 10:26-33; Luke 12:4-7

• Prepare your intellect to always to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks
us to give a reason of the hope that is in us. When we are persecuted, the opportunity to
be a witness for Jesus often comes suddenly and we need to be prepared to give a
defense to prove our belief is reasonable and right. We are to give this answer with
meekness (gentleness) and fear (respect), having a good and clear conscience (a holy
life before God) so that those who speak evil of us and falsely accuse our good behavior
in Christ may be put to shame—meaning their slander will be silenced and hopefully
cause them to consider the true nature of the gospel.
Examples of being ready to give an answer: Acts 22:1-21; 24:10-24; 26:1-29

Ways To Prepare “Now” For Handling Persecution “Then”
• Now: Expect persecution; Then: Don’t be caught off guard. Persecution and suffering as a
“Christian” is a normal part of following Jesus. Thus, we shouldn’t think that it is strange or
be surprised as though something weird was happening to us when we have to endure it.
Persecution is to be expected. Peter calls it a “fiery trial which is to try you”—meaning an
ordeal that causes agony and pain like a burning sensation causes. But persecution isn’t
just suffering, but it is suffering with a purpose. God allows us to be tried through it and it
builds our faith.
1 Peter 4:12
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• Now: Establish an attitude of joy; Then: Keep an attitude of joy. Believers are to rejoice
always and Peter also reminds us that inasmuch as we partake, share and participate in
the sufferings of Christ we are to rejoice. If we are suffering for Jesus then we are suffering
like He did—the righteous being persecuted by the wicked. If we rejoice in His sufferings,
then when Jesus’ glory is revealed—meaning at the “second coming”—we may be glad
also with exceeding joy. Our focus is on that victory that is in Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Peter 4:13; (Rejoice: Philippians 4:4; Partakers of Christ’s sufferings: Matthew 5:10-12; Galatians 6:17; Philippians 1:29;
3:10; Colossians 1:24)

• Now: Be filled with the Holy Spirit; Then: Sense God’s special blessing. Believers are to
be filled with the Holy Spirit and Peter also reminds us that if we are reproached, insulted
or harshly criticized “for the name of Christ,” then we are happy or blessed because “the
spirit of glory and of God rests upon us”—meaning that God’s presence is with
persecuted believers in a special way. Thus, through the Holy Spirit’s work in the believers
life, although the persecutors might be saying evil things about God, on the believers part
God is glorified.
1 Peter 4:14; (Be filled with the Spirit: Ephesians 5:18; For the name of Christ: Acts 4:12; 5:41; 9:15, 16; 15:26)

• Now: Unashamedly glorify God in everything; Then: Don’t be ashamed but glorify God. As
believers, we are to be living the victorious Christians life today and Peter also reminds us
we are to suffer “as a Christian”—meaning because of identifying with Jesus and obeying
the will of God. We shouldn’t be involved in activities that cause us to endure suffering if it
isn’t for the name of Christ, such as being a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a meddler
(“a busybody in other men’s matters”). When we suffer for the right reason, we have
nothing to be ashamed of (to feel guilt, embarrassment or remorse) but instead we are to
glorify God on this behalf—that we proudly bear the name of “Christian”. Know this, often
when someone persecutes us because of Jesus it verifies that we are following in His
footsteps. Thus, we need to glorify God for this.
1 Peter 4:15-16; (Not Ashamed: Romans 1:16; 5:5; 2 Timothy 1:12; Glorify God: 1 Corinthians 10:31)

• Now: Understand the temporal and eternal perspectives; Then: Remember trials are
temporal but God’s rewards are eternal. God judges His church (the house of God) for the
purpose of purifying and cleansing it. Persecution is a type of “examination” that refines
us and helps us grow. If God allows believers to be persecuted to help make us holy, then
how much worse will the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?—meaning that
even though enduring persecution here on this earth is hard, it far outweighs the eternal
punishment and damnation in the lake of fire that unbelievers will receive. But we will
receive eternal reward in God’s Kingdom with Jesus.
1 Peter 4:17-18; (Perspective: Proverbs 11:31; James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7; 5:9-11)

• Now: Commit your works unto the Lord and trust Him with all your heart; Then: Continue to
obey God’s will and entrust your life to Him. We are to commit to God our souls for our
care and protection. When we suffer according to the will of God, we are to commit our
entire lives to God who is our faithful Creator (the One who gave us life) and continue to
do good. Peter also reminds us that it is better to suffer for doing good according to the
will of God than for doing evil.
1 Peter 4:19; (Commit and Do Good: Psalm 37:3; Proverbs 3:5-6; 16:3; Galatians 6:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:15; 2
Thessalonians 3:13; Hebrews 13:16; 1 Peter 2:22-23)

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

How should we prepare our minds?
How should we prepare our emotions?
How should we prepare our hearts?
How should we prepare our intellect?
What are some ways to prepare “now” for handling persecution “then”?
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28. How Do We Respond To Persecution?
After persecution we need to (1) learn how to respond appropriately—without retaliation so
that we may be children of our Father who is in heaven; (2) rejoice because we are counted
worthy to suffer for Jesus and blessed by God; (3) at all cost, refrain not from boldly living
for Jesus.

Respond Appropriately And Don’t Retaliate Inappropriately
Matthew 5:43-48; Luke 6:27-28

• We are not to retaliate against those who persecute us. The Bible says that we are not to
“render evil for evil unto any man” but instead we are to always strive to “follow that which
is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.” Also, the Bible says, “Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” Thus, we don’t have to avenge ourselves, but rather
leave it to the wrath of God. Jesus and the Apostles help us to understand how we are to
appropriately respond to persecution without inappropriately retaliating against it.
Romans 12:17-19; 1 Thessalonians 5:15; 2 Thessalonians 1:4-10

- Respond with love. We are to love our enemies—those who hate us and wish to hurt
us. God demonstrated His love to us in that while we were His enemies Jesus died for
us. Jesus was hated, persecuted and crucified, but He only responded with love.
Romans 5:7-10

- Respond with blessings. We are to bless them that curse us. We are not to respond
with the same negative manners of speaking that invoke harm and evil to a person, but
instead we are to use positive manners of speaking that invoke favor, kindness and
ultimately God’s blessings—of which the greatest blessing is to know Jesus.
Romans 12:14

- Respond with doing good. We are to do good to them that hate us. We are not to
respond with the same kind of great dislike and aversion towards our persecutors, but
instead we are to act and behave in a way that treats them well and in a proper
manner. Our behavior helps us win people over to Jesus. We should be willing to
adapt that we might “by all means save some”.
Romans 12:20-21; Right behavior helps converts others: 1 Corinthians 9:22; 1 Peter 3:1-2

- Respond with prayer. We are to pray for them which despitefully use us (verbal abuse)
and persecute us (physical abuse). We are not to respond by using verbal or physical
abuse, but instead we are to passionately call out to the Lord in prayer. Remember:
before, in the midst of, and after persecution, we are still “on mission”—we desire to
see even our persecutors repent and believe in Jesus. Prayer is powerful and we have
three strong examples that help us understand this point: (1) Jesus prayed for those
who crucified Him; (2) Stephen prayed for those who stoned him to death. (3) Paul
prayed for the Jews who beat him with 39 stripes five times.
(1) Luke 23:34; (2) Acts 7:60; (3) 2 Corinthians 11:24; Romans 10:1

• Our motivation to respond appropriately to persecution is so that we are like our Father in
Heaven. He is our Father and we are His children—thus we need to act like it. We are to
be living the victorious Christian life—a life that is radically being transformed into the very
character of God. God, our Father, is a merciful, gracious and good God. He makes the
sun to rise on the good and evil. He also sends rain to the just and the unjust. We are to
do more good than sinners do. If we only greet other believers and ignore unbelievers,
what change has taken place in our lives? There is no reward for loving those who already
love you, anyone can do this, but there is reward for loving those who don’t love you. This
is a growing process to be more and more like our Father. The standard is to be perfect
like God. Thus, persecution and our right response to it helps make us more like Him.
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Rejoice Because You Are Counted Worthy And Blessed
• Respond with rejoicing because you are counted worthy to suffer shame for Jesus’ name.
The apostles were arrested and put into prison, but an angel set them free. Then they
were arrested again and brought before the authorities to be questioned. They were
being persecuted for teaching in Jesus’ name. Peter even taught Jesus to the authorities
when they questioned Him. This only made them more mad and they wanted to kill them.
But a man named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, stood up and advised them to not kill
them. They heeded his advice. So they beat the disciples, charged them not to speak in
the name of Jesus, and let them go. After being persecuted, the Bible says that, “They
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to
suffer shame for His name.” We should rejoice if we are counted worthy.
Acts 5:17-38; 39-41; Colossians 1:24; 2 Thessalonians 1:4-5

• Respond with rejoicing because, as a believer, the kingdom of heaven is yours. Blessed
are believers who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake—those who receive any form of
action that punishes them for being a believer or obeying God’s will. We are blessed
when, for Jesus sake, men revile, persecute or says all manner of evil against us falsely.
We are blessed because the kingdom of heaven is ours—we will be saved and God rules
in our hearts and lives. We can rejoice and be exceeding glad because great is our
reward in heaven. Thus, we can rejoice because true happiness is found in a real
relationship with God—no matter the cost of obtaining or maintaining it, knowing that one
day God will wipe away all tears from our eyes; and there will be no more death, sorrow,
crying or pain. Finally, He reminds them that the prophets which were before them were
also persecuted, meaning as they experience persecution they will be numbered with the
people of God.
Matthew 5:10-12; Revelation 21:1-4

Refrain Not From Boldly Living For Jesus
• Respond with boldly preaching and teaching Jesus no matter the cost. Before the
disciples were released, they were commanded to not speak in the name of Jesus. But
they didn’t allow the persecution they suffered or the fear of future persecution to keep
them from obeying God. After they were released, they Bible says, “And daily in the
temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”
Acts 5:42

• Respond by intentionally, boldly and openly living for and bearing witness of Jesus that all
men through this witness might believe. Even though Jesus tells His disciples they will be
persecuted, He also tells them they are “the salt of the earth”—meaning as His disciples,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, they should be willing to forsake all, endure
persecution and live as peacemakers in the world. Jesus uses another metaphor to
further explain this, saying they are “the light of the world”—meaning it is their
responsibility as believers to shine the light of the gospel so that unbelievers can see the
truth and be saved. Jesus says that a city that is set on a hill can’t be hid nor do people
light a candle and put it under a bushel (basket). Finally, He concludes saying, “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.” Thus, this is an unashamed, bold and public witness for Jesus in our
words and actions.
Matthew 5:13-16; Psalm 27:1; Ephesians 5:8-9; Philippians 2:14-15; 1 Peter 2:9, 12; 4:1-2

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

Should believers retaliate to persecution?
How should believers respond appropriately to persecution?
What is the believer’s motivation to respond appropriately to persecution?
Why should believers rejoice when persecuted?
After persecution, should a believer refrain from boldly living for Jesus?
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29. How Do We Endure The Persecuted Life?
Enduring persecution is part of God’s plan to evangelize the world, thus, we endure the
persecuted life by: following Paul’s example; resting in the all sufficient grace of God;
knowing there is a better and greater reward; and allowing God to avenge the persecuted.

We Endure By Following Paul’s Example
• Enduring the persecuted life was exemplified by Paul. Paul and the apostles lived “the
persecuted life”—meaning they were constantly under siege from different types of
suffering because of the gospel—“as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God”. It was as if they were on exhibit in a Roman arena where men are
sentenced to death. It was a life that seemed foolish, weak and despised—but it was the
will of God because it was founded on the truth of God. Paul even goes on to describe
their life (His and probably Sosthenes’ life) at that time. They were hungry, thirsty, naked
(poorly dressed), buffeted (beat or punched), homeless (no certain dwelling place) and
laboured by working with their own hands (financially support themselves and others).
There were made as “the filth of the world” (like scummy water) and “the offscouring of all
things” (like dirty scrapings). But Paul didn’t allow all of this to defeat him, instead He tells
us what he did to endure the persecuted life and then urges us to be followers of him.
1 Corinthians 1:1; 4:1, 9-16

- “Being reviled, we bless”—endure verbal abuse with verbal blessings—to respond
with truth, kindness and a godly disposition.

- “Being persecuted, we suffer it”—endure harassment and attacks by bearing it—to
patiently and tolerantly suffer it even though it is really unpleasant and difficult.
James 5:10-11

- “Being defamed, we intreat”—endure slander with entreatment—answer kindly in truth
and love any false accusations brought against us or the gospel.

We Endure By Resting In The All Sufficient Grace Of God
• Our infirmities, His strength: Paul gladly boasted in his infirmities because of the
sufficiency of Jesus’ grace. Jesus’ strength is made perfect in weakness. Thus, Paul was
wanting the power of Jesus to rest upon him. He realized that when he is weak, then he is
strong through Jesus. Thus, for the sake of Jesus, he learned to be content with or take
delight in infirmities, reproaches, necessities (hardships), persecutions, and distresses.
2 Corinthians 12:7-10

• Our weakness, His power: As believers, we have “treasure” in earthen vessels. The
treasure that we possess is “the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ”. The earthen vessels or jars of clay represents our human weakness. Thus, God
works through us who have received His salvation to show that the excellency and allsurpassing power belongs to Him and not to us. Paul was constantly being persecuted
because he was always bearing in the body the death of Jesus—meaning that he was
being persecuted for Jesus’ sake. Through this suffering “the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our body”—meaning that it would serve as a witness to others of Jesus.
He evens says that they were always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake—meaning
that believers are always going to face the potential of death if they live boldly for Jesus
and try to reach the world with the gospel (like Paul and the other Apostles did). Through
this risk of death “the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh”—
meaning that we are willing to put our lives at risk of death so that others might receive
life. God’s grace gives us the faith to say the following:
2 Corinthians 4:6-12
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- “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed”—endure difficulties and suffering
with hope in God, knowing He provides grace for us in the time of need.

- “We are perplexed, but not in despair”——endure doubts and confusion with faith in
God, knowing He gives you the needed emotional and mental composure to endure.

- “Persecuted, but not forsaken”——endure harassment and attacks with confidence in
His presence, knowing He will never leave us or abandoned us.

- “Cast down, but not destroyed”—endure being thrown down with claiming victory,
knowing He has won our victory through the Lord Jesus Christ.
John 16:33; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57

We Endure By Knowing There Is A Better And Greater Reward
• Believers who endure the persecuted life will be rewarded. Jesus promises a great
reward in heaven for those who are persecuted. Also, the Hebrew believers knew they
had a better and an enduring substance in heaven—eternal salvation. When they first
believed they endured a lot of persecutions. Then Paul encourages them that they are to
continue in this “confidence”—their relationship with Jesus—and not cast it away
because of continuing persecution because there is a great reward for them. To do this
we need to patiently do the will of God, and in the end we will receive the promise of
eternal life. As believers, we live by faith to the saving of the soul.
Luke 6:22-23; Hebrews 10:32-39; 11:23-28

• Our persecution is noticed by Jesus and rewarded. Jesus praises the church Smyrna for:
enduring tribulation—being persecuted because of their faith in Jesus; enduring
blasphemy—being accused of doing wrong and slandered by unbelieving Jews;
enduring poverty—being financially poor, most likely due to following Jesus. Jesus warns
that more persecution is coming. They will be cast into prison for “ten days” and may
even face death. He advises them to “fear not” and to be “faithful unto death.” A reward
for enduring this type of persecution is the “the crown of life,” which probably refers to
eternal life or a literal crown, either way it would be a just reward from Jesus Himself.
James 1:12; Revelation 2:9-10

We Endure By Allowing God To Avenge The Persecuted
• God will avenge the persecuted and the martyrs. We don’t have to avenge ourselves, but
rather leave it to the wrath of God. In Revelation, the souls of the tribulation martyrs—
those that were “slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held” are
described. They were killed because they were faithful to the Bible and boldly proclaiming
Jesus in spite of the opposition to the message they preached. They cried out from under
the altar and asked God when He was going to avenge their blood. They were told to rest
for a little season because there were other believers who would also be martyred like
they were. But afterwards, He is coming to judge and avenge their blood.
Romans 12:17-19; 2 Thessalonians 1:4-10; Revelation 6:9-11

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

How did Paul exemplify the persecuted life?
Why did Paul gladly boast in his infirmities?
God’s grace gives us the faith to say what?
We endure persecution because we know what?
We should allow God to avenge who?
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30. How Do We Help Fellow Believers Being Persecuted?
We help fellow believers being persecuted through remembering them and loving them as
ourselves. As believers, we identify with the body of Christ, thus we are to show empathy
when other believers are being persecuted for righteousness sake. All believers are to find
their comfort in “the God of all comfort” and comfort others with the comfort we ourselves
received from God.

We Should Remember Believers That Are Persecuted
• We should remember believers that are persecuted for Jesus’ sake. The Hebrew
believers were told to “remember” the persecuted because they were “also in the
body”—this has two possible understandings: (1) Identification—we are to remember
believers that suffer adversity (cruel and mistreated, etc.) because we also identify as
part of the body of Christ with them—we are all part of the family of God. If someone in
the body of Christ is persecuted for Jesus’ sake, then if we were in their same situation,
we would also possibly be persecuted for the same reason because we identify with the
same Lord Jesus and with the same mission. Persecution shouldn’t separate believers or
cause division but it should unify us. (2) Empathy—we are to remember believers that are
“in bonds, as bound with them” because we are also in a human body and can
understand their feelings and share in their pain. Either way, we are to be active in
remembering the persecuted and we do that through loving them as ourselves. Below are
some examples:
Remember: Hebrews 13:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:4; Identification: 1 Corinthians 12:26; Empathy: 1 Peter 3:8; Romans 12:14

- The Hebrews—The Jewish believers were already remembering the persecuted. Not
only did they endure persecution and have a great confidence in God, but they also
they had “compassion” on those in prison.
Hebrews 10:32-35

- Obadiah—When Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah hid a hundred men
of the Lord’s prophets by fifties in caves, and fed them with bread and water.
1 Kings 18:13; Romans 12:13

- Ebed-melech the Ethiopian—When Ebed-melech heard that they put Jeremiah the
prophet in the dungeon—(which was like a cistern for storing liquids), he went to the
king to plead his case because he was afraid that he would die in there. This was risky
move by him, but he was granted permissions to take thirty men to go rescue him.
Jeremiah 38:7-13; 39:15-18

• We should remember believers that are persecuted for Jesus’ sake because they are
Jesus’ representatives. Jesus told His apostles that anyone who receives them also
receives Him and thus receives God. They are official representatives of Jesus, therefore
those who receive them should do so with the same respect due to those whom they are
representing. Thus, those who receive a prophet or righteous man will also be partakers
in their reward because they were a helper in the work. Therefore, there is incentive to
receive and help the man of God. But also, anyone who serves a believer without the
reputation like that of a prophet or a righteous man, but is just a disciple, will also be
rewarded. Below are some examples:
Matthew 10:40-42; 2 Corinthians 5:20

- A Great Woman and Her Husband—When Elisha the prophet and a holy man of God
went through Shunem, a women there would urge him to eat some food. Thus, eating
at this families home became a normal habit for him when he visited this town. Then
the women and her husband decided to build a chamber (upper room) on the roof of
their house with a bed, a table, a stool and a candlestick. That way they could provide
a place for him to stay whenever he came to them.
2 Kings 4:8-11
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- Ahikam the son of Shaphan—Jeremiah and Urijah were both prophets that prophesied
against the city of Jerusalem in obedience to the Lord. Urijah was apprehended and
killed by Jehoiakim the king, but the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan (a
government official) was with Jeremiah, so that he was not handed over to the people
to be put to death. So Ahikam used his influence to support Jeremiah even when it
was dangerous to do so.
Jeremiah 26:10-11, 20-24

We Should Find Comfort In “The God Of All Comfort”
Psalm 94:19; 56:8-9

• God comforts us in our tribulation (affliction). God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ—
He allowed Jesus to suffer on the cross, but used it for a greater purpose. God is the
Father of mercies—He has great compassion on the suffering. God is the God of all
comfort—He is the One who can give true consolation in times of suffering. We are
persecuted because of Jesus, but our consolation also comes from Him. If persecution
abounds, so does the consolation that He gives us. Thus, the comfort that is needed is
never-ending and is given to us by a merciful God through His Son Jesus.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4a, 5; (Psalm 23:4; 86:17; James 5:11)

• God comforts us in our tribulation so that we can comfort those who are in any trouble. As
we go through tribulations, sufferings, affliction, or trouble, God is working in our lives and
as we trust in Him for strength, we learn what true comfort is. Thus, we are able to comfort
others with the comfort we ourselves received from God.
2 Corinthians 1:4b

- Paul and Timothy understood this truth. They knew that their affliction and comfort
would be used for the “consolation and salvation” of the Corinthian church—meaning
they knew that the comfort they experienced through persecution would function to
help the church to also know how to have comfort and perseverance when they
patiently endured the same types of sufferings. It would also confirm the gospel
because they weren’t ashamed of it—causing them to endure in the comfort of their
salvation until they are fully saved out of this world. There is hope for all believers
because if you partake of the sufferings, you will also partake of the consolation.
2 Corinthians 1:6-7; (Romans 1:16)

- Paul and Timothy exemplified this truth. They didn’t want their brethren to be unaware
of the trouble and affliction they had when they were in Asia. Something had happened
to them that was beyond their control and it threatened to end their lives. It felt that
everything had fallen apart and they were sentenced to death. But all of this was done
so that they would not trust in themselves, but in God who raises the dead. God
delivered them from this deadly event. They believe that He will even deliver them
again because they set their hope and trust in Him.
2 Corinthians 1:8-10

• Prayer is a way we can comfort other believers in persecution. Paul told them that they
could help through prayer. If God would answer their requests for them (“gift bestowed”)
by the prayers of many, then thanks may be given to God by many on their behalf.
2 Corinthians 1:11; (Romans 12:12; Hebrews 4:16)

• God’s Word is a way we can comfort other believers in persecution. The Psalmist said that
His comfort in His affliction was that God’s Word—His promises—gives him life
(quickened). We are to think upon and obey God’s Words and take comfort in them—not
forgetting them or forsaking them in the midst of persecution.
Psalm 56:10-11; 119:50-52, 76, 81-88

Review Questions
•
•
•
•
•

Who should we remember?
Why should we remember them?
What are some examples of helping God’s people?
Where do believers find true comfort?
How can we comfort others?
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